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creaſe in Riches, is Us prevent the Importa-' 


tion of ſuch Foreign Commodities as may 
be raiſed at Home, 


That this Kingdom is capable of raiſing within 
itſelf, and its Colonies, Materials for employing al! 
our Poor in thoſe Manufactures, which we now 


import from ſuch of our Neighbours who refuſe the 


Admiſſion of ours. 


Some Account of the Commodities each Country we 
trade with takes from us, and what we take from them ; 
| with Obſervations on the Balance. 
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READ ER. 


„ e printing the 
T7 | /o/lowing Dis 
| COUr/ſe WAS not 
— with a Deſipr 

| 
| 7o DF zh it, much leſs to 
preſume to preſent it to the 
King, but to put a few o 


them into < Hands of 
a 2 ſome 


iv To the READER. 


ſome of the Miniſters of 
State, and other great Men, 
to ſhew the Wounds our 
Trade and Manufaturies 
have recerved ; and thoſe 
Remedies which may very 
ſoon and eaſily be obtained; 
that they might repreſent 
them to our Lepiſlators, 
who have it in their Power 
to make us a rich and flou- 


riſhing People. 


After I had deli and a 
4 few of them, I under- 
ſtood by ſome great Per- 
ſons, that a Diſcourſe upon 


Trade 


To the READER. v 


Trade would be very ac- 
ceptable to the King, who 
was pleaſed with every Op- 
portunity of demonſtrating 
his Care and Afßection for 
his People; and that it 
would alſo be acceptable to 
the Queen and Prince. 


It was much to my Sa- 
tisfaftion that I had touch'd 
upon Subject ſo agreeable 
to their Sentiments; I 
thought it therefore my Du- 
ty to preſent this Treatiſe 
to their Royal Hands. 
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[t foon got abroad that 

I had writ a Diſcourſe 
upon the Trade and Navi- 
gation of Great- Britain, 
and was informed if I did 
| not permit it to be publiſh- 
bt ed, it would fall 15 fach 
| . who might print it 

and alter my Suſe and In- 

tention. And as it was 
the Sentiments of thoſe 
Perſons who had read it, 
that publiſhing it owl 
give Gentlemen an Oppor- 
tunity to ſee how foreign 
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| Nations grow rich by the 
Em- 


To the READER. vu 
Employment we give their 
Poor, while many of our 
own are deſtitute, and in 
a miſerable Condition, 1 
therefore conſented to its 
Publication. 


1 ws: confeſs the Po- 
verty and Neceſſity in 
which I have feen the Poor 
in ſeveral Parts of the 
Kingdom has touch'd me 
very ” ſonfibly aud I have 
ſpent a great deal of my 
Time from the Serviee of 
my Family, to find out Me- 
thods for promoting ſo pub- 

a 4 lick 
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lick a Bleſſing as turning 
the Employment we give 
the Poor of foreign Nations 


to our dun. 


If this ſmall Perform- 
ance of mine can any way 
contribute thereto, it will 
be q great Satisfaftion that 
have done my Duty. 


Joſhua Gee. 


T H 


PREFACE. 


OME Perſons of Diſtinc- 
tion, in the late Reigns, 


— having deſired that I 
would give my Thoughts on 
Naval Stores, and divers other 
Subjects in Trade, I wrote my 
Sentiments thereupon, ſome of 
which are contained in the fol- 
lowing Tract. It is not there- 
fore to be expected, that a Diſ- 
courſe wrote upon ſo many Oc- 
caſions, and at diſtant Times, 
will bear reading like one re- 


a 5 gularly 


. Preface. 


gularly purſued, but will be in- | 
terſperſed with Repetitions, if 
they are not taken in different 
Views, according to the Subject 
treated on; and as theſe Re- 
petitions are chiefly upon ſuch 
weighty Matters as Materials for 
employing our Poor, it is to be 
hoped it will not be deemed 
a Fault that they are ſo often 
mentioned, becauſe if they 
ſhould eſeape the Reader's No- 
tice in one Place, another may 


gain his Attention. 


Each Subject is put into a 
diſtinct Chapter, that the Rea- 
der may turn to ſuch as he 
pleaſes; and thoſe who do not 
care to read them through, 
may turn to the Concluſion, 

where 


1 French King 
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where they will find ſome Men- 

tion made of the chief Heads 

of what is more particularly 

treated in the reſpective Chap- 
ters; and alſo the Arret of the 
of the 27th of 
January 1726, by which they 
will ſee the Care that Nation 
takes to improve their Com- 
merce: And it was upon the 
Sight of that Arret, which was 
publiſhed in the Daily Courant, 
that ſome Merchants, and other 
Gentlemen, perſuaded me to 
print ſome Papers which I had 
formerly written on the Subject 


of Trade, to try whether this 
Example of the French might 


not excite ſome publick Spirits 
to enter into the Conſideration. 
of the many Advantages which. 

might 
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might accrue to this Nation, by a 
prudent. Regulationof ourTrade, 
and of our Foreign Settlements, 
and to repreſent and recommend 
the ſame to the Care and Pro- 
tect ion of the Government. 


As I have had Occaſion to 
diſcourſe of many Subjects in 
Trade, and more particularly 
to enlarge on that of our Plan- 
tations, and the great Profit 
this Nation might draw from 
them, theſe Papers have ſwell'd 
beyond my Expectation : If 
therefore the Reader ſhould 
think I may have been prolix, 
or ſhould not perhaps agree in 
the ſame Sentiments with me, 
1 hope, however, that he will 


put the moſt favourable Con- 
ſtruction 


Wy 
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ſtruction upon my good Inten- 
tions, and be aſſured that I had 
no other Deſign but his Infor- 
mation, and the Publick Good, 
in which I deſire to be a Sharer 


with him; and if he can add 


any Thing towards carrying on 
ſo neceſſary a Work, I hope he 
will have the Goodneſs to com- 
municate his Thoughts with 'the 
ſame Freedom I have done mine, 


TRR Profits our Plantations 
may yield us, by raiſing Hemp, 
Flax, Silk, Iron, Pot-aſh, &c. 
may not. perhaps be ſet in fo 
clear. a Light as they would: 
bear, nor the Methods laid down 
how to proceed regularly there- 
on, but that may ſoon be done, 
if we find great Men will en- 
gage 


wiv. The Proface. 
gage themſelves in the Work, 


and make proper Enquiries. 


Tat Spaniards and Parte 


gueſs have no other Source of 


their Riches but their Colonies, 
their Wines and Fruits with 


* which they ſupply England, &c. 


excepted z and tho' they buy 
the Manufactures of all Nations 
in Europe to tranſport thither, 
(having none of their own) we 
fee what a mighty Treaſure is 
brought into thoſe Kingdoms, 
and how rich and powerful 
they are made thereby. If 
they draw ſuch Riches: from 
their Mines, and Merchandize 
fo diſpoſed of, what a bound- 
leſs Wealth might be brought 
into this Kingdom, by ſupply- 


ing 
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ing our Plantations with every 
Thing they want, and all ma- 


nufactured within ourſelves; but 


more eſpecially if Encourage- 
ment was given to fuch Multi- 
tudes of People, who are un- 
eaſy under their preſent Cir- 
cumſtances in the ſeveral Parts 
of Europe, and would be glad 
to be under the free Govern- 
ment of Great Britain. 


NumBzRrs of People have 
always been eſteemed the Riches 
of a State, and as our Colonies 
of Carotitm, Virginia, &c. are 
the moſt deſirable of any i 
America for Latitude, Air, Soil, 
and navigable Rivers, and lye 
ſo commodiouſly for correſpon- 
ding with Europe, they will un- 

undoubtedly 


ſpective Dominions; 
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doubtedly draw vaſt Numbers 
of People to ſettle there, which 
would not only preſerve to us 
the Mines contained in the Ap- 


pelachean Hills, but alſo ſecure 


the Frontiers of Carolina againſt 
the Incroachments of the Spa- 
niards from St. Auguſtine, as 
well as thoſe of the French up- 
on the River Canada. 


SEVERAL Paragraphs have 
been inferted in the publick 
News Papers, ſhewing the Ap- 
plication of ſome foreign Prin- 
ces for promoting the Manu- 
factures and Trade of their re- 


and it 


would no leſs become us to be 
as diligent in enquiring into 
ſuch Matters. But Concerns of 
| this 


yn 
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this Nature muſt firſt be eſpou- 
ſed by great Men who have 
Power and Influence to put 
others on the Work; and the 
Nation is greatly obliged to a 
noble Lord, who, notwitſtand- 
ing the high Station which he 
has fo long and fo worthily 
filled, is ready to lend his Time 
and Attention to ſuch Gentle- 
men who have any Thing to 
communicate for promoting our 


Trade, Manufactures and Co- 


lonies. 


Wr are indeed very hae 
in the Conſtitution of our Le- 
giſlature, who have made many 
excellent Laws for ſecuring our 
Liberties and Properties, but 
we fear our Parliaments have 

ſome- 
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fometimes been miſlead, when 
Matters relating to Trade have 
been brought under their Con- 
ſideration; for as the two 
Houſes conſiſt of ſo great a 
Number of Noblemen and Gen- 
tlemen, whoſe Education has 
been quite different from the- 
Study of -fuch Improvements as 
might be made by Manufac- 
tures and Commerce, it is not 
to be expected that they ſhould 
form a right Judgment therein, 
without having Matters relating 
to Trade explained unto them. 
I was: therefore willing to con- 
tribute my beſt Endeavours to. | 
ſet thoſe Things in as clear a 
Light as I was capable, that 
the Members of both Houſes 
might plainly fee, the! m— | 


$4 
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and encouraging our Manu- 
factures, Commerce and Plan- 
tations, is improving and en- 
larging their own Eſtates; and 
as Commerce flouriſhes, Lands 
riſe in Value; and as the In- 
habitants of Towns and Cities 
- increaſe, conſequently the Con- 
ſumption of Proviſions, which 
is the Support of the Landed 
Intereſt ; and doubtleſs as Gen- 
tlemen come to ſee, that in the 
turning the Wheel of Com- 
merce they muſt have their 
Share of the Profits, they will 
ſoon find how neceſſary it will 
be for promoting their own In- 
tereſt to put their Hands to ſo 
good a Work. Indeed hitherto 
it muſt be confeſſed moſt of 
our Improvements both at home 

and 
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and abroad, have been pro- 
jected and ſet on Foot by pri- 
vate Perſons, with very little 
Encouragement from the Pub- 
lick, except in Queen Elixa- 
beth sTime; whereas our Neigh- 
bours have had the Happineſs 
of great Men and Miniſters of 
State to aſſiſt them, not only in 
improving their infant Under- 
takings, but in aſſiſting them 
with Money to carry them on, 
which has enabled them to out- 
do us in many Things, to the 
great Prejudice of our Com- 
merce, and the Advancement of 
their own. 


IT is wonderful, that ſo ma- 
ny fine Engliſh Gentlemen, who 
have travelled over France, Tra- 


Ly, 
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ly, &c. capable of giving a large 
Account of the Rarities of thoſe 
Countries, and of their Diver- 
ſions, are yet Strangers to the 
Trade of thoſe Parts, and the 
Advantages they might have 
collected thence for the Good 
of their Country. I muſt con- 
feſs very little has been writ to 
put them upon thoſe Enquiries ; 
and it will be much to my 
Satisfaction, if any Thing I have 
been able to offer in the fol- 
lowing Treatiſe may haveWeight 
enough to incite them to ſo 
laudable and profitable an In- 
ſpection, that ſo their great 
Expence and Travels may not 
be thrown away upon the Gai- 
ties of thoſe Nations, but that 
"ey may alſo inform themſelves 


of 
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of their political Maxims and 
Rules, by which their great 
Men have raiſed themſelves, and 
made their Names honourable 
to ſucceeding Generations for 
ſome valuable Improvements 


they have gained to their Coun- 
ory. | | 


I know it has been a received 
Notion by many Perſons, that 
it has been below the Cha- 
racer of a Gentleman to be- 
come a Merchant or Trader; 
but this Notion never obtain' d 
with wiſe Men: The late Lewis 
XIV. was ſo apprehenſive that 
it might injure the Trade and 


Merchandize of his Kingdom, 
that to cure his Fantaſticks of 
that . and that it 

ſhould 
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ſhould not derogate from the 
Honour of any Noblemen or 
Gentlemen in his Kingdom to 
tranſact in thoſe Affairs, he 
ſhewed particular Marks of Fa- 
vour to ſuch as diſtinguiſhed 
their Genius for Trade and Mer- 
chandize; and the ſame has 
been done in Piedmont, and 
other Principalities in 1zaly, fo 
that even Counts or Earls have 
become Fabricators in the Silk 
Manufacture, 


IT has indeed been a com- 
| mon Notion with ſome, that 
Trade can never thrive under 
an abſolute monarchical Govern- 
ment; and tho' it muſt be ad- 
mitted, that the greateſt Part 
of the Trade of the World was 
eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed” and carried: on to a 
great Height in free Cities be- 
fore it began in Monarchies, (as | 
we ſee that the Free Cities of | 
Phenicia enjoyed it long be- 
fore the 1/raelites came out of | 
Egypt, and were grown fo | 
rich and powerful by their Trade 
and Navigation, that Joſbua 
could not conquer Tyre, Sidon, 
and ſeveral other Cities) yet we 
muſt not from thence con- 
clude, that it will. never become 
conſiderable any where but in 
Republicks; for penetrating wile | 
Princes came to fee into the 
fruitful Womb of Trade, and in 
thoſe ancient Times, Solomon in 
particular, made a very great 
Progreſs therein, tho' it is plain 
he did not t underſtand much of 
the 


| 
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the practical Part thereof him- 
* ſelf, and therefore he entered 


into a ſtrict Amity and Cor- 

reſpondence with the Tyrians to 
gain the Art of Trade and Na- 
vigation from them: And as 
he comprehended every Thing, 
tis no Wonder that he got into 
the Secrets of Merchandize, and 
that by his Fleet, and his Land 
Traffick by Caravans, he heap'd 
up ſuch immenſe Riches which 
he gain'd by the Indian Trade. 
Alexander the Great had alſo 
the Advantage of Trade in 


View, to which End, after the 


Deſtruction of Tyre, he built 
the famous City of Alexandria 


in Egypt, by which Canal the 


Goods of India were conveyed 


into the Mediterranean, and 


95 - thoſe 
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thoſe of Europe to India, from 
whence his Succeſſors in Egypt 
drew a prodigious Treaſure ; for 
"tis ſaid Prolomy Eulates receiv- 
ed Seven Millions and an Half 


from thence yearly. 


In the Beginning of the Em- 
pire of Rome, their great Trea- 
ſure ſprang from their Con- 
queſts, and the vaſt Riches 
and Tributes they drew from 
ſeveral Parts of their Domini- 
ons: But when they got Pol- 
ſeſſion of Egypt, they began 
to think of a more ſure and pea- 
ceable Way, which was by all 
Manner of Arts and Care to 
augment their Trade, wherein 


they ſucceeded ſo well, that the 
great Trade carried on between 
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the Indian and Mediterranean 
Seas, brought them in vaſtly 
more than any of the Egyptian 


EKings ever received before 


I ↄ Sora 


them. 


Bur when the Gozhs and 


2 Yandals overturned the Roman 
Empire, that Commerce thro' 
the Red-Sea, by Alexandria, 
2 ceaſed, and was afterwards car- 
ried on by Way of Trebegon, 
3 Damaſcus, and Aleppo, which 


Z increaſed the Trade of the Free 
Cities or States of Venice, Ge- 
nuoa, Piſa, &c. and thoſe Goods 
were not only vended in all the 
Countries bordering upon the 
Mediterranean, but were ſent 
to England, Germany, and the 
#Verherlands, and all over the 
f b 2 Baltic, 


xxviii The Preface. 


Baltick, which gave Encourage- 
ment to the Trathck of Bruges, *' 
where the Commodities of the 
North, as Corn, Naval Stores, 
Ec. were lodged in the Sum- 
mer, and where thoſe Ships 
took in the Commodities from 
the Levant back again to the | 
Hans-towns, and thoſe Ships | 
that came from the Levant, ! 
tranſported the Northern Goods 
from Bruges into the Mediter- | 
ranean. 


Tris Traffick rendred thoſe | 
Citizens immenſely rich, and | 
made them grow above their 
Buſineſs, and thereupon this 
Trade was removed to Ant- 
werp, which grew ſo rich and 
oppulent, that ſhe became the 
Miſtr eſs ] 
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| Miſtreſs of Europe in Trade, 


and continued it till the 


Duke D Alva's Time, after 


[ which the Perſecution begun 
by him, drove away the Peo- 


ple, ſome to Amſterdam, and 
other Cities of the United Pro- 
vinces, which laid the Founda- 
tion of that flouriſhing and 
powerful Republick ; others fled 
to England, and eſtabliſhed the 
Woollen Manufactury, and were 
received by Queen Elizabeth, 


with the utmoſt Encouragement, 


and we have felt the Benefit 


of their ſettling among us ever 


ſince. 


I mention this to ſhew Trade 


will not remain long in any 
Place where it meets with Cold- 


b 3 neſs 
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neſs and Indifferency, but thoſe 1 


Governments which embrace it 
with the greateſt Cheerfulneſs, 
and give it the moſt Encourage- 
ment, ſhall have it. q 


In the Reign of Queen Eli- 
gabeth, and alſo of Henry the 
Fourth of France, there ſeemed 
to be a ſurprizing Spirit for im- 
proving Trade, Manufactures, !' 
and Navigation, in England 
and France, whether from Emu- | 
lation or a benevolent Inclina- 
tion in thoſe Princes to pro- 
mote the Welfare and Proſpe- 
rity of their Subjects, I ſhall Z 
not determine. The Queen en- 
couraged the diſtreſſed Wal. 
loons, and other Artiſts, to ſet- 
tle here, and endow'd them I 

with 
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with many Privileges, and en- 
abled them to. make a very 
great Progreſs in carrying on 
the Woollen and other Manu- 
factures. She alſo ſettled a Trade 
with the Grand Signior, and 
with the Czar of Mu/covy, open- 
ed a Trade to India, and be- 
gun foreign Plantations, where- 
in ſhe had a Miniſtry no leſs 
ſolicitous than herſelf to carry 
them on. 


HENRY the Fourth of 
France, did indeed Wonders 
for that Kingdom, by ſettling 
the Silk, Linnen, and other Ma- 
nufactures, all which have been 


] happily improved by the Care 


of the memorable Monſ. Colbert, 


I who under the late Lewis XIV, | 
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has not only eſtabliſhed every 
Thing that remained imperfect, 
but -alſo gained by Art and 
Management, not only Fiſheries 
and Plantations, but a Proſpect 
of every other Improvement; 
by which Means that Prince was 
able to maintain a War againſt 
the moſt powerful Confederacy 
that ever has been formd in 
theſe latter Times, to ſurround 
his Kingdom and Frontiers with 
the ſtrongeſt Fortreſſes in the 
World, to maintain an Army 
of above Three hundred thou- 
ſand Men during two long 
Wars, and to diſpute the Do- 
minion of the Seas againſt the 
United Powers both of England 
and Holland; an Expence ſup- 
poſed to be three Times as large 

as 
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as ever that Kingdom was ca- 


pable of ſuſtaining before. 


Tus Example of Lewis os 
Fourteenth ſo far opened the 
Eyes of the Princes of Europe, 
that moſt of them have put the 
fame Methods in Practice, and 
the Emperor of Germany, Czar 
of Mufcovy, and ſeveral other 
Princes, ſee the Way to make 
themſelves more conſiderable, is 
to eftablith Manufactures where 
their reſpective Dominions pro- 
duce Materials for carrying 
them on. And we ſee that 
thoſe Manufactures and Trade 
have enabled them to raiſe 
greater Revenues from their 
Subjects. Upon this Baſis is 
founded the Power and Strength 


bs — 
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of thoſe Empires.that begin to 
make ſo great a Figure in Eu- 
rope: How much the Eugliſb 
Commerce, by the Conſumption 
of the Manufactures of thoſe 
Countries, has contributed there- 
to, is worth enquiring into. Tis 
certain, Princes who make 
Search after able Men to re- 
gulate and improve their Trade, 
will carry it away from thoſe 
that diſregard or neglect it. 
We ſee that ingenious and pe- 
netrating Prince the Duke of 
Savoy, tho' he has ſo ſmall a 
Territory, and as it were but 
that one valuable Commodity 
of Silk prod uced in it, has, 
by encouraging his Subjects in 

the Cultivation thereof, ſo much 
encreaſed and improved his 
Re- 
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Revenues, that tis ſaid he is 
now able to maintain an Army 
of Thirty Thouſand Men bet- 
ter and with more Eaſe to his 
Subjects, than he could hereto- 
fore maintain Ten thouſand. 


Bur we have ſeen one In- 
ſtance in our Time ſurpaſſing 
what was ever attempted be- 
fore by any Prince, for the 
Improvement of his Country 
5 his People, in the Perſon of 
the late Czar of Muſcovy, a 
great and abſolute Prince, who 
left his own Kingdoms and 
Grandeur, and travel d incog- 


ito, like a private Gentleman, 


thro' a good Part of Europe, 
to pry into the Arts and In- 
duſtry practiſed by the more 


civilized 
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civilized Nations, for the gain- 
ing of Riches and Power, and 
condeſcended ſo far as to turn 
Mechanick, and work himſelf 
with his own Hands, at ſeveral 
Trades, eſpecially that of Ship- 
building, that he might make 
himſelf Maſter of the Myſtery 
and Skill requiſite in ſuch 
Works, and be able effectually 
to carry the ſame Home to his 
own Country: To which End 
alſo he ſpared no Coſt to en- 
gage the beſt Artizans of every 
Kind to ſettle in his Domini- 
ons, whither he alſo tranſport- 
ed the Arts and Sciences, and 
every Thing needful to ſet up 
profitable Manufactures, and 
cultivate his own unpoliſhed 
People, and fſet them upon 

gaining 
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gaining Riches by Trade, which 
he had found to be the chief 
Source of Wealth and Power 
in England, Holland, and their 
neighbouring Nations; and we 
fee how great a Progreſs he 
made therein in a ſhort Time, 
and that he has left a Miniſtry 
no leſs ſedulous to carry on his 


noble Deſigns. 


As Materials are the firſt 
Principles and Foundation of 
Manufactures; and as the Silk 
and Linnen are eſteemed as 
profitable as the Woollen ; I am 
thoroughly perſuaded the Me- 
thods herein propoſed will ren- 


der the raifing theſe Materials 


both practicable and eaſy in 
our own Dominions; and ſo 
F very 
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very cheap, that it gives us a 
fair Proſpect of out-doing any 
Nation of Europe in carrying 
them on; which, with proper 
Care to regulate ſuch Under- 
takings, will unite all his Ma- 
jeſty's Dominions into one In- 
tereſt, by ſettling ſuch a Cir- 
culation of Commerce among 
them, that one Part ſhall be 
dependant on the other, and 
every Part neceſſary to ſupport 


the Whole, and more to the 


Advantage of every Particular, 


and all get more by ſuch a | 


Circulation of Trade, than they 


could have done by any Con- 


trivance of their own, even 


though they had been able to 


carry thro' the whole Buſineſs 2 
within themſelves; and thoſe | 
Who 
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who may have a Mind to ſee 
what I have propoſed upon this 
Head, may turn to the 27th, 
28th, 29th, and zoth Chapters, 
where they will find what I 
have written in ſeveral Letters 
upon this Occaſion, as well as 
ſome Hints thereof in other Parts 
of this Treatiſe, 
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HAN I. 3 
The State of the Trade of the Na- 
tion much the ſame from the Time 
of William the Conqueror to the 
Acceſſion of Queen Elizabeth. In 
her Time Plantations diſcover d; 
ſome Settlements begun; Trade 
opend to Turkey, Muſcovy, Cc. 
Manufactures improved and encou- 
raged by King William 
HE Engliþ Nation remained 
much in the ſame State, reſpect- 
ing Trade and Navigation, from 
the Time of Willem the Con- 
queror to the Acceſſion of n Eliza- 
beth. to the Crown of England, which 
then conſiſted chiefly in tranſporting Tin, 
| A Lead, 


. 


(2) 
Lead, Mooll, ſome Leather, Iron, and other 


Productions ſufficient to purchaſe what fo- 
reign Commodities they wanted. 


Kino Edward the Third was the firſt 
Prince from the Conqueſt to his Time, that 
we find took any Notice of Trade; for in 
the Parliament held at Weſtminſter in 1338, 
the Tranſportation of Wooll out of the 
Kingdom was prohibited; and for the En- 
couragement of foreign Cloth-workers and 
other Manufacturers to come and ſettle here, 
a great many Privileges were granted, and an 
Allowance from the King till they were fix- 
ed, in a competent way of living; and it 
was enacted, that no Subject ſhould wear 
any foreign Cloth for the future, From his 
Reign to the Acceſſion of Queen Elizabeth, 
we do not find any one Prince, during that 
Space of Time, had much Regard for 
Trade, except what was done by Henry the 
Seventh, which looks rather like Policy of 
State for cruſhing Perkin Warbeck ;, for tho? 
he removed the Mart from Antwerp to 
Calais, yet two Years after the Prohibition 
was taken off, and the Trade was again 
opened to Antwerp, as formerly. About 
'Ten Years after a Law was made, prohibi- 
ting the Importation of Manufactures of 
Silk wrought by itſelf, or mixed with any 
other Thread. This (ſays the Lord Ba- 

con) 
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con) points at a true Principle, viz. 
Where foreign Materials are but Super- 
« fluities, foreign Manufactures ſhould be 
prohibited; for that will either baniſh the 
« Superfluity, or gain the Manufacture'. 


In Queen Elizabeth's time, many and great 
Advantages were added to Trade. In the 
Year 1579, a Turkey Company was eſta- 
bliſhed. The ſame Year Sir Francis Drake 
returned to England, after three Years Voy- 
age round the World, and many wonder- 
ful Adventures and Diſcoveries. He arrived 
at Plymouth, bringing with him a vaſt 
Quantity of Gold and Silver taken from the 
Spaniards, In her Reign alſo a Treaty was 
ſettled with the Duke of Muſcovy for a 
Trade to Archangel, in which ſeveral Ad- 
vantages were granted to the Engliſh Na- 
tion. 


StR Walter Rawleigh, and others alſo in her 
Reign, deſcovered the Plantations; and thoꝰ 
the firſt Planters met with almoſt inſupera- 
ble Difficulties, and were often forced to 
quit what they had already ſettled; yet the 
Greatneſs of their Souls ſurmounted all 
Difficulties, and tho' often baffled in their 
Attempts, they renewed them again with 
indefatigable Zeal and Induſtry, till at laſt 
Tobacco and Sugar came to- be planted, 

A 2 a 
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a great many Ships built, and in a ſhort 
Time not only ſupplied ourſelves with 


Sugar and Tobacco from America, but with 
very large Quantities to ſend Abroad, and | 
fupplied the Baltick, Germany, Holland, | 


Flanders, and France, with thoſe Commo- 
dities, which brought in very great Riches 
to us, and by Degrees beat the Portugueſe 
out of che Trade of thoſe Parts of Eu- 


rope. 


Wx do not find that her Succeſſor King 
James the Firſt concerned himſelf much in 
Trade; yet in Imitation of Henry the 
Fourth of France, (who was wonderful aſſi- 
duous in promoting all Sorts of Manu- 
factures, and among the reſt, that of plan- 
ting Mulberry-Trees, and raiſing Silk, ) made 
ſome Eſſays towards ſuch a Deſign here, 
and he and his Courtiers ſeemed to be very 
fond of the Undertaking, and Letters were 


writ to Virginia to promote that Manufac - 


ture. Some ſmall Progreſs was made there, 
and Letters paſſed between the Planters and 
Gentlemen here; but as ſoon as they 
thought they had engaged the Planters to 
begin upon it, inſtead of promoting it 
heartily, and ſending ſome able and skilful 
Perſons to direct the Undertaking, they 
threw all upon the Planters, and that noble 
Deſign came to nothing ; whereas that in 

Franc: 
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Fance ſucceeded, to the immence Profit 
of that Kingdom. 


Kix Charles the Firſt had too many 
things upon his Hands to concern himſelf 
with Trade; as he was unacquainted there- 
with, he was eaſily impoſed on; the Conſe- 
quences of which make us labour under 
many Inconveniences at this Day; one of 
which was, his giving Leave to the French 
to fiſh upon the Banks of Newfoundland, 
to ſupply an Exgliſh Convent in France in 
Time of Lent. 


C ROM EL L and the Rump had 
ſome excellent Notions of Trade; they 
ſettled the Act of Navigation, beat the 
Dutch, forced them to a Treaty, in which 
they were to deliver up the Iſland of Pel- 
larone, and to pay large Sums for the Vio- 
lences exerciſed upon the Engliſh at Em- 


beyna. But upon the Reſtoration of King, 


Charles the Second, the Dutch thought 
themſelves ſecure enough, and ſince have 
never made any Satisfaction. They took 
Jamaica with vaſt Expence, which has 
been repaid ſince with Intereſt, The Fa- 


vour granted by King Charles the Firſt to 


the French, to fiſh upon the Banks of 
Newfoundland, by Length of Time, and: 
atterwards by the eaſy Temper of King 

A 3 Charles 
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Charles the Second, gave them an Oppor⸗ 
tunity of claiming a Right to that Part 


they had ſeized. It is ſaid King James 
the Second ſhew'd great Uneaſineſs upon 
that Occaſion 3 but nothing was done that | 


we have heard of, in order to obtain Satiſ- 


faction. The ſhort Time he reigned, and | 


his other Views for eſtabliſhing the Popiſh 
Religion, did not give him Time to do any 
thing for Trade. 


Upon King William's coming, to the 
Crown, early Application was made to 
kim for ſeveral Amendments in Trade, and 
for eſtabliſhing a great many uſeful Ma- 
facturtes among us, which had been kept 
under by Frence and others underſelling 
the Manufactures made at home. He was 


very ready to hear all Propofals made 


upon that Account, and gave his utmoſt 
Countenance to all ſuch Undertakings ; 


but by the Fondneſs of the Nation to | 


French Commodities, ſo much countenan- 
ced by King Charles and King James, it 
was a very hard Matter to bring them in- 
to Love with thoſe made at home. How- 
ever, upon breaking out of the War with 
France, and prohibiting French Commo- 
dities, Encouragement was given for erect- 
ing ſeveral of thoſe Manufactures here, 
as the Luſtring, A/amode, and other Silk 

| Ma- 
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Manufactures for Hoods and Scarves, 
which the King's Royal Conſort, the excel- 
lent „ Mary, took no ſmall Pains to 
eſtabliſh z for which Article alone, it is 
allowed France drew from us above Four 
hundred thouſand Pounds yearly. At the 
ſame Time the Manufacture of Glaſs was 
eſtabliſhed, which before we uſed to have 
from France ; and alſo that of Hats and 
Paper. The ManufaQture of Linnen was 
fettled in ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom, 
particularly in Somerſetſhire and Dor/etfhire, 
where they made extraordinary good Lin- 
nen in Imitation of France; and which 
ſa increafed, that in a few Years it was 
computed, in a Diſtrict of about ten Miles 
ſquare, they made to the Value of One 
hundred thouſand Pounds yearly. But up- 
on the Peace with France, there were ſo 
many Linnens run into the Weſt, that it 
put that Manufacture under great Diſcou- 
ragement. In his Time alſo the Manu- 
factures of Copper and Braſs were ſet on 
Foot, which are brought to great Perfec- 
tion, and now in a great Meaſure ſupply 
the Nation with Coppers, Kettles, and all 
Sorts of Copper and Braſs Ware. The 
making of Sail-cloth was begun and car- 
ried on to great Perfection; alſa Sword 
Blades, Sciſſars, and a great many Toys 
made of Steel, which formerly we uſed to 

A+ have 
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have from Fance; in the manufacturing 


of which, it is faid we now excel all other 


Nations. The ſetting up of Salt-Works, 


and improving of Salt- fprings and Rock- | 
Salt, hath proved very beneficial here, and 
faves a very great Treaſure yearly, which | 


we heretofore paid to France for Salt, and 


a great many other Things which I forbear 
to enumerate. 


Qu Anne's Miniſtry, upon the 
Treaty of Utrecht, too readily granted the 
French Liberty to fiſh upon the very beſt 
Fiſheries on the North Coaſt of Newfound- 
land, and there to build Stages to dry 
them. They alſo granted them Cape Bre- 
den, which is faid to be the very beſt Spot 
in all thoſe Seas for Fiſhing. Thus we ſee 
the French, by their great Penetration and 
Knowledge in the Affairs of Commerce, 
have gained from us a Treaſure equal to a 
Mine of Gold, hp 


THz Nation in Queen Elizabeth's Time 
being in its Infancy in Trade, ſet out with 
great Frugality, and ſaved Money, and 
grew rich apace, and our Merchants ſpread 
themſelves over all Europe, Turkey, and 
America, as well as India, and introduced 
our Manufactures and Products where- 
ever they went. Their Riches nt + 
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by: this Traffick, they not only had Money 
enough to carry on their Trade, but ſup- 
plied Foreign Princes, lent Money upon 
Bottomree, and upon Commodities in all 
Countries : The Remittances from whence 


| ſwelled the Balance of Trade ſo. much in 


our Favour, that tho' in King Charlies the 
Second's Time, the Folly of that Reign 
encouraged the Wearing the Manufactures 
of France to that Degree, that it is com- 
monly allowed we paid them a Balance of 
Trade we drove. with them, of at leaſt 
Twelve or thirteen hundred thouſand 
Pounds: yearly ;. notwithſtanding which, 
the Profits. of our Commerce, and Money 
Abroad employ'd in Trade, was ſo very 
conſiderable, that Silver and Gold were 
plentier in England, both in his and King 
James's Reigns, than any other neighbour- 
ing Kingdom, which occaſioned Quantities. 
to be coined here. | 


Bur upon the War with France, ſome: 
Gentlemen rather adviſed to borrow Mo- 
ney at Intereſt, than raiſe neceſſary Sup- 
plies within the Compaſs of the Year, to 
carry on that juſt and neceſſary War, which 
had that evil Conſequence, that not only 
our Merchants who had Money at Intereſt. 
Abroad, but even Foreigners, brought in 
their Money to put in our Loans. At 

4A 5 laſt 
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laſt this brought a heavy Load upon the 
Nation; and inſtead of living in a parci- 
monious and frugal Manner, thoſe Perſons 
that had placed their Money in the Funds, 
and could judge of their Expences, fell 
into a more luxurious Way of living, which 
very much increaſed the Conſumption of 
Foreign Commodities. And whereas for- 
merly great Quantities of Bullion were 
brought into this Nation by the Balance 
of our Trade, and coined into Money, the 
Tables were turned, and as faſt as we im- 

rted any Bullion from any Part of the 

orld, it was immediately ſent away again 
to pay our Debts. When Silver was coin- 
ed here, it commonly was under Standard, 
and the Goldſmiths did not give above 
6 5. 1 d. % or 3 for Pieces of Eight, be- 
cauſe they would have ſome Profit upon 
Coining. The Caſe is ſo much altered 
now, that Silver has been above Standard, 
which has been bought up and exported 
to pay the Balance of our Trade. This 
is fo evident a Truth, that I believe it can- 
not be denied; yet ſo miſtaken are many 
People, that they cannot ſee the Difference 
between having a vaſt Treaſure of Silver 
and Gold in the Kingdom, and the Mint 
employed in coining Money, the only 
true Token of Treaſure and Riches, and 
having it carried away; but they ſay Mo- 
ney 
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ney is a Commodity like other Things, 
and think themſelves never the, poorer for 
what the Nation daily exports. This hath 
drawn me into the Conſideration of our 
National Benefit, that it may be thorough- 
ly weighed. I have thought the only Me- 
thod to furniſh Gentlemen with proper 
Conſiderations, is to give ſome Account 
of the Commodities the Nations we trade 
with take from us, and what we take from 


them, and to give my Thoughts where E 
think the Balance lies. 
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TRADE between England and 
Turkey. 


XS Turkey is the outmoſt Bounds of 
the Mediterranean, I ſhall begin our 
Commerce with that mighty Empire. 


Fx Commodities they take from us, 
are chiefly Broad-cloth, Long-ells, Tin, 
Lead, and ſome Iron; and the Exgliſb Mer- 
chants frequently buy up French and Lisbon 


Sugars, and tranſport thither, as well as 
Bullion from Cadiz. 


BuT notwithſtanding, the Turkey Trade 
is very uſeful, the Goods we ſend being 
fully manufactured, and carried to them 
in our own Shipping; and the Commodi- 
ties we take from them in Returns, are alſo 
in our own Navigation. 


TE Commodities we take from them 
are chiefly Raw, and very proper to carry 
on our Home Manufactures, and employ 
our Poor, as well as for Re- exportation. 
'The great Value is in Raw Silk. We take 
beſides, Grogram-Yarn, Dying-Stuffs of 
ſundry 


(13) 
ſundry Kinds, Drugs, Soap, Leather, Cot- 
ton, and ſome Fruit, Oyl, Sc. 


N. B. The Turkey Silk is only fit for the 
Shute of our fine Damasks, and other 
coloured Silks, and for making Silk. 
Stockings, Gallooms, and Silver and 
Gold Lace; but not proper for the 
Warp of any Silk, not being fine 
enough, nor even enough for Grgan- 
zine, or double twiſted Silk, that be- 
ing all Jalian; nor indeed even enough 
for the Shute or Woof of black Luſt- 
rings, Alamodes, or Paduaſoys, the: 
Shute of that being alſo Lalian. 
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TRADE between England and 
| Italy. 


TALY takes from us Broad- cloth, 
Long-ells, Bays, Druggets, Calliman- 
coes, Camblets, and divers other Stuffs ; 
Leather, Tin, Lead; great Quantities of 
Fiſh, as Pilchards, Herrings, Salmon, New- 
foundland Codd, c. Pepper, and other 
Eaft India Goods. 
3 Tag 
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Tur Commodities England takes from 
them, are raw, thrown and wrought Silk, 
Wine, Oyl, Soap, Olives, ſome Dyers Ware, 
Anchovies, Sc. 


FoRMERLY we received a conſiderable 
Balance from them; but the French now 
{upplying them with very great Quantities 
of Woollen Manufactures, and alſo ha- 
ving got Part of the Newfoundland Trade 
from us; and as we import great Quan- 
tities of thrown and raw Silk 22 thence, 
to carry on our Manufactures, it is thought 
the Balance now againſt us is conſider- 


able, 


THz [aligns have an excellent Method 


of throwing their Silk by a Water En- 


gine, which, with a few Runde to attend 
it, will do more Work than a hundred 
Perſons can do at throwing according to 
our Method. Indeed, fine Italian raw Silk 
cannot be thrown to Truth and good Work- 
manſhip by any other Method, the Engine 
going ſo much truer than 1t can be wrought 
by Hand. We have been fo unfortunate as 
never to have had any ſuch Engine till of 
late; and there is but one compleat in * 
Kingdom. 


C HA P. IV, 
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CHA P. IV. 


TRADE between England and 
Spain. 


PAIN takes from us Broad-cloth, 
Druggets, Callimancoes, Bays, Stuffs. 
of divers Kinds, Leather, Fiſh, Tin, Lead, 
Corn, Sc. 


Tux Commodities England takes from: 
them, are Wine, Oy], Fruit of divers Kinds, 
Wooll, Indigo, Cochineal, and dying Stuffs: 
'The Bulk of the Commodities we take trom 
them, are the Produce of their own Coun- 
try, viz. Wine, Oyl, and Fruit; ſo that 
the Spaniards pay for our Woollen, and all 
other Products, at a very eaſy Rate; and 
if it were not for the great Conſumption 
of Spaniſþ Wines, Fruits, and Oyls, in 
England, their Sales of thoſe Commodities 
would amount. but to a Trifle, having no. 
Nation for their Cuſtomers but us, Holland, 
and a very ſmall Matter to Flanders, Ham- 
bourg, and the Baltick, 


*T is ſuppoſed we take off at leaſt two 
Thirds of the Whole; ſo that although 
we are obliged to the Spaniards for their 
Cuſtom for our Manufactures, they * 

eſs 
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leſs obliged to us for taking off their Pro- 
ducts. 


FoRMERLY we received a great Ba- 
lance from them in Bullion, but fince the 
Houſe of Bourbon has filled the Spani/h 
Throne, and introduced French Stuffs, and 
French Faſhions, it is preſumed the Balance 
is but very ſmall in our Favour... 


- 


CHAP. V. 
TRADE Aeon England and 
Portugal. 


O RTU GA takes from us Broad- 
cloth, Druggets, Bays, Long: ells, 
Galnmancbes and all other Sorts of Stuffs, 
as well as Tin, Lead, Leather, Fiſh, Corn, 
and other Engli/þ Commodities. 


ENGLAND takes from them great 
Quantities of Wine, Oyl, Salt, and Fruit; 
by which Means their ſpare Lands (ſince 
they have the Supplying us with Wine) 
are greatly improved; and though we 
may allow a conſiderable Balance to be 

brought 
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brought us, yet it is not ſo great as ſome 
imagine. 


Tnzg Portugueſe have much abated of 
their Induſtry, ſince the finding out the 
Gold and Silver Mines in the Bragils; and 
well they may, the Working thoſe Mines 
turning to better Account than their plant- 
ing Sugar and Tobacco; the importing of 
which from our Plantations, has beat thofe 
of Portugal and Spain out of the Northern 
Parts of Europe, as a little Encouragement 
and good Regulation would do in the Me- 
diterrancan; and we have now a fair Op- 
portunity of enlarging our Commerce, pro- 
vided we make uſe of it. Of which in its 
proper Place, 
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CHAP. VI, | 


TRADE between England and | 
France. | 


\RANCE takes from England large 

uantities of Tobacco, Horn- plates, 

Tin, ſome Lead, ſome Flannens, and Corn 
in Time of Scarcity. 


_ ENGL AND takes from France, Wine, 
Brandy, Linnen, fine Lace, fine Cam- 
bricks, and Cambrick Laws, to a prodi- 
gious Value, Brocades, Velvets, and many 
other rich Silk Manufactures, which are 
1 either run in upon us, or come by way of 
/ Holland ; the Humour of ſome of our No- 
| © bility and Gentry being ſuch, that altho* 
| we have thoſe Manufactures made as good, 
1 if not better than the French, yet they are 
forced to be called by the Name of French 
if to make them fell. Their Linnens are run 
in upon us in very great Quantities, as are 
their Wine and Brandy from Land's End 
even to the Downs. Their Brandies have 
been fold from 35. to 3 5. 6 d. per Gallon, 
and their Claret from 3 5. to 45. the beſt, 
tho the bare Duty of the Brandy is 6 6. 
8 d. per Gallon, and the Duty of their 
| Wine 
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Wine 52 J. per Tun, or 13 d. per Quart. 
This muſt drain us of our Gold and Sil- 
ver; for the Smugglers carry nothing out 
but Gold, Silver, and Wooll, to purchaſe 
thoſe Commodities with, It is a Misfor- 
tune upon us, that our Intereſt is not better 
conſider'd; we might be ſupplied with 
fine Rum from our Plantations, that would 
be more acceptable tro our common People 
than French Brandy, provided the Impor- 
tation was ſufficiently encouraged 3 then 
the Nation would be ſupplied with that 
Spirit at little or no Charge ; for it would 
nat coſt above 12 d. Sterling per Gallon 
Abroad; and, in Reality, it could not 
ſtand us in one fifth Part ef that: For it is 
ſhewn in the following Diſcourfe, that four 
Fifths of all that is gained in the Planta- 
tions, comes Home to us. France, above 
all other Nations, is the worſt for Eng- 
land to trade with: It produces moſt 
Things neceſſary for Life, and wants very 
little either for Luxury or Convenience, ſome 
few Materials excepted to help to carry on 
their Manufactures ;. the chief of which are 
Wool, and ſome dy ing Stuffs. 


HENRY the Fourth eſtabliſhed their 
Linnen Manufacture ſo, that they have 
not only enough ro ſupply themſelves, 
but export mighty Quantities. He allo 

E encouraged 
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encouraged the Planting Mulberry Trees, 
and making of Silk, which 1s now brought 
to ſo great Perfection, that we are credib- 
ly informed, they make within themſelves 
ſufficient Quantities for carrying on all 
their Manutactures; and not only ſo, but 
they have exported ſome of their thrown 
Silk to be ſold at Leghorn ; which is ſaid, 
in all Refpe&ts is as good as the beſt Silk 
made in Haly; ſo that what raw Silk they 
have from Abroad, is in Returns for their 
Woollens, and other Manufactures, which 
they ſend out again to Leghorn for a Mar- 
ker, They have laid down ſome of their 
beft Lands for Paſturage to mend the 
Growth of ' their Wool: Thoſe political 
and frugal Meaſures muſt make them the 
richeſt Nation in Europe. They have mo- 
del'd every Thing ſo well, that they ſend 
out their Silk and Linnen Manufactures 
moſtly of theif own: Product, and have 
the Returns again in Silver and Gold: 
Great Part indeed of their Woollen Manu- 
fact ure is carried on with Spaniſh and Iriſh 
Wooll. What they import from Ireland 
might be prevented, if proper Care was 
taken; but inſtead of that, there is a Duty 
of 19 d. Farthing per Stone laid upon all 
that comes to England : So that the French 
buy theirs in Ireland near 20 per Cent. cheap- 
er than we. | 

bl CHAP. VIL 
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CHAP. VII. 
TRADE between England and 


Flanders. 


LAND E RS takes from us Serges, 


a few Flannens, a very few Stuffs, Su- 
gar, Tobacco, Tin and Lead. 


ENGLAND takes from them fine 
Lace, fine Cambricks and Cambrick Lawns, 
Flanders whited Linnens, Threads, Tapes, 
Incles, and divers other Commodities to a 
very great Value: But the Dutch having 
the Command of. the Mouth of the Scheld, 
do thereby ſecure to themſelues in a great 
Meaſure the Paſſage of Goods to and from 
Flanders through Holland; ſo that it is diffi- 
cult to judge what the Balance we pay to 
them amounts to. But it is undobtedly 
very conſiderable, we being their greateſt 
Cuſtomers for thoſe Commodities; and yet 
they prohibit our Woollen Cloths; which, 
if freely admitted, *tis thought would not 


amount to one fifth Part of what we take 
from them, | 
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CHA P. VIIL 
TRADE between England and 


Germany. 


ERMANY takes from England 
Broad-cloth, Druggets, Long-ells, 
Serges, and ſeveral Sorts of Stufts, To- 
bacco, Sugar, Ginger, Eaſt India Goods, 
Tin, Lead, and ſeveral other C ommodities, 


the great Conſumption of which is in che | 


Lower Germany, 


ENGLAND takes from them pro- 
digious Quantities of Linnen, Linnen-yarn, 
Kid Skins, Tin Plates, and a great many 
other Commodities. 


AccoRDING to the Cuſtom-houſe Ac- 
counts, the Balance was thought to be in 
our Favour, when we were ſupplied by 
France with Linnens; but ſince the high 
Duty upon French Linnens, the Emperor, 
and other Princes of Germany, have gained 
that Manufacture, which has greatly en- 

riched them; and yet, notwithſtanding 


| thoſe great Advantages they have by im- 


porting their Linnens upon us, ſome of 
them have prohibited ſeveral Sorts of our 
Woollen 


— . · Bi: 
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Woollen Manufactures, and others have 


prohibited all; which gives them a very 
great Balance upon us. 


CHAP. IX. 
TRADE between England, Nor- 


way aud Denmark. 


ORWAY and Denmark take from 
Eiland Guineas, Crown Pieces, and 
Bullion, a little Tobacco, and a few coarte 
Woollens of ſmall Value. 


ENGLAND takes from Norway, &c. 
vaſt Quantities of Deal Boards, Timber, 
Spars and Iron, We pay them a very great 


Balance, and their rebuilding great Ships 


of Burthen (deſtroyed in the War between 
them and Sweden) will again eſtabliſh them 
in the Navigation and Freight of their 
Timber, and will greatly increaſe their Ba- 
lance upon us. 


CHA P. . 
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CHAP. X. 


TRADE between England and | 


Sweden. 


Gold, Silver, and but a ſmall Quan- 
tity of the Manufactures and Production of 
England. 


ENGLAND takes from Sweden near 
two Thirds of the Iron wrought up or con- 
ſumed in the Kingdom, Copper, Boards, 
Plank, Sc. the Balance they drew from 
us amounted before the late War with Den- 
mark, to between two and three hundred 
thouſand Pounds yearly, beſides the Freight 


of their own Product, which we paid them 
tor likewiſe, 


CHAP, Xl, 


WEDEN takes from England our | 
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C HA P. XI. 
TRADE between England and 
Ruſſia. 


USSIA takes from England ſome 
coarſe Cloth, Long-ells, Worſted Stuffs, 
Tin, Lead, Tobaccoes, and a few other 
Commodities, 


ENGLAND takes from RNuſſia, 
Hemp, Flax, Linnen- cloth, Linnen-yarn, 
NRuſſia Leather, Tallow, Furs, Iron, Pot- 
aſh, Sc. to an immenſe Value. But ha- 
ving no other Market to go to for Hemp, 
where any great Quantities may be had, 
they are paid their own Prices for what 
we take of them, | 


B . CHAP, XII 
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CHAP. XII. 


TRADE between England and 


Holland. 


OLLAND takes from England, 
Broad-cloth, Druggets, Long ells, 
Stuffs of a great many Sorts, Leather, 
Corn, Coals, and ſomething of almoſt 


every thing that this Kingdom produces; 
beſides all Sorts of India and Turkey re- ex- 


ported Goods, Sugars, Tobacco, Rice, 


Ginger, Pitch and Tar, and ſundry other 
Commodities of the Produce of our Ame- 
rican Plantations. 


ENGLAND takes from Holland great 
Quantiries of fine Hollands Linnen, Threads, 
Tapes and Incles, Whale Fins, Braſs Bat- 
tery, Madder, Argol, with a large Num- 
ber of other Commodities, and Toys, 
Clapboard Wainſcot, Sc. But according 
to the Cuſtom-houſe Accounts, we over- 
balance them in Trade to a conſiderable 
Value. According to this View of the 
Trade with Holland, the Balance paid us is 
thrice as much as we receive from either 
Portugal or Spain. But when we conſider 
the great Number of Smugling Ships that 

are 
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are employed between this Kingdom and 
Holland, and the Supply we have from 
them of Pepper, and all other Sorts of In- 
dia Spice, with Callicoes, Muſlins, India 
# Silks, and Romals, and other Manufac- 
# tures of India, Coffee, Tea, China Ware, 
and very great Quantities of Hollands and 
fine Lace, Cambricks, Dutch Paduaſoys, 
Velvets, and other wrought Silks, it is apt 
to furniſh the thinking Part of Mankind 
with other Notions. 
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C HAP XIII. 
TRADE between England and 


Ireland. 


en 
1 — 8 — — 
| þ 

7 * 


RELAND takes from England fine 
Broad-cloth, Rich Silks, Ribbons, Gold 
and Silver Lace, manufactured Iron and 
Cutlery Wares, Pewter, great W ee 
of Hops, Coals, Dying Wares, Iobacco, 
dugar, Zaſt India Goods, Raw. Silk, Hol- 
lands, and almoſt every Thing they uſe, 


but coarſe Linnens, coarſe Woollens, and 
Latables. 


B 2 ENG- 
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ENGLAND takes from Treland Þ 
Woollen yarn, Linnen-yarn, great Quan- 
tities of Wooll in the Fleece, tor carrying 
on our Manufactures, and employing our 
Poor, ſome Tallow : But that which makes 
Ireland ſo very profitable to England, is, 
that it is thought near one Third Part of | 


the Rents of the Whole belong to Engi/h 
Noblemen and Gentlemen that dwell . 
beſides the very large Sums that are ſpent 
for the Education of their Youth, by the 
great Number of Nobility and Gentry that 
reſort to the Engliſh Court, and thoſe who 
come to ſolicit for Places and Employ- 
ments. There may be added to theſe the 
Sums of Money that are paid to Perſons 
that have Places and Penſions out of the 
Iriſo Revenues, who reſide here; beſides 
they, upon their Eſtabliſhment, maintain 
10 or 12000 Men, who are always ready 
upon any Emergency. 


TE have an extraordinary Trade for 


their Hides, Tallow, Beef, Butter, Sc. to 
Holland, Flanders, France, Portugal and 
Spain, which enables them to make large 


Remittances to keep their Balance with us. 
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VG H:.A TP. . 


TRADE betweeu England and the 


Sugar Plantations. 


UR Sugar Plantations take from Eng- 

land all Sorts of Cloathing, both 
Linnen, Silks, and Woollen, wrought Iron, 
Braſs, Copper; all Sorts of Houſhold Fur- 
niture, and a great Part of their Food; ſo 
that they are entirely dependant on us, 


Tur ſend us Sugar, Ginger, and ſe- 
veral Commodities, enough for our own 
Conſumption, and formerly we re-exported 
as much as brought in ſeveral hundred 
thouſand Pounds yearly. They fend us 
all the Bullion and Gold they can meet 
with, but rarely carry out any. And 
doubtleſs would produce a great many other 
Commodities, which we now have from 
India by way of Holland, as Cinnamon, 
Cloves, Nutmegs, Mace, Coffee, Sc. pro- 
vided they were planted, and effectual Care 
taken of them, 
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CH AP. XV. | 
TRADE between England and the | 


Tobacco Plantations. 


T'HE Tobacco Plantations take from 
England their Cloathing, Houſhold 
Goods, Iron Manufactures of all Sorts, 
Saddles, Bridles, Braſs and Copper Wares ; 
and notwithſtanding their dwelling among 
the Woods, they take their very Turners 
Wares, and almoſt every Thing elſe that 
may be called the Manufacture of Eng- 
land: So that indeed it is a very great 
Number of People that are employed to 
8 a ſufficient Supply of Goods for 
em. 


ENGLAND takes from them not 
only what Tobacco we conſume at Home, 
but very great Quantities for Re-expor- 
tation, which may properly be ſaid to be 
the ſureſt Way of enriching this King- 

om, 


CHAP. XVI. 
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CHAP. AVI. 
T RA DE between England and 


Carolina. 


eee eee lies in as happy a Cli- 
mate as any in the World, from 32 
to 36 Degrees of Northern Latitude, The 
Soil is generally fertile: The Rice it pro- 
duces is ſaid to be the beſt in the World; 
and no Country affords better Silk than has 
been brought from thence, though for 
want of ſufficient Encouragement, the Quan- 
tity imported is very ſmall. I is ſaid both 
Bohea and Green Tea have been raiſed 
there extraordinary good of the Kind. The 
Olive Tree grows wild, and thrives very 
well, and might ſoon be be improved ſo 
far as to ſupply us with large Quantities 
of Oyl. *Tis ſaid the Fly, from whence 
the Cocheneal is made, 1s found very com- 
monly ; and it Care was taken, very great 
Quantities might be made, The Indigo 
Plant grows exceeding well; and *tis 
thought, if rightly improved, we might 
be ſupplied with both the aforeſaid Com- 
modities, not only to anſwer our Home- 
Conſumption, but with large Quantities 
tor Re- exportation. The Country has 
B 4 Plenty 
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Plenty of Iron Mine in it ; and would pro- 
duce excellent Hemp and Flax, if Encou- 
ragement was given for raiſing it. It lies 
as convenient as any of our Colonies in 
America for carrying on the Skin Trade, 
and ſupplying the Indian Nations with 
Engliſʒñh Commodities. The Rice Trade, 
ſince it hath been made an enumerated 
Commodity, is under great Diſcourage- 
ment; for it cannot be ſent directly to Por- 
tugal and Spain, as formerly; and it will 
not bear the Charge of bringing Home 
and reſhipping, unleſs it be at the Time 
when the Crops in the Milaneſe and Egypt 
prove bad. 


Tur Enumeration was obtain'd by 2 
Captain (a) of a Ship employ'd by a Com- 
pany then trading to Carolina; for ſeveral 
Ships going from England thither, and pur- 

ü chaſing Rice for Portugal, prevented the 
. aforeſaid Captain of a Loading. Upon 
his coming Home, he poſſeſſed a Member 
1 of (5) Parliament (who was very frequent- 
ly employed to prepare Bills) with an Opi- 
nion, that carrying Rice directly to Portu- 
gal was a Prejudice to the Trade of Eng- 
land, and privately got a Clauſe into an 


ae — — 


(a) Cole. (5) Mr. Lowndes. 


Act 
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Act (c) to make it an enumerated Commo- 
dity 3 by which Means he ſecured a Freight 
to himſelf, But the Conſequence proved a 
vaſt Loſs to. the Nation ; and that Trade 
is not ſuppoſed to be one third Part 
of what it might have been by this Time. 
Now this could not have happened, if that 
Gentleman. who brought in that Claule had 
underſtood the Nature and Circulation of 
Trade, he would then have known, that it 
is much more the Intereſt of the Englih 
Merchant to fell his Rice in Portugal, and 
have the Money remitted thence, than it is 
to have it brought to England, aſterwards 
ſhipp*'d to Holland, Hamburgh, or Portu- 
gal; for the Difference in the Freight and 
Charges is at leaſt 30 per Cent. 


N. B. As Carolina is like to become the 
Property of the Crown, the rich 
Grounds. that lie under the Apulachean 
Hills, and thro' Firginta, Sc. are in- 
viting Places for railing Silk, Hemp 
and Flax, the Air being accounted 
healthy and pure, and the Country is 
large enough to canton out into diſtinct 
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(c) 3, 4, 2. A. Act for contmuing the Duty on Low 
Wines, Coffee, Tea, Oc. 
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Lots all the Inhabitants we ſhall be ca- 
pable of ſending, from whence they 
will have the Convenience of ſendin 
all their Goods down by Navigable 
Rivers, which would alſo be a Securi- 
ty to our Frontiers againſt the In- 
croachments of the French, who lie on 
the other Side thoſe Mountains, 


CHAP. XY 


TRADE between England and 
Penſilvania. 


ENSILY ANT A within forty Years 

has made wonderful Improvements ; 
they have built a large and regular City; 
they have cleared great Tracts of Land, 
and raiſed very great Quantities of Wheat 
and other Proviſions z; and they have, by 
Way of Jamaica, beat out a very great 
Trade for their Corn and Proviſions to the 


Spaniſh Weſt- Indies; and if this Trade be 


properly nurſed up, it may draw the Spa- 
niſʒu Coaſt very much to depend on us for a. 
Supply of Flower, Bisket, Sc. which may 
be of great Advantage to us. 
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I'T is already attended with that good 
Conſequence, that it hath ſupplied them 
with Gold and Silver, which 1s frequently 
brought Home by our trading Ships from 
thence, and has very much enlarged their 
Demands upon us for Broad-cloth, Kerſies, 
Druggets, Serges, Stufts, and Manufactures. 
of all Sorts, | 


Tazy ſupply the Sugar Plantations with 
Pipe and Barrel Staves, and other Lumber ; 
with Flower, Bisket, Pork, Sc. But this 
is not ſufficient for their Cloathing, and 
therefore are forced to make ſomething by 
their own Labour and Induſtry to anſwer 
that End, 


CHAP. XVIIE 


TRADE between England,, News 
Jerſey, aud New-York. 


HE Provinces of New Jerſey and 
New York produce much the ſame 

with Penſilvania, and their Traffick is much 
che ſame; we have what Money they can 
raile 
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raiſe to buy our Manufactures for their 
Cloathing ; and what they further want, 
they are forced to manufacture for them» 


ſel ves, as the aforeſaid Colonies do. 


HA F. XIE 
TRADE between England aud 


New England. 


EMW- ENGLAND takes from us 
all Sorts of Woollen Manufactures, 
Linnen, Sail- cloth and Cordage for rigging 
their Ships, Haberdaſhery, Sc. To raiſe 
Money to pay for what they take of us, 
they are forced to viſit the Spaniſh Coaſts, 
where they pick up any Commodity they 
can trade for. They carry Lumber and 
Proviſions to the Sugar Plantations; ex- 
change Proviſions for Logwood with the 
Logwood Cutters at Campeachey. They 
ſend Pipe and Barrel Staves, and Fiſh to 
Spain, Portugal, and the Streigbis. They 
fend Pitch, Tar, and Turpentine, to Exg- 


land, with ſome Skins: But all thoſe Com- 


modities fall very ſhort of purchaſing their 
Cloathing in Zngland ; and therefore md 
_ 
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other Neceſſaries they want, they are forced 


to manufacture for themielves, as the afore- 
mentioned Colonies. 


CHAT, AX. 


TRADE between England and' 


Africa. 


UR Trade with Africa. is very profit- 

able to the Nation in general: It has 
this Advantage, that it carries no Money 
out, and not only ſupplys our Plantations 
with Servants, but. brings in a great deal 
of Bullion for thoſe that are ſold to the 
Spaniſh Weſt- Indies, beſide Gold Duſt, and 
other Commodities, as Redwood, Teeth, 
Guinea Grain, Sc. ſome of which are re- 
exported, The Supplying. our Plantations 
with Negroes 1s of that extraordinary Ad- 
vantage to us, that the Planting Sugar and 
Tobacco, and carrying on Trade there, 


could not be ſupported without them; 


which Plantations, as I have elſewhere ob- 
ſerved, are the great Cauſes of the Increaſe 
of the Riches of the Kingdom. There has 


been great Struggles by the African Com- 
pany 
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pany to engroſs that Trade to themſelves 3 
by which Means they would not only pre- 
vent the large Profits that are brought 
into the Nation by the Trade private Ad- 
venturers drive thither, but would alſo be 
one great Means of ruining our Plantati- 
ons; for, as J have already obſerved, our 
Plantations are ſupported by the Labour 
of Slaves, and our Profit either more or 
leſs, according to the Numbers there em- 
ployed ; and as the Trade is now drove 
on by private Adventurers, they puſh it 
with all imaginable Vigour ; and the Plan- 
ters have not only very great Numbers of” 
Slaves brought in, but they are alſo afford- 
ed them at moderate Prices. But if this 
Trade ſhould fall into the Hands of the 
Company, the Management, I am afraid, 
would be as it has been in ſome other Com- 
panies, carried on to the Enriching par- 
ticular Perſons, who too often trade away 
the Company's Eſtates ; whereas private 
Traders put themſelves into all Methods 
of Frugality, Indyſtry, and good Manage- 
ment; which indeed evidently appears by 
the Trade the Company drove, and what 
private Adventurers have done : For the 
Company at beſt, by what Iapprehend,never 
traded for above Five or Six thouſand Ne- 
groes yearly, whereas private Adventurers 
have traded for Thirty thouſand or up- 
. wards 3 


39-1 
wards : And if ever our Trade ſhould come 
to be put under a Company, I ſhall take. 
it for granted, that our Improvements in 
the Plantations, which 1s carried on by the 
Labour of Negroes, would ſoon decline, 


CHA ©. . 
TRADE between England and 
Eaſt-India, 


S the greateſt Empires, and the vaſt- 
eſt Numbers of People are found in 
that Part ot the World called Aa, I was 
ready to ſpend my Thoughts upon the No- 
tions ſome have of the Advantages that 
might be drawn to us by the Induftry of 
the Englih Nation in trading from one 
Ciao to another; but conſidering, 
that Trade is limited by Charter, I ſhall 
only touch upon fome Particulars, We 
fend very great Quantities of Bullion thi- 
ther, as well as ſome Manufactures of this 
Kingdom, which purchaſe there, at very 
low Prices, the Products and ManufaRures 
of India and China, which are brought 
Home in our own Navigation; out of 

I which 
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which we ſupply ourſelves with Muſſins, 
Callicoes, and other Cotton Cloaths, ſufi- 
cient tor our own Conſumption ; as alſo 
with Coffee, Tea, and Raw Silk; and, it 
is ſuppoſed, ſell to Foreigners as many of 
the ſaid Commodities as repay for all the 
Bullion ſhipp'd out, and leave with us 


beſide a very conſiderable Balance upon that 
Trade, | 


BENGAL Raw Silk is bought at 
very low Prices there, and is very uſeful 


in carrying on the Manufactures of this 
Kingdom. 


CHINA, Silk is of excellent Staple, 
and comes. at little above one Third of 
the Price of 1talian Piedmont Silk. The 
Duty of Bengal Raw Silk being one Third 
more, and China near three T imes as much. 
as that of Halian, hinders our being ſup- 
plied ſo fully as we ought, and. is a great. 
Damage to the Nation; tor we pay the 
Duke of Savoy all ready Money for what. 
we have from him, which as effectually 
drains us of our Bullion, as the India or. 
China Trade does; with this Aggravation, 
that. almoſt three Pounds of China Silk may 
be purchaſed for the Money that one Pound: 
of Piedmont Silk coſts us, 


SY 
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ALT H o' Silver is not ſent out di- 
rectly to Piedmont, as it is to India, yet in 
Fact it is the ſame Thing; for the Ba- 
lance of ſome other Trade is carried thi- 
ther, which otherwiſe would be remitted 
tO Us. 


TAE Silk of China will anſwer, in moſt 
Reſpects, the Uſe of Halian Silk, provi- 
ded we could be ſupplied with the fine 
Raw Silk of which they make their Da- 
masks, Sattins, and other fine Manu- 
factures, which by the Curioſity of thoſe 
Silks, muſt come up to the Goodneſs of 
Ttalian Silk. 


Tre China Silk that we commonly re- 
ceive, is purchaſed at Canton, the neareſt 
Port we trade to in China; but their fine 
Silk is made in the Provinces of Nankin 
and Chekiam, where their fine Manufac- 
tures are carried on, and where prodigious 
Quantities of Raw Silk are made, .and the 
beſt in all China. We have never import- 
ed any of the Superfine here, but two or 
three Ships have brought extraordinary 
good, the beſt of which, we are informed, 
was brought from Amoy; and doubtlels, 
if Encouragement was given for the Im- 
portation of that fine Silk, it might be 
thrown here, and our Manufactures carried 

On 
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on at a ſmall Expence to the Nation : The 
Countries of Chekiam and Nankin that pro- 


duce it, are much to the Northward of the 


Places we now trade to, and near Chuſan, 
about five or ſix hundred Miles to the 
Northward of Canton, an Iſland in which 
we formerly had a Factory, and were admit- 
ted to trade. 


TRAT Country is very cold in Winter, 
and I have been informed, fome of our 
Woollen Goods have fold very well there, 
only our Callimancoes and Long- 
Els. 


Bes1Des, the Countries of Chekiam and 
Nankin are near the Heart of the Empire, 
where the greateſt Trade is drove; and 
Nankin being the Metropolis of Trade in 


that Country, as London is in England, ſhe 


ſends out her Manufactures and Merchan- 
dize to Canton, as we do to Briſtol, and 


other Out-ports. But as Canton is the 


neareſt Port, ſome Captains and Super- 
cargoes raiſe Objections againſt going fur- 
ther down the Coaſt, alledging that it is a 
difficult Pilotage, and in Danger of loſing 
their Paſſage back that Year; that the 
Mandarins, and other Officers, impoſe up- 
on them, which makes it difficult to trade 
with them. But when private Traders had 

Liberty 
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Liberty to go to China, they were of an- 


other Opinion ; they went to thoſe Places 
where they could get moſt Money; and 
the People of Cbuſan (where the Merchants 
of Nankin as well as of Hamcheu and Nim- 
po, two ather great trading Cities, lodge 
great Quantities of Merchandize) would 
be as ready to cultivate a Correſpondence 
with our Captains and Supercargoes, as the 
People of Canton are; and it is hoped we 
may find as much Encouragement to trade 
to thoſe Parts, as we now do to Canton, 
their Intereſt being the ſame among them 
all. A Trade of this Nature cannot be im- 
mediately fettled, good and prudent Ma- 
nagement and Time muſt do that. Some 
of our ingenious Gentlemen have found, 
that ſeveral of our Commodities, as well 
as our Woollens, would do very well to- 
wards the Heart of China ; and to ſpeak 
freely, every Lover of his Country ought 
to have the Advantage thereof in View, as 
well as his own private Gain, If this Trade 
could be fixed, and any Quantities vended 
in that vaſt Country, and the fine Silk 
above-mentioned imported, it would ex- 
ceedingly add to the Profits we already re- 
ceive by the Indian Trade, and bring thoſe 
Advantages with it, that may enable us 
to vye with any Kingdoms in Europe in the 


Silk Manufactures; for as Cheapneſs and 
Good- 
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Goodneſs always gives Preference, Silk ſo 
imported from China would anſwer in both 
Reſpects. And it is to be hoped, Improve- 
ments of this Kind would be readily under- 
taken by the Company, and be an accept- 


able Service to them, as well as to the Na- 
tion in general, 


TAI Licenſes given by the Company to 
private Merchants, to carry on a coaſting 
Trade in India, has been of great Advan- 
tage to this Nation, and ſeveral Merchants 
that tranſported themſelves thither, have 
by that Means been abled not only to pay 
Debts here, but alſo put themſelves into 


a Way of raiſing Fortunes for themſelves 
and Families. 


— — 


CHAP. XXII. 


French Faſhions pernicious to England. 


CARCELY any Thing is more ſur- 
prizing, than our Fondneſs of French 
Faſhions, Monſ. Colbert, that great and 
able Miniſter, ſaw how much we were at- 
tached to them. It ſo far prevailed in the 
Reign of King Charles the Second, that 

bur 
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our Faſhion-mongers were forced to go to 
France ſeveral Times in the Year to ſee 
what was fit for our Court and Quality to 
wear; which occaſioned the laying out of 


large Sums of Money in the rich Silk Ma- 
nufactures of that Kingdom. 


As ſoon as thoſe Silks came over, our 

Weavers got the Fafhion, and made Silks 
to the French Patterns ; but before they 
could diſpoſe ot them, the French artfully 
invented other new faſhion'd Silks, which 
prevented the Sale of thoſe made here, 
and diſcouraged the Engl Manufactu- 
rers, by changing Faſhions ſo often upon 
them, that they could make very little of 
the Silk Manufactures here in that King's 
Reign. 


Uyron a Debate concerning the Im- 
provement of Trade and Commerce in 
France, the King being preſent, a Trade 
to the Eaſt-Indies was propoſed, as well as 
ſeveral other Improvements. We are told 
Monſ. Colbert deliver'd his Thoughts, That 
the moſt ſpeedy Way of increaſing the 
Riches of the Kingdom, was the finding 
out of Manufactures for employing the 
Poor, and ſetting the idle People to work. 
That as Flax, Silk, and Wooll, were the 
moſt conſiderable, he ſhould as much as 


poſſible 
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poſſible produce thoſe Commodities in his 
own Country: And as Manufactures come 
to be made and worn in his Court, the 
Engli/h Nation would fall into the Wearing 
of them alſo, which would be the molt 
certain Way of enriching his Kingdom, 
and abundantly exceed all the Advantages 
that could be expected by an Indian Trade. 
Accordingly they were put to work. The 
French King himſelf, to ſet an Example, 
would wear nothing but what was the Ma- 
nufacture of France; ſo fond was he of 
promoting them, that even upon the 
Death of his Mother, when he was told 
they wanted Exgliſ Cloth for Mourning, 
he poſitively forbad his Court from wear- 
ing any other than the Manufacture of 


Fraxce, immediately ordered a Suit to be 


made for himſelf ; and when put on, deſired 
his Courtiers would come and ſee how well 


it fitted, and which of his Subjects thought 


it not good enough for them ; and *tis 
{aid took particular Notice of thoſe who 
appeared earlieſt in Cloth or Stuff of their 
own manufacturing. 


Uro the Acceſſion of King William to 
the Throne, the Parliament of England 
made Laws with great Penalties on ſuch as 
ſhould trade or deal in French Alamodes or 

Luſtrings, 
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Luſtrings, in order to eſtabliſh that Ma- 
nufacture here. 


Tux French King, on the other hand, 

gave all imaginable Encouragement to his 
Manufacturers at Lyons, Sc. and to the 
Smugglers to carry on the Trade, and run 
them into England. When a whole Knot 
was broke, he gave at one Time, as we 
have been well aſſured, Forty thouſand 
Piſtoles to ſupply them with a new 


Stock, and ſupport the carrying on that 
Trade, 


IT being a difficult Thing to give thoſe 
Silks a proper Luftre, and the Luſtring 
Company having got a Refugee, a Maſter 
at the Buſineſs, the French being informed 
of it, were never quiet till they had 
tempted him away into Switzerland ; (for 
veing a Proteſtant he would not go into 
France) when they had him there, he was 
ſoon put out af the Way, and never heard 
of afterwards. „ 


MusLins having obtained to be the 
general Wear of Europe, and the Engliſh 
Kaſt.- India Company having the Importa- 
ton of the greateſt Quantities of ſuperfine 
Muſlins, had not only the Advantage of 
wearing what was neceſſary for Home Con- 

ſumption, 
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ſumption, at a very ſmall Expence, but ex- 


ported large Quantities to moſt of the 
Countries of Europe. 


Tur French Nation was fond of wear- 
ing Muſlins to an extraordinary Degree, 
ſo that it became the general Faſhion in 
France. This occaſioned their laying aſide 
Gentings and Cambricks of their own 
Manufacture. In England there was hardly 
ſuch a Thing worn then, except a little 
for Pocket Handkerchiefs, + The French 
King, who watch'd all Opportunities for 
improving the Trade of his Country, grew 
very unealy to ſee the Wearing of Muſlins 
prevail ſo much in his Kingdom, and did 
all he could, by his own Example, and 
other Methods, to encourage the Con- 
ſumprion of Gentings, Cambricks, c. but 
he found the Work ſo difficult, that he 


was forced from Time to Time to renew 
his Edicts. ö 


A ſevere Edict was ſet forth the gth of 
Auguſt 1709, another che 28th of April 
1710, and another the 29th of March 
17123 but being too weak to effect the 
Work, he ſet forth another the 11th of 
June 1714; in which the Penalties in the 
former Acts are enumerated, and a great 
Fine laid upon the Wearer, One Edict at- 

er 
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ter another brought the People at laſt into 
the Wearing of Cambricks, Oc. 


By the Time the Peace was ſettled be- 
tween England and France, an over-fond 
Inclination in Multitudes to ſee the French 
Court carried them thither : They that 
were firſt Maſters of French Faſhions, 
thought they had found out a great Se- 
cret, and turning themſelves as much' as 
poſſible into Frenchmen in their Modes and 
Dreſs, they came Home, and gave large 
Accounts of what was worn at the French 
Court; and among the reſt, that Muſlins 
were out of Faſhion, and Cambricks al- 
together in Wear; and as a Demonſtration 
thereof, ſhew'd their Cambrick Neck- 
cioths, Ruffles, Cc. made for them in 
France. & 


TAE Sight of theſe French Faſhions 
operated wonderfully upon the Minds of 
Numbers of our People, and nothing 
would ſatisfy them but the ſame Dreſs. 
This ſoon diffuſed itſelf over the Nation; 
thus French Faſhions, after they had bcen 
diſuſed during the War, crept in, and 
Muſlins, that coſt but a Trifle in India, 
brought Home in our own Navigation, 
(beſides a vaſt Quantity for Re-exporta- 
tion) were thruſt out of Wear at Howe, 
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and diſcouraged by our Example Abroad; 


and Lawns and Cambricks, that coſt from 
Five to Twenty Shillings per Yard, became 
our general Wear, for no other Reaſon but 
becauſe the French wore them. 


THarty have been improving the 
Growth of Mulberry Trees, and increaſing 
the Produce of their Silk ever ſince Henry 
the Fourth's Time; and in Lewis the 
Fourteenth Time, Monſ. Colbert continued 
the Improvement thereof with great Suc- 
ceſs, and made that extraordinary Pro- 
greſs therein, that they now raiſe enough 
to carry on their Manufactures with their 
own Silk, as we do ours with our Wool; 
and though Silk Manufactures were here- 
tofore chiefly the Wear of Women, they 
found ir their Intereſt to run into the ma- 
king of Silk Garments for Men alſo. In 
the Summer their Nobility and. Gentry 
wear Silk Grograms and Paduaſoys for 
Coats, Waſtecoats, and Breeches, and in 
the Winter Velvets; doubtleſs being very 
ſenſible, whatever Faſhions were invented 
in 7/ance, would ſoon be fallen into by the 
Engliſh Nation. 


Taz French are very ſenſible of the 
Aſcendancy they have over us in this Re- 
ſpect. How few have we that go into 

France, 
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France, if they make any Stay there, but 
come dreſs'd up in [rench Stuffs and 
French Airs: But if any of the French 
come here, the meaneſt of them ſcorn to 
take up any of our Exgliſb Faſhions, 


| Tais is a moſt ſubſtantial Reaſon, that 
we ſhould not expect foreign Nations to 
ſend to us for new Faſhions, or faſhion- 
able Goods ; the French, our Competitors 
in Trade, can tell them with Pleaſure, 
the Engliſh have them all from France. It 
was certainly a Maſter-Piece in the French 
to keep this Nation dependant on them 
for their Faſhions; how little ſoever 
ſome may think of this, it has drawn 
many Thouſand Pounds yearly into France, 
and leſſened our Trade with Foreign Na- 
L10NS, 


I might give many other Inſtances to 
ſhew the many Arts the French have uſed 
to gain a Place with thoſe Nations they 
trade withal 3 and if they cannot effect it 
by one Means, they are never at reſt till 
they can by another, 


IT is very well known, the Spaniards 
always hated the Levity natural to the 
French, and therefore all their Art and 
Skill could never induce them to quit their 
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grave Habits, Cloaks of Bays, and the 
Reſt of the iSpani/h Garb, to put on French 
Fathions z and as they could not draw 
them over to wear their Stuffs and Ma- 
nufactures, we ſee the Pains they took to 
place one of the Houſe of Bourbon upon 
rae Spaniſh Throne, whoſe French Courtiers 
have taken great Pains to change the Af- 
fections of the Spaniards. from their own 
Dreſs, into that of the French. The ſame 
Methods they take with the Indians, which 
lie on the Back of our Settlements, from 
the River Miſiſippi to the River Canada, 
and ſo down to Cape Breton. 


As they made Uſe of Cardinal Porta- 
carero to draw over the Spaniards to re- 
ceive a King from France, the leſſer Prieſts 
are placed among the Indians, to draw 
them over into Amity and Affection to 
them; they perſuade as many as poſlible 
to be of the French Religion ; they oblige 
their People to marry with the Indians; 
and where they cannot draw them into 
French Cuſtoms, they fall into theirs. T hey 
uſe all Manner of Arts to expreſs their 
Kindneſs to ſuch as come into their Re- 
ligion; and, in ſhort, they take all Mea- 
ſures to become one People. It is ſaid to 
be otherwiſe in our Colonies, eſpecially 
New- England, &c, For we are told, after 

| they 
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they have perſuaded ſome of them to em- 
brace their Religion, inſtead of winning 
Ways to gain upon their Aﬀections, they 
often deride them for being Indians. If 
it be Fact, as J am afraid it is, it is Pity 
thoſe People were not better inſtructed ; 
and if our People cannot come up to 
the engaging Ways the French uſe, yet at 
mw that good Manners were ſhewn to 
them, 


C3 CHAP. XXII. 
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GHAPFP, XXIII. 


Propoſitions for better regulating and 
| employing the Poor. 


S I have mentioned ſeveral Incon- 
veniences and Obſtructions to our 
Trade and Commerce, I ſhall now ſpeak of 
ſome Methods to remedy the ſame, and 
ſhew wherein the Manufactures, Trade, 


and Navigation of this Kingdom may be 
enlarged. | 


Tux firſt and greateſt will be in find- 
ing effectual Ways for employing our Poor, 
and putting all the Hands to work, either 
at Home or in the Plantations, who can- 
not ſupport themſelves: And as in the 
tollowing Diſcourſe I have had in View the 
raiſing and producing great Plenty of 
Materials in our Plantations for ſetting 
the Poor to work, the ſeveral Employ ments 
ariſing from Hemp, Flax, Silk, &c. will 
afford ſuch Variety, that there will be 
enough, not only for the robuſt and ſtrong, 
but for the weakly, and even for Children; 
and doubtleſs a good Example and Perle- 
verance in the Rules of Induſtry will 
change the very Inclinations of thoſe idle 
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vagrant Perſons, who now run about the 
Kingdom, and ſpend their Time, and 
what Money they can any Way come at, 
upon their Debauches. Woe {ee all wiſe 
Governments have and do follow this Prac- 
tice, The Dutch have brought their Poor 
under ſuch Regulations, that there is 
ſcarcely a Beggar to be ſeen in the whole 
United Provinces; for that no other Na- 
tion may under-work them, they take all 
imaginable Care ta keep all Materials for 
Manufactures as low as poſſible, and lay 
their Taxes upon ſuch Things as the Peo- 
ple cannot ſubſiſt without, as Latables, 
Firing, Sc. very well knowing that Hun- 
ger and Cold will make People work to 
ſupply their Neceſſities. Flanders and 
Hambourg purſue the ſame Meaſures for 
ſuppreſſing Idleneſs and Beggary. Queen 
Elizabeth made good Laws for reſtraining 
Vagrants, ſturdy. Beggars, and all looſe, 
idle, diſorderly People, by erecting Work- 
houſes in ſeveral Counties of the Kingdom, 
to keep. them to hard Labour, Indeed it 
ts faid the Laws in Force do not impower 
the Maſters of Work-houſes to adminifter 
Correction to ſuch as will not work, which 
it is hoped will now be rectiſied. Notwith- 
landing this was not provided for, her 
wite Miniſtry had conſidered the Advan- 
tages that would accrue to the Nation, by 

a reforming 


3 
reforming the looſe Manners of the meaner 
People, and employing them in ſuch pro- 
ficable Works and ManufaQures as would 
enrich the Kingdom, and render it con— 
ſiderable, by enlarging our Trade, and 

ſupplying foreign Markets with our Wool- 
len Goods, and other Products of the Na- 
tion 3 for the turning the Practice of this 


Sort of People from Idleneſs to Labour, is 
alſo turning their Minds and Inclinations 


from Lewdneſs to Virtue. 


IT has been remarked by our Clothiers 
and other Manufactures, that when Corn 
has been cheap, they have had great Dif- 
ficulty to get their Spinning, and other 
Work done ; for the Poor could buy Pro- 
viſion enough with two or three Days Wa- 
ges to ſerve them a Week, and would ſpend 
the Reſt in Idlenefs, Drinking, Sc. But 


when Corn has been dear, they have been 


forced to ſtick all the Week at it; and the 
Clothiers have had more Work done with 
all the Eaſe that could be deſired, and 
the conſtant Application to Buſineſs had 
fixed their Minds ſo much to it, that they 
have not only had Money enough to pur- 
chaſe Food, but allo to provide them- 
ſelves with Cloaths and other Neceſſaries, 
whereby to live comfortably. Some few 
other Regulations were added in the Reign 
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of King James the Firſt, as well as in the 
Reigns of King Charles the Firſt and Se- 
cond, and many good ones were added in 
the Reigns of King William and Queen 
Anne, for ſtrengthening the former Laws, 
and keeping the Poor to their proper Settle- 
ments, ſtrictly enjoining the Juſtices of 
Peace, Conſtables, and other Officers, to 
put the ſeveral Laws in Execution, and for 
levying ſundry Fines to which they were lia- 
ble. But notwithſtanding we have ſo ma- 
ny excellent Laws, great Numbers of ſtur- 
dy Beggars, looſe and vagrant Perſons, in- 
feſt the Nation, but no Place more than 
the City of London and Parts adjacent, If 
any Perſon is born with any Defect or De- 
tormity, or maimed by Fire or any other 
Caſualty, or by any inveterate Diſtemper, 
which renders them miſerable Objects, 
their Way is open to London, where they 
have free Liberty of ſhewing their nauſeous 
Sights to terrify People, and force them to 
give Money to get rid of them; and thoſe 
Vagrants have for many Years paſt remov'd 
out of ſeveral Parts of the three Kingdoms, 
and taken their Stations in this Metropo- 


lis, to the Interruption of Converſation and 


Buſineſs. This mult proceed from the ve- 
ry great Neglect of the inferior Officers in 
and about this City, who ought to put the 


Laws in Execution; for in thoſe Places 


where Magiſtrates take care to keep Con- 
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ſtables, and other Officers, to their Duty, 
they have little or no Trouble of this 
Kind, eſpecially where there are Work- 
houſes. | 


TAE Magiſtrates of Briſtol have that 
City under ſuch excellent Regulation, 
that Foreign Beggars dare not appear; 
they are not troubled with obnoxious 
Sights, ſo common with us: Their Work- 
houſes are terrible enough to them ; for 
as ſoon as any of them are eſpied in the 
City, they are taken up and whipt : And 
where-ever Work-houſes have been built, 
(if well directed) the Pariſh Rates have 
been much leſſened; and doubtleſs when 
the Maſter of the Work houſe, and others 
under him, come to be experienced in 
the ſeveral Employ ments the Poor are put 
to, and perform their Duty with Inte- 
grity, there will be little Occaſion to waſte 
the Pariſh Money npon Perſons that are 
able to work ; and even Children would 
ſoon come to ſpin, or do ſomething for 
a Maintenance. The Quakers Work- 
houſe in the City of London is an Exam- 
ple of this Kind; the poor Orphans among 
them, as well as the Children of ſuch 
Poor as are not able to ſubſiſt them, are 
put to their Work-houſe, where they are 
taught to read and write certain * 
0 
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of the Day, and at other Times are put: 
to ſpin, or other Employ ments; and it 
is found by Experience, that the Children 
who can change their Employments from 
their Books to their Spinning, Sc. are as 
well ſatisfied therewith, as if they had ſo 
much Time allowed them for Play ; and 
the Emulation who ſhall do moſt and 
beſt, ſeems to be as much regarded by 
them; and they have as great a Deſire to 
excel one another, as other Children have 
at their moſt pleaſing Diverſions. And 
as the Nation has found great Advantage 
by thoſe Work-houſes which have been 
eſtabliſned by Act of Parliament, it is a 
great Pity that ſo profitable an Inſtitution 
was not made general through the Nation, 
that ſo there might be no Pretence for 
any Beggar to appear abroad. Their Ex- 
ample is very pernicious; for what they 
get by begging is conſumed commonly in 
Ale houſes, Gin-ſhops, c. and one drun- 
ken Beggar is an Inducement to a great 
many to follow the ſame Trade. Nobody 
is more deſirous the Poor ſhould be plen- 
tifully provided for than myſelf ; and if 
the preſent Allowance is not ſufficient, it 
would be much better to augment it, and 
bricig them to live in a more regular Way, 
than to ſuffer thoſe Strollers to go about 
begging from Door to. Door. I have 
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ſeen a little Book writ by that worthy Fa- 
ther of his Country Sir Matthew Hale ; 
wherein he lays down Propoſitions for 
erecting Work-houſes, viz. That the Ju- 
ſtices at their Quarter Seſſions might di- 
ſtribute the Pariſhes in their ſeveral Coun- 
ties into ſeveral Diviftons, in each of which 
there might be a Work-houſe for the Uſe 
of their reſpective Diviſions, that is to ſay, 
two, three, four or five Pariſhes to a Work- 
houſe, according to the Greatneſs or Small- 
neſs of the Pariſhes wherein they are pla- 
ced. There are ſeveral other good Rules 
laid down by him for the Government of 
ſuch Work- houſes, and for ſetting the 
Poor to work, with Methods for raiſing 
a Stock for employing them, which might 
be improved to the very great Advantage 
of the Publick : However, where the Peo- 
ple are in the greateſt Diſtreſs, there is 
moſt Occaſion to begin; and there is no 
Place fo immediately ſtands under a Ne- 
* ceſſity of being relieved from thoſe Va- 


grants, as the City of London, and adja- 


cent Parts, as is before hinted. If the 
Work-houſe in Biſhopſgate ftreet is not large 
enough for holding and correcting all thoſe 
diſorderly Perſons, it is Pity but another 
Work-houſe was added for the City, and 
that every large Pariſh round the City 
was obliged to build one for receiving of 
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their own Poor, as well as for correctin 
all thoſe Strollers. The Difficulty will be 
to find out a Method for better putting the 
Laws in Execution. I muſt confeſs, I 
think, the Error is in depending upon Con- 
ſtables: They are Men of Buſtnefs, and 
have Families to ſupport; none of them 
take the Office upon them but with Re- 
gret; and if they they can find Money, 
rather buy off than ſerve in their own 
Perſons; if they are forced to ſerve, when 
the Laws againſt Vagrants ſhould be put 
in Execution, the Conſtable is about his 
own Buſineſs; and, if poſſible, will not 
be found. I therefore think that the Con- 
Fable ſhould not be depended upon in this 
Caſe, but that the whole Care ſhould be 
committed to the Beadle of every Ward, 
and their Under Beadles, with an Aug- 
mentation of their Salaries, to make it 
worth their While to put the Laws in 
Execution againſt all ſuch looſe People: 
And, as I have obſerved, our Tradeſmen 
commonly fine of, it they can, from ſerv- 
ing Conſtable; on the contrary, the Place 
of Beadle of a Ward is a Place of Value, 
and very much ſolicited for, and Men of 
good Characters are recommended to it. 
The like Struggle is made in Pariſhes up- 
on Choice of their Beadle; and if the 
Beadle of each Pariſh had alſo a further 

Allowance 
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Allowance for keeping the Pariſhes. clear 
of Beggars, in my Opinion, it would be 
the likelieſt Way effectually to remedy 
the great Diſorder we are now under, By 
the preſent Laws, every Perſon that takes 
up a Vagrant is intituled to the Sum of 
Two Shillings, to be paid by the Con- 
ns Now if the Beadle was directed 
o pay the ſaid Two Shillings, inſtead of 
he Conſtable, and the Church-warden to 
repay him, and charge it in his Pariſh 
Account, and the ſaid Beadle to carry 
ſuch Beggar, or other Vagrant, to the 
- Work-houſe, there to be ſet to Work, it 
would ' undoubtedly clear the Streets of 
ſuch Vagrants: And the Beadle ſhould be 
ſubjected to a Penalty, if he did not exert 
his utmoſt Endeavour to take up ſuch 
firotling Beggars, upon Information given 
him of ſuch being ſeen in his Ward, and 
even to be turned out of his Place for con- 
tinued Neglects ; - and doubtleſs every Al- 
derman in the City would encourage fo 
neceſſary a Regulation, and ſee that his 
Beadle does his Duty, and keeps his Ward 
clear of ſuch Vagrants. But as to thoſe 
Creatures that go about the Streets to ſhew 
their maim*d Limbs, nauſeous Sores, ſtump 
Hands or Feet, or any other Deformity, 
Jam of Opinion, that they are by no 
means s Objects fit to go abroad; and con- 
| ſidering 
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ſidering the Frights and pernicious Impreſ- 
ſions, which ſuch horrid Sights have given 
to pregnant Women, (and ſometimes even 
to the disfiguring of Infants in the Womb) 
ſhould move all tender Husbands to deſire 
the Redreſs of this Enormity, and to look 
upon this as a Charity fit to be provided 
for in the firſt Place, by erecting an Hoſ- 
pital on purpoſe for receiving and ſtrictly 
confining ſuch People from all Parts of the 
. Nation, who wander about to extort Mo- 
_ ney by expoſing thoſe diſmal Sights; and 
as it is probable that one large Houſe 
would receive and ſupport all ſuch miſer- 
able Objects, ſome ſmall Addition might 
be made to the Pariſh Rates, or ſome na- 
tional Collection ordered to anſwer that 
Charge, and all Counterfeits (as there are 
many) of this Kind deſerve to be tranſ- 
ported. 
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CHAT. ANMIV; 


Increaſe of the Home Conſumption of 
Sugar very great. Re-exportation 
ſunk to little or nothing. The Re- 
medy pro; oſed. 


E gain'd the Sugar Trade from the 

Portugueſe, who ſupplied moſt Part 
of Europe with their Brazil Sugars. Ac- 
cording to Sir Joſiab Child's Account, they 
commonly imported into Eyrope one Hun- 
dred, or one Hundred and Twenty Thou- 
ſand Cheſts annually, and fold their Whites 
from Seven to Eight Pounds per hundred; 
but as the Znglth Plantations increaſed in | 
making Sugars, they brought the Price of 
thoſe of the Brazils to fifty Shillings or 
Three Pounds per hundred; and ſince that 
Time we have beat them out of almoſt all 
that Trade on this Side the S reigbts- Mouth : 
But ſtill they have a conſiderable Trade up 
the Levant, which is ſecured to them by 
being ſo much nearer thoſe Markets than we; 
and our Turkey Merchants, as I am 1n- 
formed, buy conſiderable Quantities of 
them, as well as of the French at Mar- 4 
ſeilles, which they tranſport to Turkey, But E 


before we could beat the Brazil Sugars our Ic 
Q1 | 
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of thoſe Parts of Europe, our Planters of 
Barbadoes and other Iſlands, were forced to 
{ell theirs ſo low as Six, Seven, or Eight 
Shillings per hundred; and the low Price 
the Engliſh fold theirs at diſcourageing the 
Brazil Planters from going on, and 48 

them upon other Methods of Buſineſs, they 
happened to find out their Mines of Gold, 
which have ſucceeded beyond Expectation. 
The Conſumption of Sugars increaſing, gave 
us an Opportunity of raiſing ours exceed- 


ingly. 


Tits Advance of Sugars encouraged the 
French to inlarge their Plantations at Mar- 
tinico, Guardulapa, &c. from whence 
France had not only a ſufficient Supply for 
their own Conſumption, but brought a 
CEO Treaſure ipto that King- 

om, 


Tus Succeſs put the French upon ſeiz- 
ing Part of the Iſland of Hiſpaniola, which 
being very fertile, and proper for Sugar, 
inclined ſome Planters to ſettle there ; 
but wanting Stocks to tranſport them- 
ſelves, and to erect Works, we are told 
the King paid for the Paſſage of all ſuch 
as were willing to ſettle themſelves and 
Families in thoſe Colonies, with an Al- 
lowance for Proviſions and other Romy 
| aries 
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ſaries for maintaining them a whole Year 
after their Arrival, befides other large En- 
couragements; which ſoon put them up- 
on making ſuch Quantities of Sugar, that 
they have of late Years generally under- 
fold us in the Markets of Hambourg, Hol- 
land, Flanders, &c. which, about Thirty- 
five or forty Years ago, were chiefly ſup- 
plied by us. If a View was to be taken 
of our Importation then, and our Home- 
Conſumption, I am informed that two 
Thirds of what our Plantations produced, 
was re- ex ported: But when the War began 
with France, our Re- exportation very ſoon 
decreaſed, and the Prize-Sugars taken by 
the French from us, not only help*d to fill 
the Markets we uſed to ſupply, but greatly 
enrich*d them. | 


As the Declenfion of this Trade is vi- 
ſible, and the Danger of loſing it too ap- 
parent, without ſome ſpeedy Care, I am 
humbly of Opinion, there can be no other 
Way to retrieve it, but by enlarging our 
Plantations, and not only vye with the 
French in foreign Markets, but, it poſſible, 


to beat them out, as we formerly did the 
Portugueſe. 


Ov - Planters are fo far from being 
concerned at the Decay of our foreign 
Trade, 
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Trade, that they have complained too 
many Sugars were made; and we may 
conclude, will make what Intereſt they can 
with their Governors and others, to pre- 
vent their making and ſettling any new 
Plantations : If they can ſupply enough for 
Home-Conſumption at a great Price, it 
anſwers their Purpoſe, The Ifland of 
Barbadoes is very much worn out, and 
does not afford the Quantity of Sugars as 
heretofore ; and yet the Planters live in 
great Splendor, and at vaſt Expence, while 
the French, under the Remembrance of 
their Poverty on their firſt Settlement of 
Hiſpaniola, continue to live very frugally, 
and by their Labour, Induſtry, and Fer- 
tility of their Soil, are able to underſell 
us. The only Places we can think of 
where we may enlarge our Sugar- plantati- 
ons, are Tobago, which is an extraordinary 
rich and fertile Iſland, with an excellent 
Harbour, abounding with good Water; 
and, we are told, ſome of the Bahama 
Iſlands would produce very good Sugar, 
and very large Tracts of Land in Jamaica 
remain untouch*d, eſpecially on the North 
Side, But that which would enable us 
moſt effectually to retrieve our ſupplying 
the Markets of Europe, would be the rai- 
ling Sugar-plantations on the South Part of 
Carolina, 
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Carolina, provided the Climate be hot 
enough for it, 


Wr have made Enquiry of a great 
many Planters, who are generally of Opt- 
nion, that no Country produces Sugar 
where there are Froſts ; but on the con- 
trary we are informed, that the Province 
of Nankin in China produces excellent Su- 
gars, tho' the Country is fo cold in Win- 
ter, that it is ſaid the great Rivers have 
been frozen over, and that the Province 
of Penſab or Labore produces the beſt Su- 
gars in all India, as well as the beſt Indigo 
in the World, which lies much about the 
ſame Latitude with the Southermoſt Parts 
of Carolina. 5 


THERE has been Sugars made upon 
the Iſland of Madera, as. well as in Ord 


Spain, where alſo they are ſubject to 
Froſts. 


Ir thoſe Countries produce Sugars, I can 
ſee no Reaſon why the Southermoſt Part 
of Carolina ſhould not produce them like- 
wiſe, eſpecially that fine Tract of Land 
bordering upon the River of Port- Royal, a 
Country abounding with. Proviſions of all 
Sorts, where Negroes and Servants may be 
maintained at a {mall Charge. f 
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IT 1s highly worth making the Experi- 
ment, to preſerve a Trade that has brought 
ſo much Treaſure into the Kingdom : But 
this can never be done without the Aſſiſt- 
ance of the Government ; for if France 
gives thoſe large Bounties and Encourage- 
ments to ſuch as plant their Settlements, 
having vaſt Tracts of uncultivated Land in 
Petit-guavus, they will out- do any private 
Planters from this Kingdom. 


Ir is ſaid, before the War ten or twelve 
Millions of Pounds was as much as we 
ſpent at home annually 3 but of late our 
Conſumſition hath been about ſixty Mil- 
lions of Pounds, and our Re-exportation 
karcely one ſixth Part of that. 


Ir the Encreaſe of our Luxury was 
equal to this 1n other Things, the Nation 
would be reduced to a miſerable Condi- 
tion, Formerly there were Jarge Quantities 
of Indigo made at Jamaica, and very good 
but the firſt Planters having grown rich, 


were negligent in planting it; and the 


French having ſent conſiderable Numbers 
of poor People, at the Charge of the 
Crown, to Hiſpaniola, they ſoon fell upon 
that Manufacture, and underſold our Ja- 
mica Flanters ſo much, that they 5 

them 
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them out of the Trade; ſo that what we 
now receive under the Name of Jamaica 
Indigo, is generally made by the French, 
as I am credibly informed, and our Plan- 
tations come to nothing, as well as thoſe of 
our Cocoa Nuts, a great Pact of which we 
alſo have from the French, 


Tux Miniſters of France know very 
well, that when Planters grow rich and 
oppulent, they will naturally be above 
their Buſineſs ; and therefore that wife Na- 
tion hath taken care to ſupply the Places 
of ſuch in their Colonies, at the Expence 
of the Crown, as I have already faid ; 
and if we have any Regard for our Plan- 
tations, we mult enter into the like Mea- 
ſures, and find out Land for ſome poor 
induſtrious Families, who will renew thoſe 
Plantations, and raiſe enough of the two 
laſt Commodities to ſupply our own Con- 
ſumption. Doubtleſs the Places I have al- 
ready mentioned would produce enough, if 
induſtrious poor People were ſent over to 
undertake it, and Money lent them to pur- 
chaſe Negroes, as the French do to theirs, 


N. B. For the better Explanation of our 
Importations of Sugar, and the Decay of 
our Re-exportations, I thought conve- 
nient to give here the Imports and Ex- 


ports 
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ports for theYears 1720, 1721, and 1722, 
that every body may fee the vaſt Quan- 
tity we conſume at home, and how our 
Exportations are decreaſed ; and I am 
informed the three preceding Years, arid 
three following, are not more advanta- 
geous to us than thoſe I have mentioned, 


Home Con- 

Import, Export, ſumption. 
1720 703286 0 16121778 0 9] 581508 0 7 
1721 497540 2 21| 66743 3 11] 430796 3 10 
1722 616893 2 22| 83609 2 5533284 017 
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CHAP, XXV. 
PROPOSALS for enlarging 


our Plantation Trade, and making 
it more profitable to England, by 
flrengthening the Act of Naviga- 
tion, and obliging all Ships that 
touch at Portugal, exc. to come to 
Great-Britain, before they ſhall re- 
turn to the Plantations. 


Shall here obſerve a Branch of Trade 

which has not been ſufficiently taken 
Notice of, I mean the Trade drove be- 
tween the Plantations, Portugal, Spain, and 
the Streights, 1 would not be underſtood 
as if I deſigned to prevent the carrying of 
any Sort of Goods they now carry from 
the Plantations to Poriugal, &c. bur on the 
contrary, I ſhould think it greatly to our 
Advantage, that we were capable of ſup- 
plying them with all the Commodities and 
Naval Stores they have from the Baltict, 
which, by a proper Regulation, might 
eaſily be done: And if Pitch and Tar were 
carried thither directly, it would anſwer 
better than having them brought Home 
and allowing Ten Shillings per Barrel Boun- 
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ty, in order for their being afterwards re-ex- 
ported. The Injury done to our Trade now 
carried on, is, that they diſpoſe of Cargoes 
from New England,and trequently inveſt Part 
of the Produce in Goods, which they meet with 
in thoſe Places, as Talian Silks, French Silks, 
Stuffs, Druggets, India Silk, Callicoe, French, 
Dutch, and Hambro* Linnens, and the Money 
that ſhould be brought to us, is laid out in 
foreign Manufactures ; and inſtead of co- 
ming to Old- England, they go back and win- 
ter there, and ſo by Degrees become Inhabi- 
tants, It is therefore abſolutely neceſſary, 
that Ships which trade between the Plan- 
tations and any Part of Europe, ſhall be tied 
down by the ſtrongeſt Penalties, not to re- 
turn again to the Plantations without tak ing 
their Clearings from fome Port of Great- 
Britain: For if they are oblig'd to come hi- 
ther before they return, they will bring the 
Produce of their Cargoes with them, and 
of Conſequence lay it out with us; and 
we ſhall find, when they are debarred re- 
turning back again to the Plantations, the 
Fiſhery there will be carried on as formerly: 
For ſome of the old Traders ſay, a long 
Time after the firſt ſettling of News- 
England, it was cuſtomary for our Ships to 
go thither and purchaſe a Loading of Fiſh 
of the New Englandmen, who were then the 
Fiſhermen only, and we the Merchants 
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and Navigators. Such a Trade is now 
carried on between England, Newfoundland, 
and the S!reights 3 for a great many Gal- 
leys go to Newfoundland, there purchaſe a a 
Loading of Fiſh for the S!reights, where 
they deliver their Cargo, and take a Load- 
ing for England, Holland, or the Baltick, 
Sc. and ſo return home. It this Regula- 
tion was made, they would find it their 
Intereſt to ſtick to their Fiſhing and Coaſt- 
ing, which J am perſuaded would be more 
to their Advantage, than their Voyages 
to the Streigbis; for where People have Bu- 
ſineſs enough in a very few Employ ments, 
it is the ſureſt Way to gain Riches. 


As the Trade now ſtands, the Dutch 
and Hamburghers freight our Ships to 
tranſport their Goods; but if all Ships 
were obliged to come home before they 
return to the Plantations, the Harbours of 
Portugal and Spain would be always filled 
with Engliſh Ships, and would increaſe the 
Dependance of the Dutch and Hamburghers 
for the Freight of their Goods, and ex- 
ceedingly increaſe our Navigation. It 
would alſo be a very great Advantage to 
us, co have our Goods brought home up- 


on caſy freight from the Szreights ; for it 


Ships are obliged to come to England be- 
fore they return, all the Freight they make 
hither 


on. 'F 
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hither is clear Profit. And ſending Goods 
thither may alſo be done with very great 
Advantage to us, for then Ships that go 
in Balaſt to the Plantations, fail by the 
Mouths of the Harbours of Portugal and 
Spain, and would be glad of the Oppor- 
tunity of taking a Freight in their Way, 


which may be done almoſt without Loſs 
of Time. 


Wr are fallen into the Method of ma- 


king fine Clay'd Sugar in our Plantations, 
but are excluded from the Advantage of 


having the Streigbis for a Market, being 


firſt obliged to bring them home, which, 
with the Charge of Entring, Landing, 
Houſing, &c. amount to about twice as 


much as the Freight would be from our 


Plantations thither. 


Now in as much as the greateſt Part of 
the Ships that uſe the Barbadoes and Famaica 
Trades are large trigate-like Ships, fit for 
tne $/reights * Trade; it choſe Sugars were 


HH 


8 


* N.B. Jo remove the Fealouſy of thoſe that ſay the 


Plantations may run away with our Trade, if the Enu- 
meration be taken off, it is propoſed, That all Ships that 
carry enumerated Commodities from the Plantations to 
the Streights, c. fall be Britiſh built, their Sails and 
Rigging of Britiſh Manufa&ure, and three Parts of the 
Owners Inhabitants of Great Britain. | 
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admitted to be carried directly into the 


Mediterranean, we might diſpoſe of large 
Quantities in Spain, Leghorn, and other 
Parts of Italy, Sicily, Venice, and even to 
Turkey, which would help to pay for the 
Currants, Raiſons, and other Fruits we 
have from thence. A Law was made ſome 
Time ago for burning all the Tobacco the 
Merchant thought proper to throw upon 
the Crown, at 14 d per Pound, the Reaſon 
of which was, the Planters had over ſtock'd 
the Market, and therefore this Expedient 
was found out; but inſtead thereof, if the 
Enumeration had been taken off, and our 
Merchants had had Liberty of ſending that 
Tobacco which is called Scrubs, and other 
ordinary Sorts directly to the S!reights, the 
Crown might have ſaved that Money; for 
doubtleſs a great deal might be ſold all 
along the Coalt of Spain, within the S reighis, 
as well as Leghorn, Coaſts of Italy and Afri 
ca, and would beat out the Levant Tobac- 
co, ours being much more valued ; but be- 
cauſe theirs is cheaper they now ſupply 
them; for this round-about Navigation, 
bringing Home, Landing and Re- ſhipping, 
makes the Freight of ours as dear again as 
it would be to carry it directly to the 
Streights ; and to be ſure, double Freight 
pon a Commodity of ſo ſmall Value, as 
e ffectually excludes us from the — e 
uch 
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ſuch a Trade, as it would exclude us from 
the Benefit of our New-Emngland and News 
foundland Fiſhery, if we were obliged to 
bring our dryed Filh firſt Home, and 
atterwards re-export it, It 1s very proba- 
ble if Sugar, Tobacco and Rice, and other 
Products of our Plantations were admitted 
to be carried directly to the Streigbis, we 
might diſpoſe of as much of thoſe Commo- 
dities there, as would bring us in ſeveral 
Hundred thouſand Pounds yearly ; and J 
think this new Improvement of Trade will 
not interfere with the Intereſt of any parti- 
cular Perſon. ; 


As I am for taking. the Advantage of 
this ſhort Freight, thereby to- gain a new 
Market for the Products of our Plantations, 
I would not have the leaſt Prejudice done 
to our preſent Navigation ; and therefore 
becauſe we ſometimes ſend Tobacco, c. into 
the Bay of Biſcay, every Ship that comes on 
her Voyage homewards as far North as Cape 
Finiſtre, {hall be obliged to land her Goods 
in ſome Port of Great Britain, and then re- 
export them from hence, 


AnD if our Ships ſhould not readily meet 
with a Freight from the Streigbis, &c. there 
are Places which may be mentioned at a proper 
Time, where Salt makes of itſelf, and may 
| D 3 be 
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be enlarged fo as to load ſeveral hundred 
Veſſels with Salt in a Year, which may be 
diſpos'd of at Hambro, the Baltick, &c. and 
in Time thoſe Salt-Works may bring a 
large Revenue to the Crown. This Care 
is agreeable to the Practice of Queen Eliza- - 
beth, who was the firſt crown'd Head that 
gave effectual Circulation and Spirit to our 
Commerce : She knew the right Way to 
enrich the Nation, was to ſend out as many 
of our Products and Merchandize as poſſi- 
ble, and look'd with a careful Eye upon 
thoſe Commodities which were imported for 
Luxury. And to put a Stop to a won- 
* drous Exceſs in Apparel about the 16th 
Fear of her Reign, which had ſpread it- 
ſelf all over England ; the Queen obſer- 
ving, that to maintain this Exceſs, great 
Quantities of Money wete carried out of 
England to buy Silks and other outland- 
iſn Wares, and that many of the Nobility 
waſted their Eſtates and run much into 
Debt, ſhe, by Proclamation, command- 
ed all Perſons to conform to a certain 
preſcribed Faſhion in Apparel, and ſhe 
began the Example herſelf in her own 
Court.“ We have had very little of this 
Nature ſince her Time, till this Kingdom 
was bleſſed with our moſt gracious Queen 
Caroline, who hath given a moſt noble Ex- 
ample for encouraging the Wear of our 
own 


La 
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| own Manufactures, and diſcouraging thoſe 
| Drains to the Nation of foreign Lace, Silks, 
| Sc. And it is to be hoped her Example 
| will be imitated by our Nobility and 
Gentry 3 and then we ſhall ſoon fee the 
Balance of Trade turn in our Favour, and 
Gold and Silver brought into the Nation 
to be coined, as in the Days of Queen 
Elizabeth, | 


— ---—— = a 
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CHAP. XXVI. 


— 


Advantages of carrying Tiniber from 
the Plantations 0 Portugal, Spain, 
c. a great Encouragement to our 
Navigation. 


HE carrying Timber from our Plan- 
tations to Portugal and Spain, hath 

been of very great Advantage to this Na- 
tion, and would have been much more, if 
all thoſe Ships, pon their Delivering 
there, had been obliged to come home 
for England, and take their Clearings out 
from hence before they could proceed up- 
on their Return to the ſaid Plantations. 
As the Trade now is, good Part of the 
| D 4 Produce 
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Produce is brought home to pay for the 
Woollens and other Manufactures ſent to 
New England, Sc. but ſeveral Perſons 
have let in Notions, that if we fell our 
Timber and Boards to the aforeſaid: Places, 
it will deſtroy our Woods in America, and 
particularly the Royal Navy may want 
Maſts; a moſt unaccountable Notion |! 
For I could never learn that we ever im- 
ported Five hundred Trees in a Year (a 
Quantity not worth mentioning) out of a 
Foreſt Twelve or Fourteen hundred Miles 
long, and Three or Four hundred Miles 
broad. It is generally allowed by all Per- 
ſons that know the Plantations, that the 
moſt proper Places in the Colonies for 
ſupplying the Royal Navy, are the Pro- 

vinces of Main, New Hampſhire, and 
the Maſſachuſets in. New England. T here- 
tore to take all Object ions out of the Way, 
if thoſe three Provinces were entirely ap- 
propriated to that Uſe, the other Parts 
of the Colonies in America would ſuffici- 
ently ſupply not only Great Britain and 


Treland, but even Portugal and Spain, with 


the ſame Quantities that they now uſe 
to the End of Time, provided they will 
admit the young Frees co grow. For it 
may be obſerved, the little Quantity of 
Land that is acceſſable in that mountainous 
rocky Country of Norway, has ſupplied: 

| not 
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not only Great Britain and Ireland, Spain, 
Portugal, France and Flanders, with Tim- 
ber, but even Holland itſelf with Piles for 
their Dykes, Sea Walls, and Foundations 
of Houſes, which are thought to be mere 
than are growing upon all the acceſſable 
Ground of Norway, The greateſt Part 
of Europe is ſupplied with Pipe, Hogſhead 
and Barrel Staves from Germany, and the 
Dutch with Oak Timber for building their 
Ships, and manufacturing into- Clapboard 
and Wainſcot by their Saw-Mills, with 
which they not only fupply this Nation, 
but ſeveral other Parts of Europe, and yer 
the Germans are fo far from apprehending 
any Danger of not being ſupplied with the 
increaſing Growth of their Oak Timber, 
that they would eſteem it a particular 
Happineſs to have their People employed 
in cutting it down, and hauling it to Places 
of Navigation, The Foreſt of Mount Li- 
banus, which is but a- ſmall Tract of Land, 
the wooded Part of it not ſo big as J- 
ſvire, has ſupply'd amazing Quantities of 
Timber. Solomon in his Time employed a 
great Number of Hewers of Wood for 
building the Temple. The Tyrians, Sido— 
mans, and all that Coaſt, were ſupply'd 
with Timber from thence for their Build- 
ings and Shipping; and Hiſtory tells us, 
Alexander the Great was ſupply'd with. 
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Timber from thence, for carrying on his 
Bank from the main Land to the Iſland of 
Tyre; and all ſucceeding Ages have been 
conſtantly cutting down the Timber, and 
yet, it is ſaid, there is as good there as 
ever, If thoſe Places have furniſhed Eu- 
rope and Aſia with ſuch vaſt Quantities for 
ſo many Ages, and the Timber cut down 
conſtantly ſupply'd with a Growth of new, 
what may not be expected from ſo large 
a Tract of Ground, ſo well repleniſh'd 
with Trees and navigable Rivers as our 
Plantations are ? I give theſe Inſtances to 
obviate the Miſtakes fome Gentlemen 
are under, who think our Foreſts in Ame- 


rica can be hurt by cutting down our 
Timber. | 


Sou have made it a Doubt, whether 
it 1s prudent in us to let Portugal, Spain, 
or the S/reights, have Boards and Timber 
from our Plantations ; alledging, That if 
they are ſupply'd, they may build Mer- 
chant Men and Ships of War, and may 
in Time interrupt our Trade and Naviga- 
tion; forgetting, we muſt ſuppoſe, that 
the Dutch will ſupply them with as much 
German Oak as they want, which is much 


better for Shipping than our Colonies pro- 
duce. 


Tar 


(83 ) 


TE Spaniards themſelves have great 
Quantities of extraordinary Oak, and fine 
large Pine Trees fit for Maſts, eſpecially 
in Arragon and Catalonia, near the Ebro 
and Segra z. but their indolent Temper is 
ſuch, that 1t they can purchaſe what they 
want with Money, they care not to ſtretch 
out a Hand to help themſelves; and 1 
- ſhould be very ſorry that we ſhould ſtir 
them up to a Neceſſity of becoming in- 
duſtrious. 


Tur Value of Timber among our- 
{clves has given Gentlemen that Notion, 
becauſe it fetches a great Price in this Iſland, 
it muſt conſequently be valuable all over the 
World. But if they were in America, and 
there beheld the great Labour of the poor 
Planters to clear the Ground of the Wood 
(and the vaſt Numbers of fine Timber 
Trees that are haul'd together and burnt) 
before it can be fit for any Uſe, they would 
certainly think it Abundance of Prudence 
to have it cut up into Boards, and other 
Uſes, and tranſport it to Portugal and 
Spain, and the Money remitted to England ; 
for there is no Merchandize more profit- 
able than Timber, being the molt bulky, 
and conſequently employing the greateſt 
Numbers of Ships and Sailors, with a very 

D 6 ſmall 


(8+) 
ſmall Part of the National Stock, which is 
ſafficient to give it all imaginable En- 
couragement. 


TH 1s Merchandize is what has bred: 
the King of Denmark ſo many Sailors, 
and enabled him to fit out a Royal Navy, 
and his Subjects of Norway to build fo: 
great a Number of bulky Ships, by which 
they have enrich'd themſelves to a much 
greater Degree than the Farmers of the fer- 
tile Country of Poland have done by their 
Corn. If this Timber Trade has been ſo 
ad vantageous to them, why may it not be 
ſo to England? We have for the moſt part 
the ſame Markets; we ſhall thereby have 
Opportunities exceedingly to enlarge our 
Navigation, and the Wages of a Sailor. 
very much exceed thoſe of a Ploughman, 
Labourer, or Manufacturer; their Food. 
and Cloathing are from ourſelves, and if 
they ſhould carry a Loading of Timber 
from the Plantations to Spain or Portugal, 
and return to England, not only the Mer— 
chant's Profit, but the Profit of the 
Owners of the Ship, and the Sailors Wa- 
ges, would all be brought home, and ſpent: 
here, 


I have often conſider'd the Advantage 
a Timber Trade would be to us between 


the 
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the Plantations and the Streigbis; and I 
cannot ſee but a thouſand Acres of Tim- 
ber Ground in- America may be made more 
advantageous to England than a thouſand 
Acres of Corn Land within ourſelves. 
We will ſuppoſe a thouſand Acres of Corn 
Land may produce thirty Crops of Corn 
in fifty Years. that every Crop may yield 
in Holland, (being our moſt certain Mar- 
ket for Corn) Four Thouſand Pounds for 
every Year of the ſaid thirty Years, which 


ts One hundred and twenty thouſand. 
Pounds. 


Wx will likewiſe ſuppoſe, that twenty 
Acres of Wood-Land in America may 
afford Timber enough to load four Ships 
of. Six. hundred Tun each, and their Car- 
goes carried to Spain or Portugal, and 
there ſold for Nine hundred Pounds each. 
Theſe thirty {ix hundred Pounds are all 
produced by the Manufacture and Labour 
of our own Poor, and National Stock in 
this Shipping. Theſe thouſand Acres will 
take fifty Years Cutting, and fifty Crops, 
at Three thouſand ſix hundred Pounds. per 
Crop, is One hundred and eighty thou- 
ſand Pounds; I think I have allowed 
double the Quantity of Land neceſſary. to 
produce four Ships Loading of Timber. 
Ic is very well known there is ſuch a Pro- 
penſity 
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penſity in the Land of America to run in- 
to Wood, that when it has been tilled fo 
long, that it would bear nothing, yet has, 
within the Space of thirty Years, been 
loaded with a vaſt Number of Trees, ma- 
ny of them above a Yard and a Half in 
Girt ſix Foot from the Ground. Timber 
grows there 19 very quick, that we are in- 
formed ſeveral Sorts are at their full Growth 
in fifry Years. 


CHAP. XXVII. 
METHODS propoſed for making 


Perſons condemned for Tranſporta- 
tion uſeful to the Nation, and 
findings Work in the Plantations 


for thoſe we cannot employ at 
Home. 


N the Year 1716, there was a Paper 
laid before the Lords of Trade for en- 
couraging the raiſing of Hemp, making 
of Iron, Pitch, Tar, and other Things, 1n 
our Plantations; wherein Mention was 
made of the Difficulty of carrying over 

| Servants 
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Servants that were inclined to tranſport 
themſelves. Soon after there was a Law 
made, which did mitigate the Penalties 
of ancient Laws, particularly that of the 
firſt of James the Firſt, to prevent the car- 
rying away the Subjects of this Kingdom 
into Popiſþ Monaſteries; as well as ſeveral 
other Laws, which were then turned againſt 
the Merchants and Captains of Ships that 
tranſported thoſe Perſons into our Colo- 
nies. The redreſſing thoſe Laws in Part, 
hath been of great Convenience to the 
Traders in our Plantations ; but ſtill Part 
of them remain, which prevents tranſport- 
ing Servants, and therefore great Numbers 
that happen to be out of Employment, 
and have no poſſible Way of recommend- 
ing themſelves to any Service, are forced 
to ſtarve, or fall into the Practice of pick- 
ing Pockets, Thieving, or other wicked 
Courſes, to ſupply their immediate Ne- 
ceſſities; and by continuing this Practice, 
run from one Evil to another, till at laſt 
they come under tne Sentence of Felons, 
viz. Tranſportation or the Gallows. Now 
as there cannot be an Act of greater Cha- 
rity or Humanity, than to put thoſe Peo- 
ple into a Way of getting Bread for them- 
telves ; if they were lent into the Colonies, 

and put upon raiſing and dreſſing Hemp 
— Flax, I am of Opinion, they might 


nor 
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not only find a moſt profitable Employment, 
but alſo thoſe that are condemned for petty 
Larceny, or any other Crime leſs than the 
Penalty of Death, being ſent thither, might 
be rendered uſeful. 


S1R Jeſiab Child ſays, in his Diſcourſe 


of the Trade of the Plantations, * That 


„„ , , 


Virginia and Barbadoes were firſt peopled 
by a Sort of looſe vagrant People, vici- 
ous and deſtitute of Means to live at 
home, and employ themſclves about, or 
had ſo misbehaved themſelves by Who- 
ring, Thieving, or other Debaucheries, 
that none would ſet them to work.“ 
Thoſe (he ſays) had it not been for our 
Plantations, muſt have come to be 
hang' d or ſtarv'd, or died untimely of 
ſome miſerable Diſeaſes, or ſold them- 
ſelves for Soldiers, to have been knock'd 
on the Head, or ſtarved in the Quarrels 


of our Neighbours, as many Thouſand 
brave Engliſhmen were in the Law Coun- 


tries; and yet we ſee ſeveral. of thoſe 
People behaved well, and arrived. to 
great Eſtates, and help*d to enrich their 


- Mother Country.* And as an immenſe 


Wealth hath accrued to us by the Labour 
and Induſtry of thoſe People that have 
ſettled in our: Colonies, ſo a mighty Profit 
may be added by. raiſing. there, Silk, 


Hemp: 
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Hemp, Flax, Iron, Pot-aſh, Sc. of which 
I have treated in this Diſcourſe. France 
has, as 1s already related, ſent over great 
Numbers of their vagrant People to their 
Settlements on the Miſſiſippi, (upon the 
Back of ours of Carolina, Virginia, and 
Maryland) and down the River St. Law- 
rence to Cape Breton, and alſo to Hiſpani- 
ela, where they are put upon ſundry Im- 
provements. The Numbers reported to 
be ſent thither are almoſt incredible; the 
King pays the Charge of Tranſporting 
them, and maintaining them a Year after 
their Arrival; skilful Perſons direct them 
in the ſeveral Employ ments, and get as 
many of them as they can married, and 
then the ingenious and induſtrious as ſoon; 
as they are qualified to undertake any Bu- 
ſineſs, have their Liberty, and a Quantity 
of Land aſſigned them. This Induſtry of 
the French has greatly increaſed their Re- 
exportation of Sugar, and very much leſ- 
ſened ours; and if once they can bring 
their Settlements to bear upon the Back. 
of ours, along that moſt fertile Valley, 
which is watered with the River Over- 


bachee, and the great River Ohio, navigable 


for above 300 Miles, even from the Foun- 
tain, we may expect they will gain great 
Part of the Tobacco Trade alſo. Now 
as the Crown is. at the Charge of tranſ- 


porting 


„ 
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porting the Convicéts, Places might be 
appointed for all Perſons to repair to, that 
cannot find Methods of Subſiſtance at 
home, in order to be tranſported to the 
aforeſaid Colonies. We know the greateſt 
Part of the Convicts are bold, daring, de- 
bauched People ; but many of them, when 
they are tranſported into the Colonies, we 
are aſſured come to ſevere Repentance for 
their paſt Lives, and become very induſtri- 
ous ; it Proviſion was made to allow each 
of them 100 Acres or more of Land free 
for ſome Time, and afterwards: to pay, 
by way of Quit-Rent, One hundred Weight 
(being 112 Pounds) of well dreſs'd Hemp 
or Flax, for every 100 Acres ſo granted them, 
the Proſpect of having Land of their own. 
would induce them to continue their In- 
duſtry ; his Majeſty would thereby receive 
ſufficient Supplies of Hemp and Flax for 
the Royal Navy ; a Revenue that would far 
exceed any Income that the Government re- 
ceives from any of our Colonies ; and being 
under no Difficulty to ſubſiſt, they would 
marry young, increaſe and multiply, and 
ſupply themſelves with every Thing they 
want from us, but their Food: by which 
Means thoſe vaſt Tracts of Land now 
waſte, will be planted, and ſecured from 


the Danger we apprehend of the French 


over-running them, which was formerly 
taken 
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taken Notice of in a Letter concerning 
Naval Stores, where Mention is made of 
their Encroachments upon us in Nova Sco- 
ia; their getting from us Cape Breton, 
and a Right of Fiſhery upon Newfound- 
land; their ſeizing and ſettling Part of 
Hiſpaniola. They have built the Forts of 
Mobile, Penſacola, Halbamas, Cuſatees, Prud- 
bome, Creve-ceur, La Salle, Deonville, Fron- 
tenac, Mont Real, and ſeveral others from 
the Miſſiſippi, and ſo down the River St. 
Lawrence, apon the Back of all our Set- 
tlements. If we have any Senſe of the 
Value of that commodious Tract of Land, 
it ought to put us upon ſecuring to our- 
ſelves ſuch excellent Colonies, which may, 
if properly improved, bring this Nation 
a very great Treaſure z and at leaſt build 
ſome Forts upon the Apulachean Moun- 
tains, to ſecure us the Right of the Mines 
contained in them, to protect the Indian 
and Skin Trade, and to preſerve the Na- 
vigation to ourſelves of thoſe great Ri- 


vers which have their Fountains in the ſaid 


Hills, and empty themſelves thro? Carolina, 
Virginia, Maryland, Sc. into the Virginian 
Sea. The Dutch, while they had New- 
York, fortified it, built Forc Albany, and 
ſome other Fortifications z and ſeeing the 


Methods the French take to fortify Places 


{o near us, and the Care of other Nations 
to 
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to ſecure their Colonies abroad, a great 
many People admire it has not ſtirred. us 


up to do the like. But I hope the Time 1s 


drawing near, when thoſe Colonies will be 
more valued, and a greater Care taken to 
improve and preſerve them, 


To thoſe Convicts, Vagrants, and uſe- 
leſs People, we may add the Labour of 
Negroes or Slaves, which doubtleſs would 
bring greater Incomes to this Kingdom by 
their Employment, than the Mines of 
Mexico and Peru bring to Spain, accord» 


ing to the Numbers ſo employed. 


Ir may be objected here, That the 


raiſing Hemp, Flax, Pot-aſh, Silk, Sc. 


are troubleſome Undertakings ; that be- 
ſide, Concerns of this Nature will require 
ſome Expence to ſupport them, and that 
it 1s difficult to find out Perſons proper 
to direct ſuch Affairs, and will require 
great Length of Time to put every Thing 
under its proper Order and QEconomy. 
It is. anſwered, there never was any new 
Undertaking or Colony ſettled, but required 
ſome Thought and Expence to put them 
in good Order, and without, common Im- 
provements cannot be carried on. But it 


is almoſt impoſſible to find out five ſuch 


neceſſary. Articles as Hemp, Flax, Silk, 
Iron, 
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Iron, and Pot-aſh, for carrying on the 
Manufactures of this Kingdom, that can 
be done with ſo little Trouble, which is 
very well known by every body that have 
been employed therein, After King Henry 
the Fourth of France had ended the Civil 
Wars, he, the better to increaſe his Re- 


venue, eſtabliſhed all Sorts of Manufac- 


tures, which, according to Puffendorf* and 
others, drew great Riches into that King- 
dom. That great Prince knew very well 
the Way to enable his People to pay their 
Taxes, was firſt to enrich them ; that as 
he propoſed the eſtabliſhing of all Man- 
ner of Manufactures, he mult bring People 
from other Countries perfectly well skilled 
in carrying them on. I have ſpoke with 
ſome Refugees that came from Brittany 
upon the Perſecution in France, who were 
the Deſcendants of thoſe very People that 
he had brought out of Holland and Flan- 
ders, who firſt eſtabliſhed the Linnen Ma- 
nufacture there: The ſaid Prince ſpared 
no Coſt to effect it; he gave them very 
large Encouragement; he was at the Charge 
of tranſporting Flax and Hempſeed from 
other Countries, which was given to ſuch 
Perſons as would ſow it. King William 
was equally apprehenſive that Manufac- 
tures, and employing the Poor, was the 
Way to gain Riches: He knew very 1 
the 


* 1 
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the happy Circumſtances of thoſe Princes, 
whoſe Subjects had Riches enough to ſup- 
ply their Prince with Money to defend 
their Rights and Properties; and as his 
whole Life ſeem'd to be devoted for the 
Preſervation of the Liberties of Mankind, 
| where it was in his Power, he put all Op- | 
ee into their Hands of getting 
iches to defend their Rights: He promo- 
ted the eſtabliſhing a Linnen Manufacture 
in Ireland, in the Beginning of his Reign, 
and ſent thither French Refugees skilled 
in carrying it on, and the Parliament of 
Ireland have followed the Example of that 
great Prince: They have, at a very large 
Expence, imported Flax and Hempſeed 
from the Eaſt Country, and gave it to ſuch 
as would fow it: They have allo given 
further Encouragement to Men skilled in 
the Linnen Manufacture, to direct the 
People in the beſt Methods of carrying it 
on; and it ever the raiſing Hemp and 
Flax, and other Manufactures that I have 
here treated on, come to Perfection in our 
Plantations, we muſt act as France, Ireland, 
and other Nations have done upon the like 
Occaſion ; and not only ſend theſe People 
Seed, ſuch as will ſuit their Climate, either 
from Italy, Egypt, or the Eaſt Country; 
but Men well skilled, as is already ob- 


ſerved, muſt be ſent over to direct them. 
As 


„ 


As private Families are willing to advance 
Sums of Money to receive them again 
after ſome Time, with a bountiful Increaſe, 
our great Family the Nation, I hope will, 
as one united Body, be ready to advance 
Money, where there is ſo promiſing a View 
of Intereſt, - France could not have en- 
joyed the Advantages of the Silk and Lin- 
nen Manufactures, which now entail to 
them ſo great a Part of the Trade, and 
Gold and Silver of the Spaniſh Weſt-Tnates, 
if Henry the Fourth had not laid the Foun- 
dation of them. We know whoever plants 
a Vineyard muſt be at ſome Charge and 
Care ro bring Things into good Order, 
and wait ſome Time before he can drink 
of the Wine; ſo muſt all Governments be- 
fore- they can receive Profit from any new 
Undertakings. The Charge that France was 
at to get 7oſes van Robee out of Holland; 
the giving him what Encouragement he 
deſired, and free Exercile of the Proteſtant 
Religion for himſelf, and -all he ſhould 
bring with him, ſhew, that Lewis XIV. 
knew ſuch Jewels, as eſtabliſhing of Ma- 
nufactures in his Kingdom, could not be 
too dear bought; and as I have mentioned 
the Czar of Muſcovy, and his great Un- 
dertakings and Penetration in Trade, I 
think it neceſſary here to mention them 
again. He hath taken Steps beyond any 

Monarch 
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Monarch mentioned in Hiſtory z others 
have given great Prizes to get skilfu] Work- 
men into their Country, in which he has 
been as forward as any of them ; but be- 
yond all this, he has not only travelled 
* over Europe himſelf, and wrought like a 
Mechanick to gain Experience, but ſent 
young Men, his natural born Subjects, in- 
to ſeveral Parts of Europe, and bound them 
Apprentices, and gave large Sums of Mo- 
1 g ney to have them inſtructed in the Know- 
1 ledge of Manufactures; ſome of which 
" were placed in London, to learn the Art of 
, Ship-building, Watch- making, Sc. ſome 
; in our inland Towns, as Birmingham, Shef- 
field, &c. to learn the Art of working in 
Iron; and other Parts, to learn the Wool- 
len Manufacture. Here we have nothing 
to do, but to put our People upon ealy 
and familiar Employments, ſoon under- 
ſtood by almoſt every body; for the 
Trouble of directing and regulating ſuch 
a Number of People as we have now men- 
tioned, cannot be greater than the raiſing 
of Soldiers, or putting Officers into the 
Cuſtoms or Exciſe, which we ſee are be- 
come familiar and eaſy to thoſe that are 
inſtructed in them. An Officer will go to 
any Part of the Kingdom where he thinks 
he can make up his Company or Regiment; 
and great Numbers of ingenious * 
who 
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who are deſtitute of Employment, think 
no Pains too great, nor Study too tedious, 
to fit themſelves for the meaneſt Place in 
the Cuſtoms or Exciſe; and no doubt, if 
Enquiry was made after skilful and induſtri- 
ous Men to direct and inſtru&t People in 
the aforeſaid Employments, we ſhould find 
Men well qualified for the Work, would 

offer themſelves, | 


—— 


* 
— 


HAP. XXVII., 
REASONS why the Demand 
for our Woollen Manufaftures do 
not encreaſe. People and Buildings 
 encreaſed. Neceſſity of encreaſmg 
 Manufatturies to employ them. 
Eftabliſhing the Linnen in the 
North, as profitable as the Woollen 
in the South. Advantage of bring- 
ing Pig-Iron, &c. from our A 
nes. Methods propoſed for enrich- 
mg ourſelves and them. 


Ic is ſuppoſed that Egypt, the Tyrians and 
Coaſt of Syria, were the firſt that entred 
upon the Linnen and Woollen Manufactu- 
| E ries; 
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ties; and as Wars and Perſecutions aroſe, 
ſome of them ſhifted from Place to Place, 
and at laſt carried thoſe ManufaQturies 
among the Flemmings, who raiſed Flax and 
Hemp of their own, and have carried the 
Linnen to the higheſt Perfect ion of any Place 
in Europe, and alſo made various and great 
Improvements in:the Woollen, Theſe two 
Manufacturies drew Multitudes of People to 
ſettle in the 17 Provinces, which made them 
abound with thoſe Numbers of Cities, 
Towns, and Villages, ſurpaſſing any Place 
upon the Globe of the like Compaſs of 
Ground; and England having the greateſt 
Quantity of the beſt Sort of Wool], they 
purchaſed that from us, and vaſt Quanti- 
Ties were exported to Flanders, 


ED ARD the Third ſaw the Advan- 
tage of the Woollen Manufactury, and 
made a very fair Puth for having it removed 
hither, and took proper Meaſures for eſta- 
bliſhing ir here, as is before mentioned, but 
for Want of the like Care in his Succeſſors, 
it did not take Root till the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, In her Time that Ma- 
nufactury was fa effectually eſtabliſhed, 
that a mighty Progreſs was made therein, 
and increaſed ſo conſiderably, that they 
gained the Reputation of being the beſt in 
Europe, and a Market was opened tor them 
| not 
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not only into Spain, France, Italy, and Ger- 
many, but into Ruſſia, the Baltick, Sc. 
and carried by Way of Archangel into Per- 
ſia, and alſo a Trade ſettled into Turkey, 


ENGLAND carried on her Trade in the 
Woollen Manufactury a conſiderable Time, 
and the reſt of Europe carried on the Lin- 
nen and other Manufactures, and exchang- 
ed them with us for our Woollens. But the 
French endeavouring to inlarge the Trade 
and Manufacturies of that Kingdom, found 
out ſeveral Ways to prevent the Importati- 
on of our Woollens into France, by cau- 
ſing them to be thrown into Water, and 
then to be ſhrunk and new dreſſed, before 
they were admitted to be fold ; thoſe vex- 
atious Ways, together with the high Duties 
impoſed upon them, ſoon tired out the 
Engliſb Merchant, and amounted to a Pro- 
hibit ion. | 


Tos Proceedings gave Spirit to Sweden 
and ſeveral German Princes to follow the 
Example of France ; they were alſo willing 
to try whether they could not lay the En- 
21/þ Woollen Manufactures under ſuch Pro- 
hibitions and Difficulties, as.to exclude the 
the wearing them in their reſpective Domi- 
nions ; how far they have ſucceeded is too 
well known, 

E 2 WE 
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WIA may judge what Part France has 
gained from us, by examining into the 
mighty Demand there was for our Woollen 
Goods when France was viſited with the 
Plague, and were ſtopt from ſupplying 
Foreign Markets: The Demand for our 
Woollen Goods increaſed to fo great a 
Degree, that the like has not happened for 
many Years ; but as ſoon as that Country 
was freed from the Plague, they again ſup- 
plied thoſe Markets as formerly, and. the 
Demand for ours gradually ſunk. 


Now as we have greatly increaſed in 
our Buildings and Inhabitants within theſe 
Forty Years, and have ſo many Compe- 
titors in the Woollen Manufactury, and 
France, &c. has gained ſo great a Part 
from us, and ſo many Places endeavour to 
keep out our Woollen Manufactures, and 
ſtill continue to import their Linnen, 
Hemp, Flax, Iron, Pot-aſh, Timber, &c. 
upon us, which draws a very great Trea- 
ſure annually out of this Kingdom; ſome 
Methods muſt be found out for eſtabliſh- 
ing other Manufacturies for employing our 
Poor, otherwiſe our preſent Riches will 
decreaſe, our Lands ſink in Value, and 
our Manufacturers be forced to go into 
other Countries to find Employment; and 
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if they ſhould, I am afraid the Misfortune 
would be ſeverely felt: But this may be 
prevented; for if we will examine into the 
Conveniences we have for carrying on the 
the greateſt and moſt profitable Manu- 
facturies, we ſhall find, that by a right Re- 
gulation of the Improvements that may be 
made, eſpecially by modelling the Affairs 
of the Colonies, we may equal, if not ex- 
ceed, any Nation in Europe, in raiſing Ma- 
terials for carrying on the Linnen and Silk 
Manufacturies, either of which is thoughe 
to be as conſiderable in the World as the 
Woollen, and no Way inferior to it in the 
Point of Profit, 


TAE making and ſupplying ourſelves 
with Pig and Bar Iron from the Colonies, 
is alſo very material, ſince Foreigners draw 
between two and three hundred thouſand 

| Pounds per Annum from us for that Com- 


modity, and all to a Trifle in ready Mo- 
ney. 


SOMETIME indeed there is a mighty En- 
| quiry into Trade, and Perſons are called 
upon to give their Thoughts, but commonly, 
thoſe Enquiries dye, | 


In the Year 1716, a Memorial was 
drawn up at the Deſire of the Lords of 
E 3 Trade 
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Trade and Plantations, wherein ſeveral Im- 
provements were propoſed for raiſing Naval 
Stores, among, the reſt, Iron was one, 
Their Lordſhips were told, that Pig and 
Bar Iron being Undertakings that could nog 
be begun nor carried on without great Ex- 
pence, thoſe Perſons that attended were 
put in Expectation that they ſhould have 
ample Encouragement, which engaged 
them to make a Beginning, and ſome Works 
were erected there at a very great Charge to 
the Undertakers. They have ſeveral Times 
tince applied for having the ſmall Duty on 
Pig Iron taken off, but even that has not 
been done, and Bar Iron ſtill continues to 
pay the Duty as foreign Iron, tho' what is 
made in the Plantations is and muſt be made 
by Men of Eſtates in this Kingdom, and 
the Profits accruing to our Mother Country 
almoſt the ſame as if the Iron Mine was dug 
out of the Earth here, and made into Bars ; 
what this proceeds from is a Miſtery, ſeeing 
we are obliged to bring in between two and 
three hundred thouſand Pounds worth of Iron 
annually from foreign Nations; and it the 
making of Iron was encouraged in the P/anta- 
tions, we might ſupply all the Coaſt of Africa, 
both within and without the Mediterranean, 
as well as Turkey, Italy, Portugal, and even 
the Eaſt Indies, it being a Merchandize that 
can be exported at a ſmall Expence, * 
| caule 
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cauſe it ſerves as Ballaſt every where ; and 
in the Circulation of Trade, what it is fold 
for abroad, would be remitted Home, and 
add as much certain Riches to the Nation, 
as if they were dug out of a Silver Mine in 
our Plantations, and ſent us Home directly. 
It is ſtrange that this great Charge to the 
Nation ſhould not be thought of, and En- 
couragement given to the Subjects of this 
Kingdom, to ſet up Iron Works in the 
Plantations, and there employ the national 
Stock, rather than let Foreigners run away 
with fo great a Sum. I would farther ob- 
ſerve, we allow the Exportation of our Coals 
to Holland, Flanders, France, &c. at 35. 
but what is brought to London, if I miſtake 
not, pays near 10 5. per Chaldron Duty; ſo 
that the Hollanders, and Flemmings, Sc. 
under-work London, where the moſt and fi- 
neſt Steell and Iron Goods of the Kingdom 
are made, | 


ALL other Parts of the Kingdom, where 
Coals are Water-borne, pay 5 5. per Chal- 
dron, which forces us to pay a great Land 
Carriage upon Foreign Iron into the Inland 
Parts of the Country, to be wrought up 
with Coals where they pay no Duty. It 
muſt no doubt be a vaſt Pleaſure to thoſe 
Nations to ſee the Advantage they make of 
our Negligence ; for the Muſcovites have 

E 4 lately 
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lately erected Iron Works in Siberia, and 
the Danes have increaſed theirs in Norway, 
which is an Addition to what the Swedes 
formerly have ſupplied us with; and each 
of them ſtrive which ſhall gain the Eugliſb 
Market, the moſt conſiderable in Europe for 
the vaſt Conſumption of Iron; and where- 
as the Iron Works which were erected by 
the Directions of the late Czar were in Sibe- 
ria, we are informed they have found ſeve- 
ral Mines in Moſcow, much nearer Naviga- 
tion; and if they could find a Market, it 
is probable they alone would very ſpeedily 
be capable of making as much Iron as is 
uſed in England, Holland, Germany, Cc. 
For as the late Czar of Muſcouvy had tra- 
velled over Europe to find out the Secrets by 
which England and Holland gained their 
Riches, and finding it was by the Labour of 
their Poor employed in Manufactures, and 
exporting them to other Countries, he fre- 
quently ſaid he would be the richeſt Prince 
in Europe; for as he had the greateſt Num- 
ber of People, he would find out Methods 
for employing them: And ſince his Deceaſe 
the Miniſtry of the young Czar have fol- 
lowed his Example, by putting the People 
upon all the Employments they can think 
of, that thereby they may drain thoſe Nati- 
ons of their Treaſure who do not make pro- 


per Inſpection into their Commerce. 
AND 
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AND it is to be feared this Induſtry and 


Emulation of theirs will cauſe ſuch vaſtQuan- 
tities to be thrown into this Kingdom at 
ſuch very low Prizes, that will endanger the 
putting down all our Forges, and conſe- 
quently ſink the Value of our Wood-Lands, 
it ſome Care is not taken to prevent it. | 


Nov if Encouragement was given for 
making Pig Iron in our Plantations, that 
we might be certain of a. Supply, then 
all the Places in this Kingdom where there 
is Water enough, and a ſufficient Quantity 
of Wood, might have Forges erected upon 
them; and where Furnaces would not an- 


.ſwer ſo well as Forges, they might be con- 


verted to that Ule alſo. This would be a 
general Benefit to che Nation, and keep up 


all the Wood-Lands in the Kingdom to 


their full Value, 


Bur before I proceed to ſhew the great 
Advantage thoſe additional Materials would 
be to carry on the aforcſaid Manufacturies, 
I think proper to take Notice of an Objec- 
tion made by ſome Gentlemen, Which is, 


that if we encourage the Plantations, they 


will grow rich and ſet up for themſelves, 
and caſt off the Fygliſꝰ Government, 
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I have conſidered thoſe Objections abund. 
ance of Times, the oftner I think of them, 
the leſs Ground I ſee for ſuch Doubts and 
Jealouſies; for, 


1ſt, Ir we conſider the Situation of our Co- 
lonies, which ſtretch along the Coaſt for 
twelve or fourteen hundred Miles, and are 
ſeparated from one another with great Ri- 
vers, a very little Care to guard thoſe Paſ- 
ſages, would make it impracticable for Peo- 
ple the moſt deſperately inclined, to get into 
one Body. 


2dly, As the Subſtance of the Colonies is 
the ſupply ing our Sugar Plantations with 
Flower, Bisket, Pipe-Staves, Fiſh, and 
other Proviſions, prohibiting them that 
Commerce would be their utter Ruin, it 
being ſuppoſed that not leſs than Eight 
hundred Veſſels belonging to the Province 
of New- England, are employed in that 
Coaſting and Fiſhing Trade, 


34ly, Ir is to be conſidered, that our Co- 
lonies are under different Governments, 
Carolina has its own Governour. Virginia 
has a different Governour. Maryland and 
Penſilvania have their reſpective Proprietary 
Governours, and the Ferſeys and "IN 
allo 
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alſo their diſtinct Governours. New - Enp- 
land has allo a diſtinct Government from 
the reſt. It would be wonderful they could 
form a Deſign in ſo many Governments ſo 
as to unite in ſuch'a Deſign, without being 
diſcovered, or betraying one another, 


IT muſt be allowed, New- England has 
ſhewn an uncommon Stitneſs, very different 
from that Regard they ought to have for 
their Mother-Country, or a true Senſe of 


the Protection and great Tenderneſs which 


has been extended to them; but we appre- 
hend what has been done there, has rather 
riſen from the Cavils of ſome Men who en- 
deavour to make themſelves popular, than 


any Manner of Advantage either to them- 


ſelves or thoſe they repreſent ; and there- 
fore as this is thought to be the Clamour of 
a few, and that the wiſe and thoughttul 
Men among them diſlike ſuch Proceed- 
ings, we think all judicious Men, when 
they come to examine thoroughly into their 
Fears, will ſee they are groundleſs ; and 
that it feems impoſſible for the other Co- 
Jonies to joyn in any ſuch Deſign, ſo no- 
thing could be more againſt their own In- 
tereſt : For if New-England ſhould ever 
attempt to be independent of this King- 
dom, the ſtopping their ſupplying the Su- 
gar Iſlands, and Coaſting and Fiſhing Trade, 

would 
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would drive them to the utmoſt Difficul- 
ties to ſubſiſt as aforeſaid ; and of Conſe- 
quence the Part they have in that Trade 
would fall into the Hands of the other Co- 
lonies, which would greatly increaſe their 
Riches. But if ſome turbulent ſpirited 
Men ſhould ever be capable of raiſing any 
Detection, a ſmall Squadron of light Fri- 
gates would entirely cut off their Trade ; 
and if that did not do, the Government 
would be forced, contrary to their Practice, 
to do what other Nations do of Choice, 
Viz, place ſtanding Forces among them to 
keep them in Order, and oblige them to 
raiſe Money to pay them. We do not 
mention this with any Apprehenſion that 
ever they will give Occaſion, but to ſhew 
the Conſequences that muſt naturaly fol- 
low. 


Sou Perſons who endeavour to repre- 
ſent this Colony in the worſt Light, would 
perſuade us they would put themſelves un- 
der a foreign Power, rather than not gra- 
tify their Reſentments 3 but when they are 
asked, what that foreign Power muſt be ? 
there are none to be found but Spain, 
France and Holland : As to Spain and France, 
the Spirit of Perſecution among them, 
without any other Reaſon, is ſufficient to 
lay Thoughts of that Nature aſide ; * 
ne 
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the deſpotick Power uſed by thoſe Nations, 
differ ſto much from the mild and gentle 
Government of England, that thoſe very 
Perſons, who ſhould promote ſuch Diſtur- 
bances, would tremble at the very Thoughts 
of being tranſlated from their preſent Free- 
dom, to the arbitrary Will of an abſolute 
Prince; ſo that there is no Expectation 
left but from Holland; and as we lye be- 
tween them and New-England, we may 
eaſily interrupt any Correſpondence. The 
Hollanders, upon ſome Emergences, exer- 
ciſe an abſolute Power, and any Clamour 
againſt the State is taken Notice of in its 
Infancy, and ſoon cruſh'd ; but our Laws 
are ſo contrived and regulated, that even 
where great Offences are committed, it is 
dificult in many Caſes to bring the Offen- 
ders to Juſtice. Let thoſe that want to 
be informed, read over the Hiſtory of their 
Settlements in India, and ſee how many 
hundred thouſand People they keep under 
their Obedience by their Garriſons and re- 
gular Forces, It is ſaid there are forty 
thouſand Chineſe in their Government of 
Batavia, they pay a Crown per Month for 
the Liberty of exerciſing their Trades, and 
a Crown per Month more for wearing their 
Hair on a Gold Bodkin : That Badge of 
Freedom, as they eſteem it, being denied 
them in China by the Tarlarian Govern- 

ment, 
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ment, is faid to be the Reaſon ſo many 
of them ſettled at Batavia, Their Butchers 
are alſo put under a Licence, and pay the 
Magiſtrate a tenth Penny of the Value for 
every Beaſt they kill; and every Thing 
elſe is put under a Licence or Exciſe, ac- 
cording to their Cuſtom : Our Colonies 
have none of theſe Taxes to pay, nor 
ſtanding Armies to maintain, tho' they 
have many and great Advantages that no 
other Nation of Europe could poſſibly give 
them. They have the free Liberty of 
coming into all the Harbours of Europe as 
much as we ourſelves, a Privilege that 
other European Nations do not allow their 
Colonies; and yet they all have behaved 
with ſo much Affection and Duty to their 
Mother Countries, and are ſo far from at- 
tempting to be independent, that they 
every where unite with their Governors to 
bring the Natives of thoſe Settlements to 
their Subjection; but there is a Method 
propoſed in this Diſcourſe concerning Acts 
of Aſſemblies, which, if put in Practice, 
we hope will end all Controverſies of that 
Nature in our Colonies. 


As I think I have fully cleared the Diffi- 
culty ſome have apprehended we were un- 
der reſpect ing the Colonies ſetting up for 
themſelves, I would remove another *. 
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ſtill remains in the Minds of ſome People; 
which is, that if the Plantations are en- 
couraged to go upon raiſing Hemp, Flax, 
Silk, Iron, Sc. as ſoon as they are put in- 
to Methods of raiſing rough Materials, 
they will ſet up thoſe Manufactures with 
which we now ſupply them, and ſo we 
ſhall be deprived of the Advantage of that 
Trade, 


THrtst Things have often been hinted ; 
but thoſe Perſons ought to know, the Par- 
liaments of Euxgland are proper Judges how 
to direct and promote ſuch Manufacturies 
as they think ought to be eſtabliſh'd at 
home, as well as thoſe in our Colonies 
abroad, and to put down thoſe they think 
are diſadvantageous to the Nation; and as 


they have given Bounties upon Pitch, Tar, 


and Hemp, no doubt they will give the 
like upon Flax, and ſuch other Products 
as will be Materials for employing our 
Poor at home, that thoſe Commodities 
may be rendered as plentiful as our own 
Wool, which would be an inconceivable 
Benefit to us, and of many Times the Ad- 
vantage to the Colonies, that ſetting up 
Manufacturies among them, and running 
many Irons into Fire at 4 Time, could 
be to them; and ſuch Favours, together 


with the Cheapneſs of their Land, and La- 


bour 


E 


bour of their Negroes, would give them 
Opportunities of growing very rich. 


Tux Manufacturers here will have Op- 
portunity of employing all the Poor, and 
Employment for the Poor will make Pro- 
viſions riſe, Buildings and Inhabitants will 


increaſe, and the Landlords Rents will be 
well paid; and North-Britain, the North of 


England, and Ireland, may be ſupplied 


with great Stores of Flax and Hemp upon 


ſuch eaſy Terms, that it will engage Maſter- 
Manufacturers and Men of Eſtates from 
other Countries, to go thither and ſet them 
up; and Scotland and Ireland, that cannot 
produce Hemp and Flax for employing 
their Poor above three or four Months in 
the Year, may ſet up Manufacturies of 
Linnen, which may be as profitable as the 
beſt of our Woollens in England, becauſe 
they never will want Materials to keep the 
Poor at Work all the Year round. 


Txr1s Supply of Linnen from our own: 
Dominions, will prevent our being drained 
of our Gold and Silver by foreign Nations, 
who, it is thought, draw above two Mil- 
lions a Year from us for their Linnen, 


Cambricks, Flanders Lace, Threads, Sc. 


But if we deſire to have thoſe vaſt Advan- 
tages, we muſt, like other Nations, get 
Perſons 
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Perſons of Knowledge * and Experience to 
inſtruct dur People, and ſhew them how to 
carry on the Linnen Manufacture to the 
greateſt Perfection. If this is once put in 
Practice, Scotland and Ireland will have 
ſufficient Funds here from the Produce of 
their Linnen, to anſwer all Demands either 
tor ſuch Cloathing or Merchandize they 
may want from hence, or to anſwer Remit- 
tances upon all other Occaſions, 


HERE will be Employ ment for the Mer- 
chant in the Plantations to buy rough Ma- 
terials to be ſent home; and here will be 
Encouragement for the Merchants of Eng- 
land to buy Manufactures to be ſent thither; 
Navigation will be encouraged, and ſuch a 
Circulation. of Commerce, that muſt, if 
undertaken with Application and Induſtry, 
infuſe Riches into every Part of the Domi- 
nions of Great-Britain. 


AND indeed one Employment depend- 
ing on another, is the true Way not only 
to gain Riches, but to bring Manufactures 
to Perfection, as is practiced in the carry- 
ing on of the Linnen Manufactures of Hol- 
land, France, Flanders, &c. 


15 
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Tux like Dependance there is in carry- 
ing on the Manufacture of Watch-making, 


and Abundance of other Things that might 
be named, 


Now as it is plain, keeping the Planters 
to the raiſing Materials in the Plantations 
is the certain Way to enrich them, it is 
proper, for creating a right Underſtanding 
and true Friendſhip between the Planters 
in the Colonies, and for making the Go- 
vernment, as well as the Manfacturers here, 
eaſy, to come into the ſame Meaſures that 
other Nations have done, who have Plan- 
tations Abroad; for ſince the Diſcovery of 
the American World, the ſeveral Kingdoms 
that have Colonies abroad, have thought 
convenient to ſpare ſome of their People 
for cultivating ſeveral Commodities pro- 
duced there, as well as to carry on a Trade 
with the Natives, and vend their Manu- 
factures among them; but great Care has 
been taken to prevent their natural-born 
Subjects from going upon ſuch Manu- 
factures as did interfere with theirs at home; 
for as People are the Riches of a Kingdom, 
if properly employed, it would be fad Po- 
licy indeed for Governments to ſpare them, 
be at the Charge of protecting them abroad, 
and yet allow them to ſet up the Manu- 

factures 
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factures of their Mother Kingdoms, where- 


by they would ſupply themſelves, and in 
reſpect to Trade and Commerce, throw 
them into a State of Independency, and 
the Commodities for Home-Conſumption 
that were expected to be raiſed by their 
Induſtry, entirely neglected. The Spani- 
ards have very few of their own, yet it is 
ſaid, they take care to diſcourage any of 
the Manufactures of Europe being carried 
on in their Plantations : They will not 
ſuffer the making of Wines, Oyls, and 
and many other Things, becauſe Old Spain 
ſhould have the Benefit of ſupplying them, 
and alſo that they may not be interrupted 
in raiſing the Produce of their Plantations. 
The Portugueſe have done the like in the 
Brazils ; and tho? they have none of their 
own, rather chuſe to buy the Manufactures 
of other European Countries, becauſe their 
Planters ſhould not be diverted from car- 
rying on thoſe of Sugar and Tobacco, and 
applying themſelves to their Mines. And 
we ſee what a mighty Profit they produce 
to themſelves, and what Riches France, 
Holland, Italy, &c. gain by ſerving them with 
their Manufactures : This, I think, ought 
to put us upon Conſiderations, what we 
ſhould gain if our Colonies were duly re- 
gulated and encouraged, being capable to 
ſupply them with all ſuch ay; as 

they 
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they ſhall want, by the Induſtry of our 
own Inhabitants. The Regulations France 
has made for turning every Undertaking in 
their Plantations to the Good of their Mo- 
ther Country, is ſo extraordinary, that it 
deſerves Imitation; of which I have elſe- 
where taken Notice in this Diſcourſe, 


W have not made Inſpection into Af- 
fairs of this Nature, as our Neighbours 
have done, but when Neceſſity forces us, 
we begin to ſtir, 


IRELAND is a particular Inſtance 
of this; for after Cromwell had reduced 
the Natives, and brought that Kingdom 
again to the Obedience of the Engliſh Go- 
vernment, great Numbers of People went 
over and ſettled there, and raiſed great 
Stocks of Cattle, which ſoon increaſed ſo 
conſiderably, that they exported great 
Quantities of young Oxen and Sheep hi- 
ther, and the Perfons concern'd in that 
Traffick, made Returns in Cloathing, Fur- 
niture, Sc. But upon prohibiting their 
Cattle, they were forced to manufacture 
for Cloathing themſelves; if we had then 
laid ſome ſmall Reſtrictions to prevent their 
running into the Woollen Manufactury, and 
found out Methods for putting them upon 
that of Linnen, and given ** 

or 


ii 


for carry ing it on, they would have made 
ſuch conſiderable Quantities of Linnen, as 
would have purchaſed all their Woollen 
Cloathing from us; but this was wholly 
neglected, as if it was nobody's Buſineſs. 
Their Neceſſity of Cloathing drew great 
Numbers of our Woollen e e 
from hence; and making more than was 
ſufficient to ſupply the Inhabitants, they 
fell upon making ſuch Woollen Goods for 
the Dutch and Spaniſh Markets, as were 
made in England. After ſome Progreſs 
therein, the Parliament of England ſaw their 
cheap Wooll, and the Cheapneſs of their 
Proviſions, would enable them to underſell 
us, and conſequently run away with the 
Trade, they therefore were forced to make 
a Law to reſtrain the Exportation of thoſe 
Manufactures to foreign Parts. 


Fox as this Kingdom is the Head and 
Seat of the Engh/h Empire, and is ſupport- 
ed by its Manufactures, Trade, and Navi- 
gation, and thereby enabled to give Pro- 
tection to all her Dominions; it could not 


be expected they would ſuffer their Subjects 


to tranſport themſelves into Ireland, there 
to turn their Rivals in the Woollen Manu- 
facture. Nevertheleſs, they took Care to 


encourage the Linnen Manufacture, by 


giving Liberty to import it freely into this 
Kingdom; 
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Kingdom; which, by the proper Care that 


was taken by King Wilkam, and the In- 


duſtry of the Gentlemen of 1reland to pro- 
mote it, has ſucceeded ſo well, that they 


are now poſſeſſed of a Manufacture as 


profitable to them as the Woollen 1s to us, 
according to the Quantities they make, and 
increaſing daily; which has enabled them 
to remit great Sums of Money for Rent 
to ſeveral] Noblemen and Gentlemen, In- 
habitants of this Kingdom, who have 
Eftates in Ireland. Our Colonies are much 
in the ſame State Ireland was in when they 
began the Woollen Manufactury; and as 
their Numbers increaſe, will fall upon Ma- 


nufactures for cloathing themſelves, if due 


Care be not taken to find Employment for 


them, in raiſing ſuch Productions as may 


enable them to turniſh themſelyes with all 


their Neceſſaries from us. I ſhould there- 
fore think it worthy the Care of the Go- 
vernment, to endeavour by all poſſible 
Means to encourage them in the raiſing 
of Silk, Hemp, Flax, Iron, Pot-aſh, Sc. 
by giving them competent Bounties in the 
Beginning, and ſending over judicious and 


Skilſul Perſons at the publick Charge, to 


aſſiſt and inſtruct them in the moſt: proper 
Methods of Management; which, in my 
Apprehenſion, would lay a Foundation for 
eſtabliſhing the moſt profitable Trade of 
| any 
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any we have. And conſidering the com- 
modious Situation of our Colonies along 
the Sea-Coaft, the great Convenience of 
navigable Rivers 1n all of them, the Cheap- 
neſs of Land, and the Eaſineſs of raiſing 
Proviſions, great Numbers of People who 
are uneaſy in ſeveral Parts of Europe, 
would be glad to tranſport themſelves thi- 
ther to ſettle. upon ſuch Improvements, 
which, when once ſet on Foot, would eaſi- 
ly be carried on without much further Aſ- 
ſiſtance. Now as People have been filled 
with Tears, that the Colonies, if encouraged 
to raiſe rough Materials, would ſet up for 
themſelves ; a little Regulation would re- 
move all thoſe Jealouſies out of the Way, 
as aforeſaid z for then our Merchants and 
Manufacturers would find it their Intereſt 
to promote and aſſiſt them in raiſing thoſe 
Materials which might prove ſo much to 
their and our mutual Benefit. As for Ex- 
ample : They have never thrown nor wove 
any Silk as yet, that we have heard of ; 
therefore if a Law was made to prohibit 
the Uſe of any Throwſter*'s Mill, or doub- 
ling or twiſting Silk with any Machine 
whatſoever, they would then ſend it us 
raw; and as they will have the providing 
rough Materials to themſelves, ſo ſhall we 
have the manufacturing of them. If En- 
couragement is given for raiſing Hemp, 
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Flax, Cc. doubtleſs they will ſoon begin 
to manufacture, if not prevented: There. 
fore, to ſtop the Progreſs of any ſuch Ma- 
nufacture, it is propoſed, that no Weaver 
there ſhall have Liberty to ſet up any 
Looms, without firſt regiſtring at an Office 
kept for that Purpoſe under the Governor 
of each Province, his Name and Place of 
Abode, and the Name and Place of Abode 
of every Journeyman that ſhall work with 
him: But if any particular Inhabitant ſhall 
be inclined to have any Linnen or Woollen, 
Sc. made of their own Spinning, they 
ſhould not be abridged of the ſame Liber- 
ty that they now make uſe, of, viz. to car- 
ry it to a Weaver (who ſhall be licenſed 
by the Governor) and have it wrought up 
for the Uſe of the Family, but not to be 
ſold to any Perſon in a private Manner, 
nor expoſed at any Market or Fair, on 
Forfeiture of ol ior oro | 


Ap in as much as they have been ſup- 
plied with all their Iron Manufactures from 
hence, except what is uſed in the Building 
of Ships, and other Country Work, a great 
deal above one Half af our own Exports 
being ſuppoſed to be in Nails; a Manu- 
facture which they allow has never hitherto 
been carried on, among them; it is pro- 
poſed, they ſhall for Time to come _ 
ere 
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erect the manufacturing of any under the 

Size of a Two Shilling Nail, Horſeſhoe 
Nails excepted, That all Slitting Mills, 
and Engines for drawing Wire, or weaving 
Stockings, be put down ; and that every 
Smith, who keeps a common, Forge or 
Shop, ſhall regiſter his Name and Place of 
Abode, and the Name of every Servant 
which he ſhall employ 3 which Licence 
ſhall be renewed once every Year, and pay 
for the Liberty of working at ſuch Trade. 


TBA all Negroes ſhall be prohibited 
from weaving either Linnen or Woollen, 
or ſpinning or combing of Wooll, or work- 
ing at any Manufacture of Iron, further 
than making it into Pig or Bar Iron: 
That they be alſo prohibited from manu- 
„ fafturing of Hats, Stockings, or Leather 
n WW of any Kind. This Limitation will not 

abridge the Planters of any Privilege they 
now enjoy; on the contrary, it will turn 
their Induſtry to promoting and raiſing 
7 ö 
m choſe rough Materials. 


Ir the Governor of each Province was 
obliged to tranſmit an Account of the 
Number of Maſter- Smiths, Maſter-Wea- 
vers, Maſter-Combers, Number of Looms 
and Number of Journeymen employed in 


each Manufactury, to the Lords of Trade 
F ar d 
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and Plantations, with an exact Account of 
all new Comers, and their laſt Place of 
Abode, they would always have Oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing the Increaſe or Diminution 
of the Manufacturies of the Colonies, which 
may be encouraged or depreſſed, according 
to their Wants, or the Danger of their too 
much interfering with us. 


IT is to be hoped this Method would al- 
lay the Heat that ſome People have ſhewn 
(without Reaſon) for deſtroying the Iron 
Works in the Plantations, and pulling down 
all their Forges; taking away, in a violent 
Manner, their Eſtates and Properties; pre- 
venting the Husbandmen from getting their 
Plough Shares, Carts, or other Utenſils, 
mended ; deſtroying the Manufacture of 
Ship-building, by depriving them of the 
Liberty of making Bolts, Spikes, or other 
Things proper for carrying on that Work; 
by which Article, Returns are made for 
purchaſing our Woollen Manyfactures, which 
is of more than ten Times the Profit that 
is brought into this Kingdom by the Ex- 
ports of Iron Manufactures. 


IxpEED, if they ſhall ſet up Manu- 
factures, and the Government afterwards 
ſhall be under a Neceſſity of ſtopping their 
Progreſs, we muſt not expect that it — 
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be done with the ſame Eaſe that now it 
may. 


Ir it ſhould be objected, that it would 
be difficult to find out thoſe Manufacturers 
who keep Looms or Smiths Forges, &c. 
To ſuch I anſwer, That it cannot be 
more difficult than it is to find out Ale- 
houſes, and oblige them to take out Li- 
cences, or to collect the Window- Lights 
with us; for Weavers and Smiths, Sc. are 
Publick Employ ments, and known by eve- 
ry body in the Pariſh ; and conſequently 
any Aſſeſſment or Rate may be levied up- 


on them with as much Eaſe as the Window 
Tax. 
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r The Danger of depending on the Czar 
h W of Mulcovy for Hemp and Flax. 
ii The Advantage of being ſiipplied 
therewith, as well as all other Na- 
val Stores, from our own Planta- 
i. | tions. Naval Stores from the Bal- 
ds tick, and the prodigious Quantities 
ir of foreign Linnens and Flanders 
il W Lace imported, ſuppoſed to exceed 
F 2 the 
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the Value of all our Woollens ex- 
ported. Full Employment for the 
Poor the certain Increaſe of the 
Riches of a Nation, and Support of 
the Landed Intereſt. ol 


EMP and Flax are ſo uſeful in Na- 

vigation and Trade, that we cannot 
poſſibly do without them; the firſt for 
Cordage of all Sorts, the latter for making 
Sail-cloth, as well as for the Linnen Ma- 
nufactures that are carried on in this King- 
dom; and the Czar of Muſcovy be ing ſen- 
ſible we muſt have our Supply of Hemp, 
Sc. from him, has, in a Manner, made a 
Monopoly of it; and what he ſells, will 
have his own Price for in ready Money, or 
Bills of Exchange, and the reſt in ſuch 
Goods as he thinks fit. The Neceſſity we 
are under for thoſe Commodities ought to 
pur us upon all imaginable Care and Study 
how to provide them, leſt we ſhould hap- 
pen to be under the ſame Neceſſity for them, 
that we were in the Year 1703 for Pitch 
and Tar, when the Government of Sweden 
abſolutely refuſed to let us have them for our 
ready Money, otherwiſe than in their own 
Shipping from their Tar Company here, at 
their own Price, and only in ſuch Quantities 


as they thought fit. Upon that Diſappoint-W C 
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ment, the Goverament, by allowing a con- 
fiderable Encouragement for carrying on 


the Manufactures of Pitch and Tar, had 
fufficient Quantities from our own Planta- 


lions; and it is greatly to be deſired the 


like Encouragement was given for raiſing 
Hemp and Flax; for fince we have Plan- 
lations where Hemp and Flax and all Sorts 
of Naval Stores may be raiſed, with ſo 
many and ſo great Advantages to this 
Kingdom, it would be unaccountable to 


leave us dependant and at an Uncertainty 


for them, and to be ſupplied only by a 
Prince that will be paid for them juſt as he 
pleaſes. 


Ir is very well known, that our Land 
is too dear for raiſing Hemp and Flax, and 


what is grown here (though it is tough and 
makes ſtrong Linnen) neither dreſſes ſo 


kindly, nor whitens ſo well as that which 
grows in warmer Climates. In Ruſſia the 
beſt Hemp and Flax grow in the Souther- 


moſt Parts of the Kingdom, where the 


Summer is hot, and the Air clear; and yet 
the Flax is not accounted ſo good as that 
which grows in Egypt or Italy. 


_ EGYPT has always been eſteemed for 
Is Linnen, and now ſupplies Leghorn with 


Quantities, and the Coaſt of Syria, Aſia 
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Minor, Smyrna, Conſtantinople, and other 
great Cities, have a Supply of Hemp and 
Flax from thence. All our Colonies (which 
run Twelve or Fourteen hundred Miles in 
Length, and all the Way border upon the 
Sea) have very hot Summers, the Souther- 
moſt Parts of them lie near the fame La- 
titude with Egypt, and the North Part 
much about the fame with Ancona, or Bo. 
legna in Italy, where excellent Hemp and 
Flax grow ; therefore we have the greatelt 
Proſpect to receive mightySupplies of Hemp 
and Flax from them. Part of the Land 
in the Colonies is very rich, and of fo ſmall 
Value, that there will be Opportunity of 
breaking up freſh as often as there is Occa- 
ſion to change the Ground, which if laid 
down, will recover itſelf again without the 
Charge of manuring, as we do here, to the 
very great Damage of our ploughing Lands, 
Nothing empoveriſhes Land more than 
Hemp and Flax, and though it is manured, 
that alone will not do ſo well, for the 
Land ought to be changed after three or 
four Crops ; and generally the fineſt and 
fatteſt Pieces are converted to that Uſe. 


Tos great Conveniencies of having 
Land fo very cheap, and ſo fine a Climate, 
which we know produces excellent Hemp 
and Flax, ſo commodiouſly ſituated _— 

| . 


| Linnen Manufacture, as the Suſſex and other 


have ſer the Reſt of Europe to be our Com- 


of the Value we ſet upon it proceeds from 
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the Sea-Coaſt, with ſuch Numbers of large 
Rivers running up the Country to the moſt 
inland Settlements, where Proviſions may 
be raiſed at ſo ſmall a Charge, and where 
Work may be done by the Labour of 
Slaves, almoſt. as cheap as it is in India, 
give Ground to hope that we may manu- 
facture Linnen here cheaper than any Part 
of Europe can import them upon us; and 
the Colonies be as profitable to us, by 
raiſing rough Materials to carry on the 


Downs are for ſupplying Wooll for that 
Manufacture, the Profits of which we have 
valued ourſelves ſo much upon, that we 


petitors therein. However, a great deal 


Miſtake, we think abundantly more of it 
than it really is, the foreign Linnen and 
Flanders Lace, Linnen-yarn, and Naval 
Stores imported into this Kingdom, being; 
ſuppoſed to amount to more than the Ex- 
ports of all our Woollens. The Manu- 
facture of Linnen in Brittany, and other 
Parts of France, Forty Years ago, was 
thought to be better to them than the Wool- 
len was to us; for it was generally allow'd 
we took above a Million a Year from them, 
and Portugal, Spain, and the Spaniſh Weſt- 
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Tndies, twice that Value, beſides what other 
Countries took. 


IxpEEPD they have in ſome Meaſure loſt 
their Trade with us, we now receive little 
from thence, but what comes by Stealth, 
or under the Denomination of Switz Lin- 
nen through A/ſazia, their Cambricks ex- 
cepted, of which I have elſewhere taken 
Notice. And now the Emperor of Ger- 
many's Hereditary Countries, and other 
Parts of the Empire, have gained the ſup- 
plying of us, which has made them very 
rich and A 


Now as the Woollen Manufacture, eſpe- 
cially the coarſe Part, has ſpread itſelf of 
late into ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom, 
which has exceeded the Demand, and cauſed 
great Stocks to lie-by, if thoſe rough Ma- 
terials of Hemp and Flax were prepared in 
our Plantations, the People in-North- Britain, 
Sc. would ſoon find the Advantage of 
falling upon that Manufacture ; the labo- 
rious and coarſe Part being performed 
abroad, the reſt would invite not only the 
Poor and Neceſſitous, but People of better 
Circumſtances to employ their Time in it. 


Ir theſe Propoſitions are heartily put in 


Practice, we may noe that by providing 
the 
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the aforeſaid rough Materials, we ſhould 
have the delightful. Proſpect of ſeeing Trade 
flouriſh ; for as the Silk and Linnen Manu- 
factures, where brought to Perfection, are 
altogether as profitable to thoſe Nations, 
as the Woollen now is to us; and as we 
increaſe in our. Linnen Manufactures, thoſe 
of Sileſia, and all the Emperor's Heredi- 
tary Countries, from whence we take ſuch 
Quantities, muſt abate- of Courſe ; their 
People will alſo reſort to us, and help te 
carry them on; for it has always been ob- 
ſerved, where new Manufactures are ſer up, 
and take away Part from another Country, 
the Manufacturers will, likewiſe remove: 
This was the Caſe of the Flemmings when 
Queen Elizabeth: gave ſuch great Encou- 
ragement to have the Woollen Manufacture 
removed: hither, and ours when we had that 
nundation of China. and India wrought 
Silks, our Weavers: went to Holland, Fan- 
ders, France, &c. and ſeveral Streets in 
| Spittlefields were almoſt deſolate ; and when 
thoſe Silks were prohibited, the Manufac- 
turers returned again. 


IT is ſuppoſed the Ruſſians export to 
England and all other Parts, in Hemp and 
Flax, above the Value of a Million a Year. 
It Hemp and Flax be ſo valuable a Pro- 
duct for Merchandize with. them, there 
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ſeems to be a much greater Proſpect of en- 
riching ourſelves by raiſing them in our 
Plantations, 


1. BECAuSsE they will not be ſubje& 
to any Land-Carriage, but ſhipp'd imme- 
diately from the Place of Growth. 


2. Becavse Land is much cheaper in 
our Plantations than in the South Parts of 
Ruſſia. 


3. Tux Climate being equal with that in 
Egypt and [taly, is ſuppoſed to produce 
Hemp and Flax preferable to theirs, 


S1R Joſiab Child ſays, That in the Plan- 
tations of Sugar and Tobacco, every white 
Man there employs four Perſons at home; 
he means, we ſuppoſe, in providing Cloaths, 
Part of their Food, and all Sorts of Uten- 
ſils for carrying on their Buſineſs. If Sugar 
and Tobacco employ ſuch a Number of 
Hands at home, certainly every Perſon em- 
ployed in the Plantations in raiſing and 
dreſſing Hemp and Flax, muſt, by his La- 
bour there, return more than twice the Ad- 
vantage that can be produced by Sugar and 
Tobacco, for they are manufactured in the 
Plantations, the refining the Sugar, and cut- 
ting Tobacco, with the lictle Quantity o_ 5 
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rolled, excepted; whereas Flax and Hemp 
are Materials for employing all idle Hands; 


and of Conſequence the Poor's Rate will 


ſoon be abated, and the Nation will find 
in a little Time what they ſave yearly there- 


by, will be more than ſufficient to encourage 


the People to begin that Employment. 


F mention Part of the Poor's Rate, be- 
cauſe they muſt be maintained by our Lands, 


if Employment is not provided for them; 


and Abundance are thrown upon the Pa- 
riſhes for Want of Work ; others make 
that a Pretext for their begging. from Place 
to Place: But where Work-houſes have been 
built, rho* Materials for employing the 
Poor are ſcarce, yet ſome publick ſpirited 
Men have there maintained them for half 
the Expence they were at before thoſe Work- 


houſes were erected. This ſhews what good 
Oeconomy can do, and the Happineſs it is 
to thoſe Places who have ſuch Gentlemen 


to direct and aſſiſt them. 


I muſt obſerve, that * Silk, Hemp, and 


Flax, may be carried on by the ſame hands, 
and not interfere one with another; for after 


— — 
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* I can't well avoid mentioning of Silk here, but I 
have treated of the Methods of carrying it on in a Chapter 
by itſelf, to which I reſer. be 
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ſeems to be a'much greater Proſpect of en- 


riching ourſelves by raiſing them in our 
Plantations, 


1. Bxecause they will not be ſubje&t 
to any Land-Carriage, but ſhipp'd imme- 
diately from the Place of Growth, 


2. Bzcavse Land is much cheaper in 
our Plantations than in the South Parts of 
Ruſſia. 


3. Tux Climate being equal with that in 
Egypt and Italy, is ſuppoſed to produce 
Hemp and. Flax preferable to theirs, 


S1R Joſiab Child ſays, That in the Plan- 
tations of Sugar and Tobacco, every white 
Man there employs four Perſons at home; 
he means, we ſuppoſe, in providing Cloaths, 
Part of their Food, and all Sorts of Uten- 
ſils for carrying on their Buſineſs. If Sugar 
and Tobacco employ ſuch a Number ot Þ 
Hands at home, certainly every Perſon em- 
ployed in the Plantations in raiſing and 
dreſſing Hemp and Flax, muſt, by his La- 
bour there, return more than twice the Ad- 
vantage that can be produced by Sugar and 
Tobacco, for they are manufactured in the i 
Plantations, the refining the Sugar, and cut- 
ting Tobacco, with the lictle Quantity _ 7 

| rolled, 


(157 
rolled, excepted 3 whereas Flax and Hemp: 
are Materials for employing all idle Hands; 
and of Conſequence the Poor's Rate will 
ſoon be abated, and the Nation will find 


in a little Time what they fave yearly there- 
by, will be more than ſufficient to encourage 


the People to begin that Employment. 


F mention Part of the Poor's Rate, be- 
cauſe they muſt be maintained by our Lands, 
it Employment is not provided for them; 
and Abundance are thrown upon the Pa- 
riſnes for Want of Work; others make 
that a Pretext for their begging from Place 
to Place: But where Work-houſes have been 
built, rho* Materials for employing the 
Poor are icarce, yet ſome publick ſpirited 


Men have there maintained them for half 


the Expence they were at before thoſe Work- 


| houſes were erected. This ſhews what good 
Oeconomy can do, and the Happineſs it is 


to thoſe Places who have ſuch Gentlemen 
to direct and aſſiſt them. 


I muſt obſerve, that * Silk, Hemp, and 


Flax, may be carried on by the ſame hands, 
and not interfere one with another; for after 


. 


* I can't well avoid mentioning of Silk here, but 1 
have treated of the Methods of carrying it onin a Chapter 
eng 
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the ſowing of Hemp and Flax, the Mul- 
berry Leaves come to be in Perfection for 
feeding the Silk-Worms ;, and the Silk- 
Harveſt (as it is called) is over before Hemp 
and Flax are ripe: Thus the Perſons em- 
ployed in the Silk may turn their Hands 
to that of Hemp and Flax, the breaking 
and dreſſing of which may be Work for 
them all the reſt of the Year. The Stocks 
and Utenſils to be employed in them, will 
coſt but a ſmall Matter; but the Care of 
the Government to ſupply them with Flax 
and Hemp Sced, at their firſt Beginning, as 
well as Seed for producing Silk- Worms, to 
be delivered to the Planters at the proper 
Seaſons, will be abſolutely neceſſary, to renew 
the ſame if there ſhould be Occaſion; and 
when once got into proper Methods, the 
Charge would be over. If ſuch a publick Spi- 
rit prevailed now for promoting the general 
Intereſt of the Nation, as did in our Nobility 
and Gentry upon the firſt ſ-rtling of our Plan- 
tations, we may raiſe ſufficient Quantities of 
rough Materials for carrying on all our 
Home Manufactures, 


Av if once we come to be ſupplied with 
Hemp and Flax by the aforeſaid Methods, 
every Place will be filled with Flax-Dreſ- 
ſers, and the Overſeers of the Poor of every 
Pariſh, where the Wooll Spinning Trade 

18 
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is not carried on, may very eaſily come at 
Hemp and Flax, which they will find 
as profitable to, them, as the Woollen is to- 
the other; and the more diſtinct the Em- 
ployment is, the better, for many Inconvent- 
ences have attended one Manufacture inter- 
fering with another; beſide, there will be 
an Intercourſe of Trade created by one Part 
of the Kingdom ſupplying the other with 
their diſtin&t Manufactures ; this will give 
tall Employment to the whole Kingdom, 
and-an univerſal Chearfulneſs to every Bo- 
dy : For the Poor are never happier, nor 
their Minds eaſter, than when they have 
full Employment; and when they are em- 
ployed, Riches are diffuſed over the Nation.. 


IT is a common Opinion, that we have 
above a Million of People in the three Na- 
tions deſtitute of Work ; but if thoſe rough: 
Materials (ſo often mentioned in this Diſ- 
courſe,) ſhould come to be ratſed in our 
Plantations, there need not be one 1dle Per- 
ſon, Now ſuppoſe that One Million of 
People were put upon manufacturing thoſe 
rough Materials, and each Perſon earn'd 
but one Penny a Day, and allowing but 
Three hundred working Days ina Year, it 
would amount to 1,250,000/. Now as I 
have already ſaid, the Importation of foreign 
Linnen, Flanders Lace, and Nayal Stores, 
Tn amount 
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amount to more than all our Woollens ex- 
ported, it is aſtoniſhing that ſo wiſe a Na- 
tion as this does not take Care to regulate 
thoſe Matters, and have the greateſt Part of 
thoſe Linnens made in the three Kingdoms, 
All other Nations of Europe are ſo wiſe as 
to make Linnen enough for their own Uſe, 
Portugal, Spain, and what is imported inte 
Haly, excepted; and if the Government 
does not take Care to put thoſe poor People 
into proper Regulations and Employ ments, 
they mult continue in Miſery and Want. 


SETTING up the making of Pitch and 
Far in our Plantations was very advantage- 
ous 3 there was indeed: very great Encou- 
ragement given to. begin that Undertaking, 
which had its deſired End, and vait Quan- 
tities of Pitch and Tar were imported; and 
it is hoped ſome Encouragement will be re- 
newed again, that the Swedes and Ruſſians, 
&c. may not regain the Importation of 
that Commodity upon us. 


As to Pot-aſh, that has never yet been 
undertaken, tho* doubtleſs our Plantations, 
if once got into the right Way of making it, 
would ſufficiently ſupply us with all "Ow we 
want. 


_ Our Plantations | in America abound ny 
vaſt 


% 
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vaſt Quantities of Timber, and the Navi- 
gation from New-England, Nova Scotia, 
or Neufoundland, is not more tedious, nor 
at a greater Diſtance from us than the Bot- 
tom of the Bothnick Gulph, or Petersbourg : 
But thoſe Places having been long in Trade, 
and a conſtant Demand from us for that 
Commodity, they always have great Stocks 
of Timber ready ſquar'd, and Boards lying 
ready to load a Ship of Five or Six hun- 
dred Ton in ten or twelve Days; but hi- 
therto we have never had Stocks lying 
ready in our Plantations, nor any Encou- 
ragement for building large bulky Ships, 
fuch as are uſed by the Danes and Swedes, 
who fail with a few Hands, and at a ſmall 
Charge. What Timber we have had hi- 
therto come directly to England, has 
been rather put on board to fill up, when 
Tobacco or other Merchandize has not 
been to be had; and therefore no Care has 
hitherto been taken to make it a regular 
Trade, which may hereafter deſerve further 
Conſideration. | 
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CHAP. XXX, 


( 136 ) 
CHAP. XXX. 


Concerning Raw Silk, and Methods for 
being ſupplied therewith. 


T hath been a Diſpute among Travel: 
lers, whether the Manufacture of Silk; 
Woollen, or Linnen, is moſt conſiderable 
in the World : Many of them ſay the Silk 
Manufacture exceeds either of the other 
two; and they give this Reaſon. for it, 
That the People of China, who are com- 
puted to be Two hundred Millions in Num- 
ber, are chiefly cloathed with Silk Gar- 
ments, which indiſputably demonſtrates it 
to abound with the greateſt Quantity of 
Silk of any Country in the World, it be- 
ing there ſo very plentiful and cheap, that 
ſeveral of the Jeſuits affirm, five Suits of 
Silk do not exceed the Price of one Suit of 
Woollen in Europe: However, I ſhall not 
trouble my Reader with thoſe nice Calcu- 
lations, only ſhew the great Uſe of Silk. 
in China, and ſome other Parts of theWorld,. 
and that there cannot be a more profitable 
Manufacture carried on. 


Tr is certain that Perſia, India, and Chi- 
na, had the Manufacture of Silk long * 
Ore 
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fore it came into Europe, for the firſt that 
was brought was in the Time of Auguſtus, 
according to Dr. Prideaux, and other Au- 
thors, 


We manufacture very great Quantities 
of Thrown and Raw Silk in this Kingdom, 
which is thought to be ſix Times as much 
as it was 40 Years ago, for then we were 
ſupplied with French and Halian Silks, all 
fully manufactured. 


TEE Silk we have from Taly is gene- 
rally Thrown, and ſerves for Warp for our 
Manufactures, the greateſt Part from Pied- 
mont, the whole Principality not larger 
than a ſmall Engliþ County; yet it is 
thought the King of Sardinia receives at 
leaſt Two hundred thouſand Pounds of us 
yearly for that Commodity, and all in ready 
Money, for he hath loaded all our Manu- 
factures with very high Duties, (which is 
in effect a Prohibition) and admits thoſe of 
France at a ſmall Cuſtom 3 for which Rea- 
ſon, they ſupply his Dominions with Wool- 
len Manufactures. The Prices we pay him 
for Thrown Silk are alſo extravagant, be- 
ing in general above Twenty Shillings for 
every Pound; nevertheleſs, he appears to 
be very fond of keeping us dependant on 
him; for an Engine or Machine being 

erected, 


„ 
erected in this Kingdom for throwing Raw 
Silk into Organzine, to prevent the Uſe 
thereof, we are told, he hath prohibited 
the Exportation of Raw Silk out of his 
Dominions, and we have now none from 
theace but what is got by Stealth; however, 
the Markets are open to other Parts of 1/aly, 


TRI Province of Gilon, and Part of the 
Provinces of Shervan and Georgia, are the 
Places that ſupply us with Legee or Sher- 
baffee, or what is called Turkey Silk, the 
Price there dees not exceed nine or ten 
Shillings the great Pound; but it bears a 
Land-Carriage of near One thouſand Miles, 
and paſſes through ſeveral Hands, who all 
get a Profit by it before it comes to us. 
The Addition of Land-Carriage, and ſe- 
veral Duties paid thereon, we are informed 
makes it ſell at Aeppo for nineteen or twenty 
Shillings, | 


Tuz Silk of Bengal is much inferior in 
Quality, neither bears ſo good a Gloſs, nor 
does half the Service in ſome Manufactures, 
nor fit for throwing into Organzine, ſo that at 
preſent we are forced to take of that dear 
{talian Silk for the Warp of all our Manu- 
factures. The Silk of China is of excellent 
Staple, and coſts little more than one Third 
of the Price that we pay for Lalian hy 

| ut 
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but the Duty being but Eighteen-pence on 
Itglian and Turkey Raw Silk, and that being 
at Four Shullings, prevents wy Quantity 
from coming in. 


J have before obſerved, that the whote 
Country of China 1s in a Manner cloathed 
with Silk of their own manufacturing, and 
Japan is ſupplyed from thence, and their 
Manufactures are ſent all over India, Perſia, 
and even into Europe and the Spaniſh Weſt- 
Indies. Two Provinces are efteem*d beyond 
the Reſt for the Excellency of their Silk, 
viz, Chetiam and Nanking, with which it is 
ſaid Garments for the Royal Family and 
Grandees of the Kingdom are made. 


As we have but one Water-Engine for 
throwing Silk in the Kingdom, if that 
ſhould be deftroy*d by Fire, or any other 
Accident, it would make the Continuance 
of chrowing fine Silk among us very pre- 
carious; and it is very much to be doube- 
ed, whether all the Men now living in the 
Kingdom could make ſuch another ; and 
as we have commodious Rivers for that 
Purpoſe, whoſe Streams hold all the Year, 
and run thorough large Towgs,, where 
ſcarcely any Manufactures are carried on, 
I am humbly of Opinion, it would be Mat- 
ter of the greateſt Conſequence to our Silk 

Manufacture, 
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Manufacture, to have three or four more 
erected, according to the Model of that at 
Derby, (though at the Publick Charge) 
which would give ſome Hopes of keeping 
that Manufacture among us for ever; and 
we ſhould come in for a Part of the fine 
Raw Silk of Granada, Valentia, Murcia, 
and other Provinces of Spain, as well as 
the Products of ſeveral Parts of Italy, in 
Exchange for our Woollen Manufactures, 
and not be tied down to the ſtrict Rules of 
paying our ready Money, as we are now, to 
the Duke of Savoy; and when once fully 
employ'd, the Profit in a ſhort Time might 
defray the whole Expence. 


Ir the Duty was taken off China Silk, 
and made equal with that of Haly and Tur- 
key, and all Duties allowed to be drawn 
back upon re-exporting, as it is now upon 
Raw, and that and other fine Silk thrown 
here, it would come ſo cheap, that we 
ſhould be able to underſell moſt Parts of 
Europe, and draw a. Demand: from Ger- 
many, Holland, Flanders, Spain, Portugal, 
and other Places, which might ſave and 
bring into this Nation 200, oco l. yearly.. 


Tu Cheapneſs of Thrown Silk will in- 
ereaſe the Demand for Turkey Silk, which 
may here be noted, is only fic for Shute or 
| Woof, 
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Woof, and not fit for making Warp or 
Cane for any Silk Manufacture, that being 
all Talian; and therefore the greater Quan- 
tity we have of fine Silk fit to be thrown 
into Organzine, the greater Quantity of 
Turkey Silk* will be uſed, for Shute, and 
conſequently a greater Demand for our 
Woollen Cloths for the Turkey Trade, which 
are -given in Barter for the ſaid Silk, It 
we had not that fine ahian Silk for Warp, 


our Conſumption of Turkey Silk would be 
very inconſiderable. 


A great deal might be ſaid upon the ad- 
vantageous Proſpe& of having China Silk, 
to carry on our Manufactures ; but as I 
ſaid ſomething on this Head in the Article 
of Trade between England and India, and 


there ſpoke to the Nature and Excellency of 
it, I refer to that. 


Bur notwithſtanding the great Advan- 
tages I apprehend we might receive by ha- 
ving Silk from China, if the Duty was leſ- 
ſened, I am not wholly for depending on 
that, being very well aſſured, if Care was 
taken to cultivate and improve the Raiſing 
of Silk in our Plantations, Carolina, Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, and Penſilvania, would 
produce the beſt of Silk, and as fit for Or- 
ganzine as any in the World; for theſe 
Countries 
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Countries produce vaſt Numbers of white 


and other Mulberry-Trees, which grow / 


wild, and ſpring up almoſt every where in 
great Abundance, which looks as if Na- 
ture had called us thither to propagate that 
Manufacture; and if put on Foot, would 


in Time be of as great Advantage to chis 


Nation, as any Employment in the Plan- 
tations; for as I have already obſerved, the 
Manufacture of Silk is a moſt profitable 
Undertaking, where the Land and Air is 
proper for raiſing it. 


THrz vaſt Riches of China, by this Ma- 


nufacture, is ſufficient to demonſtrate the 


great Advantage thereof; and the extra- 
ordinary Treaſure the Duke of Savoy draws 


into his Country by Silk, which is made in 
that little Principality 'of Piedmont, as I 


have already obſerved, is alſo another In- 
ſtance: We may judge, if he draws above 
Two hundred thouſand Pounds a Year from 
Emgland, what his Profits are which he 
draws from Holland, and other Places where 
the Manufacture is carried on to a very 
great Degree. 


W are informed the very Land for 


planting of Mulberry-Trees in many Parts 


of Jtaly, is worth from Three to Five 
* an Acre, and Gentlemen there, as 
well 
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well as in Sicily, ſell their Mulberry Leaves 
to the Poor for Half the Silk they make, 
and the Money is equally ivided between 
them upon Sale of the Sijk ; and that the 
Leaves of a Tree there hatn yi-!d<d three 
or four Pounds. Now if the Manufacture 
of Silk, and the planting of Mulberry- 
Trees has raiſed the Land to be ſo valuable, 
and ſome Gentlemen receive {uch conſider- 
able Revenues from their Crops of Leaves, 
very great Things may be expected by our 
encouraging and promoting the Manu- 
facture of Silk in our Colonies, where as 
much Land may be had for Six-pence, as 
in Haly for Five Pounds. And if great 
Numbers of Mulberry-T rees were planted 
among the Indian Nations bordering on our 
Settlements, and ſome skilful good-temper*d 
Perſons employ'd to inſtruct them in the 
proper Seafons for gathering Leaves, and 
feeding the Worms, and rewarding them 
bountifully for their Pains, thoſe People 
might be brought to be very profitable Sub- 
jects to this Nation. The Spaniards, not- 
withſtanding their Pride, have found Con- 
deſcention enough to inſtruct the Indians 
under their Juriſdiftion, to make them very 
ſerviceable in carrying on and improving 
the Manufactures of Indigo, Cocheneal, 
and ſeveral others, to the great Advantage 
of New Spain; and the Frencb, in their 
| Settlements 
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Settlements about the River St. Lawrence, 
the great Lakes, and even to the Miſſiſi ppi, 
take a great deal of Pains to inſtruct them 
in every Thing they think may contribute 
towards enriching their Mother Country, 
They go with them on their long Travels 
in their Hunting-Seaſonsz and now they 
have got Cape Breton, I am informed, make 
thoſe Indians inhabiting that Part of the 
Continent, very uſeful to them in their 
Fiſheries. If the Spaniards and French can 
draw thoſe People to be ſo ſerviceable to 
them, I do not lee it is impoſſible, if Kind- 
neſs, Juſtice, and good Nature was ſhewed 
them, but they may be brought to be very 
ſerviceable to us alſo, , 


As I have already obſerved, China pro- 
duces the greateſt Quantity of Silk, Perſia 
a very great deal, as well as Turkey and 
Italy: It may be here noted, that very few 
Places are agreeable to the Silk Worm, and 
no Part of the World better than in our 
Colonies; no Silk clearer, more gloſſy, of 
a better Body, nor fitter to anſwer the Uſe 
of fine Thrown Silk we have from Jtaly, 
than the ſmall Quantity of Silk that has 
been imported from thence. 


Ir is generally obſerved, that all thoſe 


Countries that produce the beſt Silk, * 
er 
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der upon the Sea, and lie pretty near the 
ſame Latitude; our Plantations, the Pro- 
vince of Gilon and Nanking, and Chekiam in 
China, all border upon the Sea, and are 


pretty near the ſame Latitude, Thoſe Pla- 
ces in Turkey that produce Silk, border up- 
on the Sea, and Taly and Sicily are in a 
manner environ'd by the Sea; and the 
Provinces of Granada, Murcia, and Valen- 
cia in Spain, the Places that produce the 
beſt Silk, as well as Languedoc and Provence 
in France, all lie upon the Sea; Canton in 
China, and Bengal in India, lie ten Degrees 
more to the Southward, the Air of which 
Countries being hotter, is ſuppoſed to be 


the Reaſon why the Silk is of a baſer 
Sort. 0 


As the great Advantages that ariſe to 
Portugal and Spain, as well as to us 1n our 
Sygar and Tobacco Plantations, is by the 
cheap Labour of Negroes or Slaves, the 
lame Cheapneſs of Labour might be ot 
moſt prodigious Advantage to us, if em- 
ployed in our Colonies, in producing and 
making of Silk; and when that is over, 


may turn their Hands to raiſing and dreſ- 


ling of Hemp and Flax, the Charge being 
little more than their Cloathing from Eyg- 
land; for the Earth there produces Provi- 
ſions in Abundance. 
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Wx are told by Gentlemen of good In- 
telligence, the whole Charge of making a 
Pound of Silk in China does not ſtand in 
above Five Shillings, and almoſt any Per- 
fon, Man, Woman, or Child, may work 
at.it; and a Man or Woman, with a Child 
to aſſiſt in directing the Thread of the 
Silk, may, with a proper Machine, reel 
from the Cocone or Silk-bag, one Pound in 
a Day. 


WHERE they have Land for little or 
nothing, and Labour performed as above, 
it 1s not reaſonable to ſuppoſe that Silk can 
ſtand in ſo much. Now a Manufacture of 
this Kind might be brought, in a little 
Time, to ſo great a Degree of Perfection, 
and ſuch Quantities raiſed, that I ſhould 
think the Labour of Slaves employed in 
this Work, would produce above twice as 
much as thoſe that are employed in plant- 
ing either Sugar or Tobacco ; and as this 
Nation very much inclines to the Wearing 
Silk Garments in Imitation of the French, 
to the great Diſcouragement of our Woollen 
Manufacture, the Manufacture of Silk from 
our Plantations would not only enable us to 
ſupply ourſelves, but to be capable of ex- 
porting very great Quantities of Silk fully 


manufactured. 
- CHAP. XXXI. 
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C HAP. XXXI. 


Plantations one great Cauſe of en- 
riching this Nation. 


T is plain, that the Maritime King- 

doms and States of Europe have en- 
creaſed in Riches and Power in Proportion 
to the right Regulations of their Trade, 
the Improvement of Manufacturies, the 
Increaſe of their Shipping, and the Extent 
of their Navigation, which, I think, is 
clearly demonſtrated by the Practice of ſe- 
veral Princes and States treated on in this 
Diſcourſe. 


Ir was not the Fortune of Eugland to 
be conſiderable in Trade and Navigation 
till the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, who, 
by the vigorous Application of her Mini- 
ſtry, found Methods of removing the 
Woollen Manufacture from Flanders, and 
eſtabliſhed it here, which has made a mighty 
Progreſs, and ſpread itſelf all over this 
Kingdom; they found out Methods of en- 
larging Foreign Trade, ſent Ambaſſadours 
to India, Perſia, Turkey, Muſcovy, &c. 
where they found Markets for our Woollen 
Manufactures, and other Products of this 
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Kingdom. But that which exceeded them 
all, was the finding out our Plaxtations by 
Sir Walter Rawleigh and others, which Diſ- 
coveries were improved by thoſe worthy 
Patriots in her Succeſſor's Time, who com- 
pleated many Settlements both in the Sugar 
and Tobacco Plantations, which were indeed 
the Cauſe of the Encreaſe of our Shipping 
and Navigation; and the Promoters were 
ſenſible of the great Advantages ſucceeding 
Ages would receive, provided the ſame Ap- 
plication was uſed : But the preſent Age 1s 
ſo far unacquainted with the Cauſe of the 
Encreaſe of our Riches, that they rather 
interrupt than encourage it; and inſtead of 
enlarging, lay hold of ſome ſmall trifling 
Things, which they think may touch their 
private Intereſt, rather than promote the 
general Good ; and if they think any Com- 
modity from the Plantations interferes with 
ſomething we have at Home, ſome haſty 
Step is taken to prevent it; ſo that for 
the Sake of ſaving a Penny, we often debar 
ourſelves of Things of a thouſand Times 
the Value, 


Tr1s Misfortune will happen to any 
Trading Nation, if the Perſons who have 
the Regulation of the Commerce, do not 
underſtand it well enough to diſtinguiſh 
nicely between thoſe Channels by which 1 

Riches 
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Riches flow in upon them, and thoſe that 
carry them away; and therefore when 
Things are carried into a wrong Channel 
by ſome of the Planters, Merchants are 
atraid to mention thoſe Diſorders tor fear 
the Remedy ſhould prove worſe than the 
Diſeaſe. The Gentlemen that would judge 
of thoſe Things, ought to inform them- 
ſelves what this Nation was 150 Years ago; 
how we have increaſed in Riches ſince that 
Time; what Price Corn, Cattle, and Land 
bore then, and what now; and what con- 
curring Circumſtances have put us in ſo 
flouriſhing a Condition, who were then ſo 
inconſiderable in, Trade, that even London, 
the Metropolis of this Kingdom, made but 
a ſmall Figue to what Bruges, Aniwerp, and 
other Hans Towns did, as well as the great 
Cities in the Mediterranean. 


Ir we examine into the Circumſtances of 
the Inhabitants of our Plantations, and our 
own, it will appear that not one fourth 
Part of their Product redounds to their own 
Profit; for out of all that comes here, they 
only carry back Cloathing, and other Ac- 
 commodations for their Families, all which 
is of the Manufacture and Merchandize of 
this Kingdom. 
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any Thing to ſpare, it is laid up 
here, and their Children are ſent Home to 
be educated, If there 1s enough to ſup- 
port the Family, they come here, and only 
an Overſeer is left upon the Plantation to 
direct, and the whole Produce is remitted 
Home; and if enough to purchaſe an E- 
itate, then it is laid out in Old England : 
All thoſe Advantages we receive by 
the Plantations, beſides the Mortgages on 
the Planters Eftates, and the high Intereſt 
they pay us, which is very conſiderable ; 
and therefore very great Care ought to be 
taken in regulating all Affairs of the Co- 
Jonies, that the Planters be not put under 
too many Difficulties, but encouraged to 
go on cheartully ; they are born with us, 


or the Deſcendants of ſuch, and we know 


nothing but the Want of the Means to live 
at Home, keeps them Abroad. There are 
very few Trading or Manufacturing Towns 
in the Kingdom, but have ſome Depen- 
dance on the Plantation Trade. 


NEW-ENGLAND and the Northern 
Colonies have not Commodities and Pro- 
ducts enough to ſend us in Returns for 
purchaſing their neceſſary Cloathing, c. 
but are under very great Difficulties, and 
therefore any ordinary Sort ſells with them 4 

an 
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and when they are grown out of Faſhion 
with us, they are new faſhioned enough 
there; and therefore thoſe Places are the 
great Markets we have to diſpoſe of ſuch 
Goods, which are generally ſent at the 
Riſque of the Shop-keepers and Traders of 
England, who are the great Exporters, and 
not the Inhabitants of the Colonies, as 
ſome have imagined. As the Colonies are a 
Market for thoſe Sorts of Goods, ſo they 
are a Receptacle for young Merchants who 
have not Stocks of their own; and therefore 
all our Plantations are filled with ſuch who 
receive the Conſignments of their Friends 
from hence; and when they have got a ſut- 
ficient Stock to trade with, they generally 
return Home, and other young Men take 
their Places; ſo that the continual Motion 
and Intercourfe our People have into the 
_ Colonies, may be compared to Bees of a 
Hive, which go out empty, but come 
back again loaded, by which means the 
Foundation of many Families is laid, The 
Numbers of Sailors and other Tradeſmen, who 
have all their Dependance upon this Trat- 
fick, are prodigiouſly great. Our Factors, 
who frequent the Northern Colonies, being. 
under Difficulties to make Returns for ſuch. 
Goods as they diſpoſe of, what Gold, Sil- 
ver, Logwood, and other Commodities they 
trade for upon the Spaniſh Coaſt, is ſent 
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Home to England ; as alſo Oyl, Whale- 
Fins, and many other Goods. Like- 
wile another great Part of Returns 1s made 
by Ships built there, and diſpoſed of in 
the Htreigbis, and other Parts of Europe, 
and the Money remitted to us. Now all 
thoſe Ships are called New- England Ships, 
and our Factors, after they undertake any 
Buſineſs, are no longer called Engli/bmen, 
but New Englanders, and the Ships they 
build, we are informed, are regiſtred as 
New England Ships. I ſhall therefore 
humbly recommend it to ſuch Gentlemen 
as are the Guardians of the Trade of the 
Nation, that our own Intereſt is not miſ- 
taken for that of the Planters; for every 
Reſtraint and Difficulty put upon our Trade 
with them, makes them have Recourſe to 
their own Products which they manu— 
facture; a Thing of great Conſequence to 
us, and ought to be guarded againſt: For 
if they are ſupplied with their own Ma- 
nufactures, one great Part of the Advan- 
tages we ſhould otherwiſe receive, is cut 
off; and therefore, as it is elſewhere ob- 
ſerved, if Care is taken to find them Em- 
ployment, and turn their Induſtry another 
Way, now in their Infancy, it may be 
done with a very little Trouble; and it is 
to be hoped, the Regulations propoſed in 
this Diſcourſe would entirely effect it. 
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There is another Advantage we receive by 
our Plantations, which is hardly ſo much 
as thought on ; I mean the prodigious In- 
creaſe of our Shipping, by the Timber 
Trade between Portugal, &c. and our Plan- 
tations, which ought to have all poſſible 
Encouragemrnt ; for by it we have crept 
into all the Corners of Europe, and become 
the common Carriers in the Mediterranean, 
as well as between the Mediterranean, 
Holland, Hambro', and the Ballick; and this 
is the Cauſe of ſo great an Addition to our 
Shipping, and the Reaſon why the Dutch, 
&c. are ſo exceedingly ſunk. Bur if ever 
a Stop ſhould be put to the Building of 
Ships in New England, &c. and carrying 
our Timber from thence, we would ſoon 
ſink in our. Navigation, and that of the 
Dutch flouriſh in its former Height and 
Grandeur. The Numbers of Eugliſb Ships 
we ſo often read of, that are at Lisbon or 
the Streights, is a ſufficient Demonſtration 
of the Truth of this. Doubtleſs a great 
many of thoſe Ships are loaden upon Ac- 
count of the Dutch; for nothing is more 
common than their hiring our Ships (which 
diſcharge their Loading in the Streights) 
to tranſport their Goods from Spain, &c. to 
Amſterdam, and other Places, 
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Wx have a great many young Men who 
are bred to the Sea, and have Friends to 
ſupport them; if they cannot get Em- 
ployment at home, they go to New Eng- 
land, and the Northern Colonies, with a 
Cargo of Goods, which they there {ell at 
a very great Profit, and with the Produce 
build a Ship, and purchaſe a Loading of 
Lumber, and fail for Portugal or the 
Streights, &c. and after diſpoſing of their 
Cargoes there, frequently ply from Port to 
Port in the Mediterranean, till they have 
cleared ſo much Money as will in a good 
Part pay for the firſt Coſt of the Cargo 
carried out by them, and then perhaps ſell 
their Ships, come home, take up another 
Cargo from their Employers, and ſo go 
back and build another Ship; by this Means 
Multitudes of Seamen are brought up, 
and upon a War the Nation better provi- 
ded with a greater Number of Sailors than 
hath been heretofore known. Here the 
Maſter becomes Merchant alſo, and many 
of them gain by chis Lumber Trade great 
Eſtates, and a vaſt Treaſure is thereby 
yearly brought into the Kingdom, in a 
Way new and unknown to our Fore-Fa- 
thers; for indeed it is gaining the Tim-" 
ber-Trade, (heretofore carried on by the 
Danes and Swedes) our Plantations being 
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nearer the Markets of Portugal and Spain 
than they are. Thoſe Advantages have 
made ſome People think, that tho' we 
eſteem New England and the Nortbern Co- 
lonies of ſmall Advantage to us; yet if 
Things were truly ſtated, they are as pro- 
fitable as moſt other of our Plantations. 
Some of our Ship-Builders think the De- 
cay of their Trade proceeds from the Num- 
ber of Ships built in the Plantations ; but I 
mult confeſs I differ widely from them; 
for we have been informed, that in the 
War begun in 1688-9, we loſt more Ships 
in one Year, than we did from the laſt 
War with the Dutch to that Time, and 
that three Fourths of the Ships belonging 
to Briſtol, and ſome other Ports, were either 
taken or deſtroyed by the French. This 
gave Occaſion for all the Ship-Carpenters 
in the Kingdom, that could be ſpared from 
building the Royal Navy, to be employed 
in building new Ships in the Places of 
thoſe taken by the French, and upon Con- 
cluſion of the Peace with France, there 
were ſo many Ships built during the Time 
of the War, that were a full Supply for 
all the Trade that was then carried on ; 
and theretore it is ſuppoſed one Fourth of 
the Builders may be ſufficient to ſupply all 
that we now want. It cannot be ſaid 
that any of our Men of War are built 
che 
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the Plantations, or Ships for the Eaſt-India, 
Turkey, or the South-Sea Trades, or very 
few Plantation- built Ships turned into Col- 
liers (the moſt bulky Part of our Naviga- 
tion;) and I believe the greateſt Part of 
our Ships for the Barbadoes, Jamaica, and 
Virginia Trades, are built here. 


Wx know there are ſome Plantation- 
built Ships uſed in the New England, New- 
foundland, and the Plantation Trades, and 
between the Plantations and the Streigbis in 
the Lumber Trade, as before obſerved, 
who come home in their circular Voyages, 
and are here refitted ; which is ſo far from 
being a Prejudice to our Ship- Builders, that 
it is looked upon to be one of the beſt 
Articles in their Trade; for it is generally 
thought the Profits they get by mending 
old Ships, 1s as great to them as the Build- 
ing new ones, Oak Timber being ſo very 
dear, that thoſe Ships which were built be- 
fore the War, at Three Pounds per Ton, 
now coſt Six Pounds per Ton, or better, 
If we were to give that Price for Ships to 
carry on our preſent Navigation, ours 
would ſoon fink between the Plantations 
and the Mediterranean, Holland, &c. and 
if we ſhould fall into a new War, it would 
be difficuit to find Oak to build the Royal 
Navy ; and therefore, as a prudent Na- 


tion, 


6 


tion, great Care ſhould be taken to keep 
up a ſufficient Stock of our own Oak ready 
to repair our Walls of Defence. 
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C HAP. XXXII. 


ACTS of Aſſembly to be tranſmit- 
ted to the King and Council, and 


approved of before they ſhall be of 
Force in the Plantations. 


S I have made ſome general Obſer- 

vations upon our Plantation Trade, 
and ſhewn how the ſame may be enlarged, 
I would, with great Submiſſion, take the 
Liberty to make a few Remarks upon the 
Methods now uſed in making of Laws in 
the Plantations, which frequently create 
Miſunderſtandings between the Governor 
and People. 


GovERNORS commonly go over with 
the View of increaſing their Fortunes ; and 
this muſt ariſe from the People; and as 
they provide for their Governors, the lar- 
ger the Proviſion is, ſo are alſo their De- 
mands for ſome Advantages for themſelves, 

and 
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and commonly require the making ſome 
Laws that are greatly to the Prejudice of 
this Kingdom, many of which being tem- 
porary, and laſt put for two or three 
Years, ſerve the Purpoſes they were in- 
tended for; and when the Occaſion is 
over, the Laws ceaſe before we are ac- 
quainted with the Miſchief done by them, 


OrunER Laws are made, which they 
exerciſe as long as they can; and if re- 
pealed here, the ſame -Inconveniences are 
enacted under another Name, and in an- 
other Dreſs, yet altogether as prejudicial 
to the Welfare of this Kingdom, as thoſe 
that have been repealed : But if the Go- 
vernor has only a View to diſcharge his 
Truſt, and will not grant what they ask, 
the People are filled with Reſentment ; 
and in ſuch Caſes, there are never wanting 
buſy forward Men, that ſtrive to be Dic- 
tators and Leaders of the reſt, who blow 
up the Coals, and make the Diſtance as 
wide as they can, and who ſtudy all the 
Methods they can think of, to delay and 
obſtruct as much as in them lies, all the 
Advantages he might receive by his Sta- 
tion; and thereupon great Quarrels and 
Controverſies enſue, and Repreſentations 
both from the Governors and People ſent 
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home, which give the Miniſtry here unſpeak- 
able Trouble. 


Anp whereas Laws which are made in 
the Colonies, tho' never ſo inconvenient, 
do ſubſift till they are ſent home and 
diſapproved of; yet this is very often 
delayed, to the great Prejudice of this King- 
dom. 


IT is therefore propoſed, for remedying 
thoſe Inconveniences, that no Law ſhall 
paſs in the Plantations, until a Copy there- 
of be er as” by the Governor and Af- 
ſembly of each Province, and ſent over 
here to be examined and approved by the 
King and Council, as the Laws from Ire- 
land now are; ſaving only, that if the 
Laws now in Force do not enable them, 


upon any ſudden Invaſion from the Indians, 


&c. to raiſe Men and Money for their own 
Security and Defence, they ſhall be em- 
power'd, upon ſuch Emergencies, to raife 
what Supplies they ſhall ſee neceſſary. 


CHAP, XXXIII. 
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CHAP. XXXIIL 


Concerning Free-Ports in general, and 
in particular, the Advantage it 
would be to this Nation to endow 
Port- Mahon and Gibraltar with that 
Privilege. 


: A this is a Kingdom abounding with 
Manufactures, and many Products 
within ourſelves, and alſo poſſeſſed of 
Fiſheries and Plantations Abroad, which 
afford Commodities extreamly well adapted 
for the Portugal and Mediterranean Mar- 
kets, I am humbly of Opinion, that if Gi 
braltar and Port- Mahon were made Free 
Ports, this Kingdom would reap very great 
Advantages from them. For then Ships 
with Fiſh, or any other Merchandize that 
will not readily fell in any Port of Portugal. 
or Ports of Spain, might be lodg'd at one 
of the. ſaid Places, inſtead of being forced 
now to go as far as Leghorn to unload, be- 
cauſe of the high Duties in Portugal and 
Spain; for when Cargoes are landed at 
Leghorn, it often happens that great Part 
is carried out again to other Places for a 
Market; and making thoſe Places Free 
Ports, would ſoon remove good Part 1 
the 
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the Trade from Legborn, (the only Free 
Port of Note in the Mediterranean) thi- 
ther, 


Wuar I mean by Free Ports, is not 
only the Liberty of importing and export- 
ing Goods free from Duty, but that the 
Civil Government ſhould be adminiſtered 
by a Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgeſles, 
or Civil Magiſtrates under thoſe . or other 
Denominations, before whom all Civil At- 
fairs ſhould be tryed, reſpecting Property, 
independently upon the Governor or other 
Officers for ſupporting Military Power, 
who ſhould no way intermeddle in Civil 
Affairs; for it hath been an old Obſerva- 
tion, That Trade was never known to flou- 
Triſh under a Military Power; and there- 
fore even in the Frontier great Cities and 
Towns of France, where Military Diſci- 
pline hath been practiſed with as much 
Rigour as in any Place, we have always un- 
derſtood, in thoſe Places where any Trade 
was carried on, the Right of the Merchant 
was always tryed in a Civil Way ; and in 
moſt ſuch Places a Court of Merchants is 
eſtabliſhed, which is alſo cuſtomary in the 
great Cities and Towns upon the Frontiers 
of Holland, &c. which Subject is very hand- 
ſomely treated on by Sir 7e/iah Child, in 
his Treatiſe upon Trade. i 

HE 
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TAE Differences reſpecting Trade and 
Merchandize are ſcarcely ever better ended, 
than by a Reference among Merchants, 
which have been alſo approved and re- 
commended by the Courts of Meſtminſter- 
Hall; and frequently of late Vears, even 
ſeveral Caſes have been referred to the De- 
termination of the three firſt Men upon 
the Jury. And if Controverſies ſhould 
happen in either of the aforefaid Places, 
Ten or Twelve of the Aldermen or Bur- 
geſſes ſhould be appointed for that Ser- 
vice, and any Three of them at one Time 
to be upon the Bench of Juſtice, ſhould 
have Power to determine all Matters of 
Difference. 


Ir Fuſtice ſhould come to be fo. eaſily 
adminiſtred, and Property ſo well ſecured, 
it would undoubtedly draw great Numbers 
of People to ſettle there; but more eſpe- 
cially, if a general Liberty of Conſcience 
was granted, there would be Flocks of 
People ſoon collected out of thoſe who 
now dwell under the Terrors of the Inqui- 
ſition, and other Perſecutions; neither could 
Places ſo well ſituated want Trade, or Men 


of great Fortunes to carry it on, when once 
well eſtabliſhed, 


AND 
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Any thus, if thoſe Places ſhould riſe 
to be conſiderable, as undoubtedly they 
would by the Encouragement of ſuch Pri- 
vileges, they might, by laying Exciles, 
and other eaſy Duties, as alſo by Anchor- 
age, and the like ſmall Port Charges, be 
capable of raiſing a conſiderable Revenue, 
which might in Time be ſufficient to ſup- 
port the Garriſons, and to ſpare ; of which 
we ſee an Inſtance in the flouriſhing Port 
of Leghorn, Nor can happier Situations 
be found for ſuch Purpoſes, Gibraltar lying 
in the very Mouth of the Streigbts, and 
within Sight of all Ships that fail to, or 
return from the Mediterranean Sea; and 
the Merchants may have quick Advice 
what Demands there are for any Commo- 
dities in the Trading Cities of Portugal 
and Spain; and Port-Mabon lies fo conve- 
niently, and fo near the Coaſt of Spain and 
Eaſt France, that even the Fiſhing-Boats 
from Toulon and Marſeilles, down to Bar- 
celona, Alicant, and Carthagena, may come 
and trade with them. They have alſo the 
Convenience of a long Tract on the Coaſt 
of Barbary, Italy, &c. 


As much as I am for making Gibraltar 
and Port- Mahon Free Ports, I cannot yet 
be of their Opinion, who are for ry 
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all the Ports of England made free, all 
our Cuſtom-houſes demoliſhed, and all the 
Products and Manufactures of the World 
brought in free of all Duty, that we may 
ſend them out again as free to other Coun- 
tries, alledging that this is the Practice of 
Holland, the Hans-Towns, Hambourg, Leg- 
born, &c. and that it is by this Means they 
have work'd themſelves into ſo vaſt and 
extenſive a Trade in furniſhing other People 
wich foreign Commodities; but theſe No- 
tions are entirely wrong: For as to the 
Dutch, they lay Duties on their Importa- 
tions as well as we, and have Cuſtom- 
-houſes and regular Officers for the Collec- 
tion of them. It is true however, that 
theſe Duties are ſmall, and the Nature of 
their Trade abſolutely requires it; for as 
they have the Maeze, the Rhine, and the Mo- 
ſelle, and divers other great Rivers, to fend 
up their Merchandize for a vaſt Extent all 
over Germany, the Profit of their People, 
and the Support of their Trade, depends 
chiefly on the Vent of their Importations 
in thoſe inland Parts of the Continent ; 
and they know very well, that if they 
ſhould load them with Duties, other Tra- 
ding Places would underſell them, and 
ruin their Traffick that Way. But as to 
what 1s ſpent in their own Country, they 
are not wanting to impoſe Duties, perhaps 
as 
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as high, and in ſome, higher than ours: 
Nor is our Management in this Affair dit- 
ferent from that of the Dutch, as to the 
Matter, but only in the Manner; for 
where we lay high Cuſtoms on Importa- 


tion, *tis only on ſuch Commodities as are 


not of Neceſlity, but rather tend to Lux- 
ury, that ſuch of the Subjects as can afford 
to ſpend them, may by this Way of Tax- 
ing contribute to the Support of the Go- 
vernment ; but for thoſe which we have a 
Vent for in foreign Markets, ſuch a Draw- 
back of the Duty is allow'd, as will re- 
duce our Cuſtoms on them to be no higher 
perhaps than thoſe of the Dutch. As to 
Hambourg and the Hans Towns, they act 
upon the very ſame Principles as the Dutch : 
But the Trade of Leghorn is ſomewhat 
upon a different Foot, not being carried 
on ſo much by the Subjects of the Grand 
Duke, as by the Merchants of divers Na- 
tions who correſpond there; ſo that this 
Port is as it were a great Warehouſe, where 
Merchants may .lay up their Goods at a 


ſmall Charge, to be ready for Tranſporta- 


tion up and down the Mediterranean, as 
Markets may demand. And ſuch as this 
is, I am humbly of the Opinion, we might 
eſtabliſh at Gibraltar and Port-Mabon. 
But to think it would be an Advantage for 
any Trading Nation to admit all — 
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of foreign Commodities to be imported free 
from all Duties, is an unaccountable No- 
tion; and ſtill much leſs ſuitable to the Cir- 
cumſtances of our Iſland, than to the Con- 
tinent : For we have no inland Countries 
beyond us, (as they have). with whom we 
can carry on Trade by Land : But what 
is of the utmoſt Conſequence to us, 1s, that 
by laying high Duties, we are always able 
to check the Vanity of our People in their 
extream Fondneſs of wearing exotick Ma- 
nufactures: For if it were not for this Re- 
ſtraint, as our Neighbours give much leſs 
Wages to their Workmen than we do, and 
conſequently can ſell cheaper, the Jtalians, 
the French, and the Dutch, would have 
continued to pour upon us their Silks, Pa- 
per, Hats, Druggets, Stufts, Ratteens, 
and even Spaniſ Wooll Cloaths : For they 
have the Wooll of that Country as cheap 
as we, and are. become Maſters of that 
Buſineſs by the great Encouragement they 
have given to able Workmen from other 
Countries to ſettle with them, and there- 
by have prevented the Growth of thoſe 
Manufactures amongſt us, and ſo might 
have reduced us to the low Eſtate we were 
in before their Eſtabliſhment ; and there- 
fore it will ever be a Maxim ſtrictly to be 
obſerved by all prudent Governments, who 
are capable of Manufactures within them- 

ſelves, 


6167) 


ſelves, to lay ſuch Duties on the Foreign, 
as may favour their own, and diſcourage 
the Importation of any of the like Sorts 
from Abroad. By this Means the French 
have in our Time nurſed up a Woollen 
Manufactury, and brought it to fuch Per- 
fection, as to furniſh themſelves with all 
ſuch Woollen Goods as they formerly bought 
of us, to a very great Value, and are even 


become Competitors with us in Foreign 
Markets. 


WuriLE England is in Poſſeſſion of Gi- 
braltar, the Trade of the Mediterranean will 
be open to all the Nations of Europe; but 
if it ſhould fall into the Hands of Spain, 
it is to be feared, by the ſmall Regard 
they pay to Treaties of late, and the Uſe 
they now ſee they could make of it, the 
next Thing would be to incommode us 
in our Trade and Navigation into the 
Mediterranean; for as it is Part of the 
Continent of Spain, they could at any 
Time ſuccour it with Men and Provi- 
fions, and with the Aſſiſtance of ſix or 
eight light Frigates might ſtop up the 
Mouth of the S2reights, ſo that no Ship 
could go in or out without their Permiſ- 
fion, unleſs convoyed by a Fleet of Ships 
of War, the Expence of which, no Trade 
could bear; for from the Signal-houſe at 

Gibraltar 
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Gibraltar they can deſcry Ships either in 
the Mediterranean or Ocean, eight or ten 
Leagues; and the ſame Winds that carry 
thoſe Ships into or out of the Mediterra- 
nean, may alſo carry thoſe Frigates out 
of the Bay of Gibraltar to intercept all 
Ships in their Paſſage ; and as Gibraltar 
was never a Place of great Trade, it can- 
not injure the Commerce of Spain for not 
having it in their Hands ; for they have 
the Cities of Cadiz and Seville cloſe by it 
without the Streigbis, and Malaga, Carta- 
gena, Alicant, and a great many other Tra- 
ding Towns all along the Coaſt within 
the Streights Mouth; there muſt be ſome 
other Motive that cauſes the Spaniards to 
inſiſt on thoſe Places; and if we ſhould 
ever be perſuaded to part with them, I am 
afraid, when too late, we ſhall ſee the true 
Reaſon is, that they may, with the ſtronger 
Expectation, demand ſomething greater of 
us; but I hope we ſhall never part with 
thoſe Places, without ſeriouſly weighing the 
Conſequences. 


ENGLAND, above all other Places, 
ought to be uſed well by Spain, becauſe we 
take more of their Products than all the 
reſt of Europe does beſide ; and even upon 
the Account of Trade, if a ſtrit Search 
was to be made in the Balance, it would 

| be 
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be found Spain is as much obliged to us, 
as we are to them, for taking of thoſe ex- 
traordinary Quantities of their Oyl, Wine, 
Fruit, and other Productions, 


Ir Gibraltar had been deliver'd to us, 
or by free Conſent put into our Hands, 
it is no more than ſome of the mightieſt 
Princes of the World have done to other 
Trading Nations ; for the Portugueſe do 
to this Day enjoy, in the Empire of China, 
the Town and Caſtle of Mocao, in the very 
Entrance of the River of Canton, as a Se- 
curity to the European Nations that trade 
thither; they enjoy the City of Goa, on 
the Coaſt of Malabar, and had Garriſons 
for the Security of their Trade in ſeveral 
Parts of India, ſome of which they were 
diſpoſſeſſed of by the Dutch and Engliſh. The 
Engliſh Eaſt India Company at this Day enjoy 
Fort St. George and Fort St. David's, on 
the Coaſt of Cormandel, Fort Wilkam in 
the Bay of Bengal, in the Mouth of the 
Ganges 3 Bombay, not far from Suralte, the 
greateſt Mart of India ; as well as many 
other Forts and Places, which are allowed 
as Pledges for the Security of their Trade. 
The Dutch have the famous Cities of Ba. 
tavia and Bantam, and above thirty other 
Factories in India. The Spaniards them- 
ſelves allowed the Dutch Fort Lillo, on the 

H Moutn 
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Mouth of the S:held, for and during the 
Time they poſſeſſed it, even to their quit- 
ting Flanders, which entirely interrupted 
the Trade of Antwerp, and the Navigation 
of the Scheld; and yet that Conceſſion was 
always obſerved, and never made any 
Difference in the Trade and Commerce 
between the 'two Nations. It muſt be 
allowed that Place was of Conſequence to 
Hpain, and the Trade of Flanders did in 
great Meaſure fall into the Hands of the 
Dutob; but, as before obſerved, Gibraltar 
was never a Place of great Trade, nor can 
it injure the Commerce of Spain to make 
good their Treaty, and confirm the Ceſſion 
thereof, as a Security to our Trade and Na- 
vigation. 


Ir is ſurprizing that Spain ſhould keep 
their Treaties with all other Nations, al- 
low the Emperor Flanders, Milan, Naples, 
and Sicily; allow the French that Part of 
Hiſpanicla, which they took Poſſeſſion of 
11 Time of Peace, and yet ſhould chuſe 
o quarrel with their greateſt Benefactors 
jor a Thing that is worth nothing to 
chem; but as to us who are ſo deeply 
concerned in Navigation, a Protection to 
our Mediterranean Trade, which it is to be 
ſuppoſed the Enxgliſo Nation will never part 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 


CONSIDERATIONS upon 
the General Balance. 


T is a Matter of great Difficulty to know 
the true Balance of Trade ; ſome ex- 
pect the Cuſtom-houſe Accounts will ſet us 
to Rights, but there may be a great many 
Falacies in thoſe Accounts; a great many 
Goods exported may be over-rated, and 
a great many imported under-rated : Be- 
fides, it is poſſible to run-in vaſt Quantities 
of Goods that we can have no Account 
of; and ſome Merchants have entred double 
the Quantity of Woollens they intend to 


ſhip of, to diſcourage others from ſending 
to the ſame Market. 


O a former Computation made by 
the Inſpector- General of the Cuſtoms, the 
Importation of Holland's Linnen for the 
Year 1703, viz. Hollands, Damasks, Di- 
apers, Borelaps, Sc. amounted to 213701 /. 
and upon peruſing ſome Papers, I had a 
Mind to examine the Entry of all Hol- 
lands, Cambricks, and Flanders Lace, en- 
tered in the Year 1723 3 and J found Hol- 

N land's 
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land's Linnen valued at 1489717. tho? 
at the ſame Time it was ſuppoſed, that 
above Five hundred thouſand People, Men, 
Women, and Children, wore Hollands for 
Shifting, beſide great Quantities uſed for 
Sheeting and Tabling. Reckoning the 
Shirting but at Thirty Shillings per Head, 
that no more than Five hundred thou- 
ſand People wore Holland, it would 
amount to Seven hundred and fifty thou- 
ſand Pounds; and doubtleſs the Sheeting 
and Tabling would amount to One hun- 
dred thouſand Pounds more. And the 
Cambricks entered from Holland and Flan- 
ders that Year amounted to Twenty four 
thouſand five hundred ſixty ſeven Pounds, 
tho? it is become the general Wear of the 
Kingdom, and almoſt every Footman hath 
got a Cambrick Neckcloth or Ruffles ; 
and Women of all conſiderable Families, 
whether the Ladies themſelves, or their 
Servants, all uſe it for Head-Dreſſes and 
Ruffles. The whole Conſumption is thought 
ta ſtand the Notion in above Two hun- 
dred thouſand Pounds yearly. 


IN the ſame Account, the Article of 
Flanders Lace is valued at Five thouſand 
eight hundred and thirteen Pounds ; where- 
as we know one Suit of Head-cloths fre- 
quently coſts One hundred Pounds, _w_ 

ene 
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the Tire of one Bride hath frequently come 
to Three or four hundred Pounds, and 
great Numbers of Nobility, Ladies of the 
Firſt Rank, even to the Merchants Wives 
and Daughters, vye with one another who 
ſhall appear in the richeſt Lace. There's 
no coming to a Certainty, but very good 
Judges think this Article muſt coſt the 
Nation above Three hundred thouſand 
Pounds yearly. 


I give only theſe Inſtances, to ſhew how 
uncertain it is to depend upon our Ciſtom- 
bouſe Accounts; for beſides the foremen- 
tioned Articles, we have very great Quan- 
tities of Muſlin, Coffee, Tea, Spice, and 
almoſt all other Sorts of Goods run in 
upon us from Holland, Flanders, France, 
&c. So that to take the right Way of 
judging of the Increaſe or Decreaſe of the 
Riches of the Nation by the Trade we 
drive with Foreigners, 1s to examine whe- 
ther we receive Money from them, or ſend 
them ours; for if we export more Goods 
than we receive, 1t 1s molt certain we ſhall 
have a Balance brought to us in Gold and 
Silver, and the Mint will be at Work to 
coin that Gold and Silver: But if we im- 
port more than we export, or ſpend our 
Money in Foreign Countries, then it is 
as certain the Balance muſt be paid by 
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Gold and Silver ſent them to diſcharge that 
Debt. | 


I have beſtowed ſome Time in examin- 
ing what Silver and Gold was ſhip'd out in 


the Year 1723 3 and it appears we ſhip'd in 
that Year to Holland, 


In Silver 


1810703 Ounces. 


In Gold — 255753 Ounces. 


To India, In Silver 2143086 Ounces, 


In Bullion or E 
3 Silver 5 119120 Ounces, 


Poss1BLY there may be ſome entred 
out for Holland, and not ſhip'd, as is fre- 
quently done in other Goods; and there 
may be ſome ſhip'd to India, and not en- 
tred : But certain it is, both Pieces of 
Eight and Bullion are bought and ſhip'd 
off, ſome of which coſt 5 s. 4 d. ſome 
5 5. 5 d. and ſome more per Ounce z and 
I believe none ſo low as Standard or 35. 
2 d, for thirty Years paſt ; and I preſumc 
it has not at any Time ſold for more than 
55. 2 d. in Holland: So that I think I may 
lately conclude, that upon an Average 

we 
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we pay or looſe 4 per Cent. upon al] the 
Silver ſhip'd to Holland, and we muſt 


ſuppoſe Gold bears ſome Proportion to 
the Silver. 


THERE 1s no Notice taken of Silver 
or Gold ſhip'd off to Norway or Sweden, 
or the Baltick, nor the Bullion ſent from 
hence to Holland, which we may ſuppole 
is generally of our coin'd Money melted 
down, What is carried goes away ſe— 
cretly, leſt, by being made publick, ic 


ſhould lead into an Enquiry whence the. 


Bullion came: What the Quantity ſhip'd 
off beſide may be, is impoſſible to guels ; 
however, what appears amounts to above 
Two Millions Sterling in that Year, and 
it is improbable any Sum like this can be 
brought into this Kingdom from all the 
Nations we trade with, Woe have no 
Bullion coming to us in Gold and Silver, 
unleſs it be from Portugal and Spain; and 
what we have had of late by our Seuth- 
Sea Trade, and from Jamaica, and the 
reſt of our Plantations ; and therefore I am 
afraid that large Quantities of our Coin, 
now goes away. to pay for our Lux- 
ury. 


expect it will be ask'd, what Reaſon. 


there is for ſending ſo much Money to Hol- 
H 4 land, 
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land, it being generally allow'd they take 
much more of our Goods and Merchandize, 
than we do of theirs, 


Ir the Inſpector-General's Account be 
right, we have a greater Balance of Trade 
upon the Dutch, than we have upon Portu- 
gal and Spain both put together; and if we 
had no other Nation to pay Money to, 
who are indebted to the Dutch, we ſhould, 
notwithſtanding the Smuggling Trade, re- 
ceive a Balance from thence ; but as we 
take furprizing Quantities of Timber, Iron, 
Flax, Hemp, Linnen, Silk, fine Cam- 
bricks, Flanders Lace, fine high priced 
Wines, Velvets, Brocades, and a vaſt Num- 
ber of other Things: This Bullion is ſent 
to Holland to pay for them, and the Dutch 
manage their Trade with all thoſe Coun- 
tries with ſo much Prudence, that they 
are generally in their Debt. And to make 
this more clear, I ſhall propoſe a State of 
the Trade between England and thoſe Coun- 
tries from whence we have thoſe vaſt 

uantities of Goods, for which we are 
forced to pay the Balance they have upon 
us in ready Money ; I therefore ſuppoſe 
the ſundry Kingdoms and States under- 
mentioned, have Balances annually paid them 
by us, 
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| Upon the War between Sweden and 
Denmark, a great many of their bulky 
Ships being deſtroy*d, the Importation: of 
their Commodities was .chiefly in Britiſh 
Shipping ; but that War being over, and. 
they having again begun to build great 
Numbers of ſuch Veſſels, the Freight of 
their Goods is like to fall again into: their 
own Hands, and then we may expect the 
Balance coming to them will be greater up- 
on us than now it is. | 


TRE ſeveral Sums ſuppoſed to be paid, 
are only ſet down to give the Reader, in 
a ſhort View, ſome Idea of the general 
Trade we drive, and the great Sums thoſe 
Nations draw. from us, but not for him 
ro depend on as certain Balances ; there 
may be more due to ſome Countries; to 
other Countries there may be leſs, or the 
General Balance may be more, or it, may 
be leſs ; nor do think it is poſſible, by 
the Cuſtom-houſe Accounts, or any other 
Calculations, to come to a Certainty. z. but 
by former Calculations the Sums. fet down 
here were ſuppoſed to be -near the Ba- 
lances thoſe Countries had upon us; and 
we have Reaſon to believe they are not leſs. 
now. | 
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I deſire others, who have more Time 


to ſpare, will examine into it; and if they 
have Reaſon to believe thoſe foreign Na- 
tions draw ſuch large Sums from us, 
how ſerviceable it would be to put thoſe 
Obſervations into the cleareſt View poſ- 
ſible: For my own Part, I do not pre- 
tend to have the Capacity to repreſent Mat- 


ters of this Nature ſo perfectly as ſome _ 


Gentlemen can, which makes me deſirous 


to incite them to employ their Thoughts 
upon ſo neceſſary a Work. 


Wr will ſuppoſe the Ba- L. 
lance of Trade we pay Nor- e 
day for Timber, Fc. over 130,000 
_s above what they take | 

trom us, to be — Fe 


Tre Balance to _ 


for Iron, Timber, &c. — £40,008 
TE Balance to Ruſſia for 

Hemp, Flax, Linnen, Hides, 

Tallow, Pot-aſh, Timber, 4 RE 

Iron, Se. — — 


TE 
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Tux Balance to the Em- 
ror's Hereditary Countries 
of Fileſia, &c. for Broad and 
Narrow Garlix, Lawns, 
Dowlas, as well as all other - oo, ooo 
Sorts of Linnen, whether 
from Pruſſia, or Swilzerland, 
and all other Commodities 
from Hambro', Bremen, &c. 


for their Lace and Linnen, 


2 50,000 
Threads, Sc. 9 


— — — 


Tux Balance to Line 


— 
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Tur Balance for Cam- 
bricks and Cambrick Lawns 
from St. Quintin, Cambray, 
Valenciennes; and to Bour- 
deaux tor Claret z to Cham- 
paignand Burgundy for Wine; 
to Paris for Silk and Silver 
Brocades, Velvets, Sc. and 

great Quantities of other | 
Goods run in upon us. — } 


— — 
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TE Balance for Thrown ; 
Silk from Piedmont, &c. — 00,000 


To 
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To theſe I will add the) 
Money ſpent by young No- 
blemen and Gentlemen, up- 
on their Travels into France, > 
Italy, Germany, &c. and the 
Remittances that are made 


to the Diſaffected who are 
gone Abroad. 


100,000 


*% 


Tur Intereſt paid Fo- | 
reigners for Money in our 200,000 


Funds, — 3 


2 


Txt Money ſpent upon 
Foreign Embaſſies, &c, — c 


As it is ſuppoſed we have the above 
Balances to pay, it may be queried what 
Places we trade with, from whence we are 
ſupplied with Effects to anfwer thoſe De- 
mands 3 it is apprehended much the great- 
eſt Part 1s raiſed out of our own Planta- 
tions, and from Ireland, there being vaſt 
Sums due from the latter to the Noble- 
men and Gentlemen of this Kingdom, who 
have Eſtates there, which is remitted to 
us for the Proviſions they ſend to Spain, 
Portugal, France, Flanders, Holland, &c. 
We may add the Profits of the Eaſt- 
India Trade upon the vaſt Quantities of 
Goods that are fold for Re. exportation; 


che 


9 
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the Profits of the African Trade, by the 
large Sums of Money we receive for Ne- 
groes ſold to the Spaniſh JYeft- Indies, &c. 
beſides what they ſell to our Plantations, 
and Gold Duſt brought Home, the Ba- 
lance” we receive from Portugal; and we 
may mention the Balance from Spain, tho? 
I am afraid that is not ſo conſiderable as 
ſome imagine. Now if the Treaſure drawn 
from our Plantations, and from Ireland ; 

and the Profits of the aforefaid Trades do 
not diſcharge the above Balances, the 
Reſt muſt be paid in Gold and Silver from 
hence. 


N. B. We have not taken any Notice in 
the above Catalogue of thoſe Nations, 
which we think take as many of our 
Manufaftures as we do of theirs ; nei- 
ther do we think it neceſſary to give our 
Thoughts what we think thoſe Balances 
may be, which we have upon our Plan- 
tations, Ireland, Sc. 


Wx will ſuppoſe that Thomas Land is 
the general Trader for the whole Nation 
of England to all thoſe Countries that have 
thoſe great Balances upon us: He orders 
his Correſpondents in Norway, Sweden, 
Ruſſia, Sileſia, Hambro“, Bremen, Bruges, 
St, Quintin, Cambray, Valenciennes, Bour- 

deaux, 
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deaux, Paris, and Piedmont, to draw their 
ſeveral Balances upon his Correſpondent 
Andrew Holdfaft in Amſterdam, to whom 
he writes, that he has given Orders to 
draw upon him for the forementioned Ba- 
lances reſpectively due to thoſe ſeveral 
Countries. Thomas London goes upon the 
Exchange, employs his Broker to take up 
Bills, in order to pay the ſaid Balances : 
He agrees with {/7rae! Mendez, and others, 
for the whole Sum; and, as Occaſion of- 
fers, delivers his Money to them, and 
takes their Bills, which he ſends to Am- 
ſterdam to diſcharge the Bills drawn as 
aforeſaid. VVael Mendez, and others, make 
it their Buſineſs to buy up Pieces of Eight, 
Moidores, and other Gold and Bullion, and 
export to Holland to anſwer their Draughts : 
This is a ſufficient Reaſon why we export 
ſo much Bullion to Holland. | 


I ſhall now propoſe ſome Articles of 
Trade and Improvements of Manufactures 
at Home, which, I am firmly perſuaded, 
if well regulated and carried on with Spi- 
rit and Reſolution, might be made many 
Hundred thouſand Pounds yearly more 
profitable to the Nation than now they 
are, I ſhall begin the Catalogue of thoſe 
Regulations, «by propoſing, | 


THE 
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Tur encouraging and?) 

making fine Lace, Velvets, 2. 
Silver and Gold Stuffs, and Fi; 
valuing ourſelves as much | Fl 
upon appearing in Manufac- < ö 
tures of our own, as the late — 380,000 
French King and his Cour- | 

tiers did upon wearing their 

Woollens, and other Manu- 

factures of France. — 
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TE wearing fine Muſlins 
and other fine Manufactures 
of India, inſtead of wearing 200,000 


French Cambricks, and Cam- 
brick Lawns. 
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PROHIBITING the wear-\) 
ing of printed Hollands, and 
printed German Linnen, and 3 
confining that Trade to the ;»  _ 100,000 
wearing of Engliſh, Scotch, | 
and Jriſ Linnen, — — 


EN couRAGING the ſow- 
ing of Hemp and Flax in 
our Plantations, and ſupply- 
ing ourſelves with Part of > 300,000 

what we uſe from 1 from | 


inſtead of having all from 
Ruſſia, — — — —, 
| IMm- 
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ImpoRTING Raw Silk? 
from China, and throwing it 7 
with Water-Engines here, in- ö 
ſtead of Piedmont Silk, the 
Cheapneſs of which would 
enable us to ſupply Foreign] 
Markets as cheap as any 
other Country of Europe. — 


VE 


100,000 


FaRrTHER Improvements 
upon fine Raw Silk to be 
made in Carolina, Penſilva- > 200, oco 
nia, &c. to anſwer the Uſe 
of Piedmont Silk. — — 


ENcouRAGING the ma- 
king of Pig- Iron in = | 
Plantations, and making it 
into Bar-Iron, by additional 7 100,000 
Forges to be erected here, | 5 
inſtead of having the Whole 

from Sweden, &c. — —; 


Dis pOoSs IN of Bar- Iron, 
which may be made in 9 
Colonies, to Portugal, 1taly, . A 
Coalt of Africa, and all — 3 W 
Parts of the Mediterrancan, | 
as well as Turkey and India.“ 


Maxinc 


(s 


MAkIN OC of Pot-aſh in 
the Plantations inſtead of 
having it from Ruſſia. — 


EN cou RACING our own" 
Navigation, by building 
large bulky Ships, ſuch as 
are uſed by the Danes and 
Swedes, and importing Part 7 
of our Timber from New- 
England, Nova Scotia, and 
Newfoundland, ——— J 


—_— 


100,000 


REGULATING our Trade) 
from the Plantations, by 
ſtregthening the Act of Na- 
vigation, in obliging all! 
Ships that come to Portugal, 
the Streigbis, &c, to come 
to England, and lay out x 400, ooo 
their Money here, and by | 
that ſhort Navigation to 
the Streigbis, carry our Plan- 
tation Commodities as cheap 
as the French do theirs by 
their new Regulations. — 


THE 
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Taz making of Cochin-) L. 
eal, raiſing of Indigo, en 
couraging the Planting of 
Cocoa Trees, and many > 100,000 
other Improvements in Ca- 


rolina, as well as the Sugar 
Hands. — — 3 


SUPPLYING the North of) 
England, Scotland and Ireland, 
with Plenty of Hemp and Flax 
from our Plantations, would 
give Employment to a Mil- 
lion of People ſuppoſed to f 1 
be now out of Work, allow- 
ing each earned one Penny | 
a Day, and accounting 300 


Working-Days in the Tear.) 


IT is worth while to read over the Ht- 
ſtory of thoſe Times wherein our Planta- 
tions were ſettled, to ſee the Spirit, Reſo- 
lution, and indefatigable Endeavours of 
our Anceſtors. And we are highly obliged 
to a noble Duke, who has lately revived 
their Example; to whom (tho' he had not 
the deſired Succeſs in his generous Under- 
taking of ſettling St. Lucia) this Nation 
will remain Debtors for his publick ſpirited 

Deſign. ; 


UroN 
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Uro the firſt Settlement of our Colo- 4 
nies, great Sums of Money were iſſued i 
out of this Kingdom for clearing the Land, "i 
erecting Sugar-Works, and purchaſing Ne- 
groes to ſupply them, as well as the To- | 
bacco Plantations ; and therefore when our 
firft Planters ſettled there, they in general 
mortgaged their Plantations to borrow 
wr 0 for which they paid a large In- i 
tereſt, 


Ir we were then capable of raiſing Mo- 
ney for carrying on thoſe Deſigns, could 
we now be routed: up into a State of In- 
duſtry, how much more eaſily might it be 
done by the Money that is daily paid out 
of the Funds ; and 'how much better would 
it be for the-Kingdom to improve the Mo- 
ney to ſuch uſefu] Advantages, than to 
have it remain a Charge upon our Eſtates. 


Some of the induſtrious Planters then 
cleared off their Mortgages in a little Time, 
not but that ſome of them lived ſo high, 
that they have ſuffer*'d Part of the Mort- 
gage to remain upon their Eſtates to this 
Day: But this happens only to ill Oeco- 
nomiſts; for I was credibly informed by a 
Gentleman from Jamaica, with whom I 
had ſome Diſcourſe upon the Subject, that 

a 
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a young Man of his Acquaintance bought 
a Piece of Ground, clear'd it of the 
Wood, and borrowed Ten thouſand Pounds 
to pay for the Land, purchaſe Negroes, 
and erect the Works; and yet by his In- 
duſtry, in ten Years Time, he paid of the 
ſaid Ten thouſand Pounds, and had the 
Plantation clear to himſelf. This ſhews the 


Improvements that might be made where 
Induſtry is uſed. 


SoME will have the Number of Ne- 
groes employed in our Plantations to be 
One hundred and ninety, or Two hundred 
thouſand ; but becauſe I defire all my Cal- 
culations may rather be within, than ex- 
ceed the common Computation, I will ſup- 
oe them to be about One hundred and 

fry thouſand, and the Produce ſent Home 
from thence of all Sorts for our own Con- 
ſumption, as well as what was re exported, 
together with the Profit of our Shipping 
employed therein, to be about 1,500,000 l. 
a Year ; and that Part that was re-export- 
ed (or carried to foreign Markets) might, 
before the Lncreafe of the Home-Conſump- 
tion of our Sugar, and the Decay of the 
Re-exportation, amount to near Half that 
Sum. Now all this great Increaſe of our 
Treaſure proceeds chiefly from the La- 
bour of Negroes in the Plantations ; e 
there 
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there is no Manner of Doubt to be made, 
it the ſame Spirit was raiſed in our Inha- 
bitants to add to our Riches, as was in 
thoſe Perſons who firſt ſettled them, they 

would find, that by the Labour of the like 
Number of Negroes employed upon raiſing 
Silk, Iron, Hemp, Flax, Pot-aſh, and other 
Improvements here mentioned, turn to 
greater Account than ever the Sygar and 
Tobacco Plantations have yet afforded. 


Ax the Conſideration of having ſuch 
a Number of People dependant upon us 
for all their Cloathing, ought to be eſteem- 
ed as an additional Treaſure, provided we 
put them upon Employments which wall 
raiſe Money to pay for what they want ; 
for we are not to | conſider. them as Va- 
grants and neceſſitous Perſons, but as Per- 
ſons, who, if properly encouraged, cannot 
avoid getting Eſtates; and therefore ſup- 
plying them with Cloathing ſuitable to 
their Inclinations, (for it is obſervable that 
they muſt be all fine Abroad) will be forty 
Times the Profit of Cloathing them at 
Home with Leather Doublets, Breeches or 
Rags: And as great Numbers of People 
ſubſiſt upon the Intereſt of their Money 
in the Funds, as it comes to be paid off, 
there will be an Opportunity of employing 
it to an unſpeakable Advantage, and the 

Lenders 
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Lenders of ſuch Money may be as well 
ſecured, and have as large Intereſt for their 
Money as the former Planters paid. 


Tak Reaſon why the Dutch have ſo 
vaſt a Trade to Norway, Sweden, Ruſſia, 
the Baltick, &c. is becauſe the Trade of 
thoſe Countries is not conſiderable enough 
to load a Ship with any one Commodity 
from the Place of Growth; but they are 
forced to make up their Cargoes in Hol- 
land, as our Country. Shop-keepers do at 
London, of a great many - Particulars, by 
which Means the Dutch have a moſt pro- 
digious Trade for Grocery, Wine, Brandy, 
Fruit, Oyl, and Eaſt-India Goods, as well 
as Engliſh Manufactures, all over the Bal- 
tick, Poland, Germany, &c. We may gueſs 
at the Largeneſs of their Trade by the 
ſurprizing Quantities of Eaſt-India Goods 
they diſpoſe of; for tho* their Importation 
from India is ſaid to exceed ours, yet all 
they bring Home is not ſufficient to an- 
ſwer their Sales, but frequently they buy 
near Half the Goods that are ſold at our 
Faſt-India Sales; and if it will be allowed 

they ſupply thoſe Countries where they 
trade, with what they want, in Proportion 
to the Eaſt- India Goods they import of their 
own, and buy of us, their Trade muſt be 
immenſely great, | 

| As 
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As Holland is a Magazine or Collection 
of all the Products and Manufactures of 
the World, which they diſperſe over all 
Europe, the Merchants and Shop-keepers 
are every where their Debtors, and Money 
is brought them from almoſt all Coun- 
tries. This Over-balance of Trade makes 
them the Centre of Exchange to all Eu- 
rope; and we need not admire at it, if we 
conſider that this is the Path beat out by 
their Forefathers, that one Generation ſuc- 
ceeds another ; and conſtant Additions are 
made in enlarging their Acquaintance, 
opening new Channels of Trade, and in 
bartering Commodity againſt Commodity; 
in which, 1t 1s ſaid, the Dutch exceed all 
other Nations: And it is - reaſonable it 
ſhould be ſo, conſidering the Length of 
Time they have been in the Practice, their 
Eſtates being almoſt all engaged in Trade: 
For they have not Lands and Rents ſuf- 
ficient to live upon, as we have in England ; 
and what they have 1s not very deſirable, 
ſince the keeping up their Dykes and Sea- 
Walls, and 6ther Taxes, run away with 
the greateſt Part of their Income. When 
our Merchants and Tradeſmen have got 
plentiful Eſtates, they turn Country Gen- 
tlemen 3 but in Holland they are obliged 


0 
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to go on in Trade, or ſpend out of the 
Capital, 7 


IT is wonderful how a Country ſo ſitu- 
ated as Holland is, ſo ſmall a Compaſs of 
Land, no Products of their own to ex- 
port, environed as it were with great Ci- 
ties, which are their Competitors in Trade, 
| ſhould ſteer ſo exactly in all their Com- 
merce, and preſerve ſuch an Intereſt with 
all the World, that they receive the Com- 
modities of other Countries, and paſs them 
thro? their own, and do it with ſo much 
Judgment and Application, that they keep 


the Diſpoſal of the greateſt Part of the 


Products of Portugal, Spain, and the 
Streights, which are carried to the Ballick, 
to themſelves, and ſupply Bremen, Hambro, 


Lubeck, Dantzick, and other Places there- 


with, 


THEIR Study being to bring every 
Thing the cheapeſt Way to Market, they 
hire ſuch Ships of ours as carry Lumber, 
and other Goods from our Plantations to 
the aforeſaid Places ; which being bound 
Home, take Half the Freight they can 
ſend their own Ships out for, which makes 
ours the common Carriers; for if they did 


not hire them, the Hamburghers, &c. would, 


and run away with their Trade, 


Tur 


F mw. Pe” Toru 


en =»y = A, ASS 2 tk os 


( 193 ) 


Tux like is done by great Part of our 
Woollen Manufactures, and many other 
Eugliſo Commodities, which are bought 
up for Holland, and diſpoſed of all over 


Europe by them, among their Correſpon- 
dents, 


NoTwiTHSTANDING the Hollanders 
have all thoſe Difficulties to ſtruggle with, 
they can keep ſuch a Correſpondency in 
Trade, that they have a Balance due to 
them almoſt every where. Is it not then 
ſurprizing, that we who have a Country 
and Plantations abounding with Proviſions 
of all Sorts, Tin, Lead, Copper, Coals, 
Woollen Manufactures, Sugar, Tobacco, 
Sc. enough for our own Conſumption, and 
large Quantities for Re-exportation, ſhould 
not be able with them to pay for what we 
want from Abroad ; inſtead of which, we 
ſend our Money to Foreign Nations, and 
by employing their Poor inſtead of our 
own, enable them to thruſt. us out of our 
Foreign Trade, and by their impoſing high 
Duties upon our Manufactures, ſo clog the 
Exportation of them, that it amounts to a 
Prohibition, 


—_— —_— 
Y 


CONCLUSION. 


\ OON after the Declaration of King 
William's War with France, the paying 

our Army in Flanders occaſioned great Re- 
mittances; and to anſwer thoſe Demands, 
Bullion was ſent from hence, which in a 
great Meaſure put a Stop to our Coin- 
age ; and in as much as Foreign Commo- 
dities drew away a great Treaſure yearly, 
the Government took that Aﬀair into 


. Conſideration, in order to put a Stop 


thereto, and more particularly to thoſe of 
France. But that we might not want a 
Supply of what was neceſſary, Care was 
taken to have divers Manufactures eſtab- 
liſhed at Home, ſuch as thoſe of Alamodes 
and Luſtrings, Hats, Glaſs, Paper, as alſo 
of Copper and Braſs, with other the like 
Improvements. But upon the Death of 
King Charles the Second of Spain, and the 

French 
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French King having placed his Grandſon 
upon that Throne, he ſoon introduced 
the Wearing of French Manufactures into 
that Kingdom, which before uſed to be 
ſupply'd from England, and turn'd the 
Trade fo much againſt us, that whereas 
before the War we uſed to receive a con- 
ſiderable Balance from Spain in Specie, the 
Merchandize and Products we then took 
from them, according to the Opinion of the 
moſt judicious Spam/ Merchants, amount- 
ed to more than all our Woollens exported 
thither. 


SEVERAL Gentlemen conſulted how 
thoſe Inconveniences might be remedied; 
many Calculations were made, and alſo 
the Cuſtom-houſe Accounts inſpected, di- 
vers of thoſe Papers were in my Hands, 
which, upon the Treaty of Commerce 
with France, gave ſome Inlight into the 
Trade between us and them, and the Da- 
mage we ſhould ſuſtain if that Commerce 
ſhould be laid open as formerly; and 
after ſettling the Treaty of Utrecht, and 
the Acceſſion of King George to theſe 
Realms, our Trade and Navigation met 
with further Embarraſſments from the Czar 
of Muſcovy and the King of Sweden, which 
engaged thoſe Gentlemen in further Con- 
ſultations how to en thoſe Difficul- 

2 8 ties. 
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ties. They had formed a Deſign to pre- 
vent our being ſupplied with Naval Stores 
from their Dominions otherwiſe than at 
their own Prices, and in their own Ship- 
ping. This put the Lords of Trade and 
Plantations upon Enquiry, whether it was 
poſſible to have thoſe Naval Stores from 
our Colomes ; and accordingly in the Year 
1716, they ſent for fundry Perſons to 
conſult what Methods might be taken to 


raiſe and produce them there. Among 


the Reſt, I was alſo required to give my 
Thoughts thereupon ; and after I had given 
them the beſt Information I was then ca- 
pable of, they ordered me to commit what 
J had ſaid to Writing, and to lay it be- 
fore them. I had ſeveral Copies written 


out; ſome I gave to Virginia and New- 


England Merchants, and deſired they 
would carefully inſpe&t every Particular. 

They were ſo kind as to aſſiſt me; and 
I did by their Approbation lay it before 


their Lordſhips. The Subject of that 


Memorial was to ſet forth, how Pitch 
and Tar might be regulated, and further 
improved; that we might be ſupplied with 
Iron from thence 3 the great Advantage it 
would be to have Timber provided ready 
for a Loading, and large Ships built, 
ſuch as are uſed by the Danes and Swedes 
for importing it hither ; that N 

rom 
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from our Plantations with ſuch Timber 
might be perform'd in as ſhort a Time 
as from Petersbourg or the Bothnick Gulph, 
to England, and conſequently a very large 
Sum of Money ſaved to the Nation, 
which we now pay to the Ballick for thoſe 
Commodities, After delivering the faid 
Memorial, I was frequently required to 
give my Thoughts concerning Naval 
Stores, and ſundry other Things; the An- 
ſwers to which are contained in the fore- 
going Chapters: Wherein is ſet forth, 
That the Hemp and Flax we have from 
Ruſſia comes five or fix. hundred Miles by 
Land, and ſome of it a thouſand Miles 
by Water Carriage, before it is ſhipp'd 
for England ; whereas our American Colo- 
nies, for a vaſt Extent, communicate with: 
the Sea by a great Number of navigable 
Rivers, from whence we may be ſupplied 
with Hemp and Flax, and other Naval 
Stores to anſwer all our Occaſions, pro- 
vided a ſufficient Bounty was given to en- 
courage the producing and importing ſuch. 
Commodities from thence. An extraor- 
dinary Board met, where. the Secretary of 
State, and other great Men, were preſent ; 
the Conſideration of raiſing Naval Stores 
in the Plantations was laid before them, 
and the Propoſal was approved of, and a 
Bill carried into the Houſe, wherein it 

13 was 
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was hoped a Bounty would be given upon 
Hemp, Flax, and Pig-Iron, the laſt being 
an Undertaking of great Expence ; bur 
tho* it ſo nearly affected the Welfare and 
Proſperity of the Nation, very few Gen- 
tlemen ſeem'd to have any Notion of the 
Difficulty we were under for Naval Stores, 
nor of the great Advantage of being in- 
dependent of all Foreign Powers for thoſe 
Commodities, nor apprehenſive of the 
Difference of purchaſing every Thing 
we wanted with our ready Money from 
Foreigners, and raiſing them in our own 
Plantations, nor of the Advantages of rai- 
ſing Materials for employing and ſetting 
to Work more than a Million of vagrant 
indolent Wretches, whoſe Time is ſpent 
in corrupting the induſtrious, or roving 
about the Kingdom, or begging from 
Door to Door ; therefore thoſe Perſons 
who ſolicited the the promoting ſo pub- 
lick a Benefit were diſcouraged. - But the 
great Application of the French in con- 
triving every Thing for the Benefit of 
that Kingdom; and particularly the Re- 
gulations ſet forth in the Edict of the 27th 
January 1726, gave ſeveral Gentlemen 
Hopes that the Circumſtances of our Trade 
would alſo been examined into. I am 
perſuaded, if Gentlemen would enter into 
the Conſideration of the W 
chat 
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that would accrue to this Kingdom by 
fupplying ourſelves with Naval 9 in 
our Plantations, and providing other Ma- 
terials for eriploying our Poor, they would 
not flip io fair an Opportunity as they now 
have, to engage the People in it. 


Sour Iron Works have been erected at 
a vaſt Expence, the Undertakers depend- 
ing upon ſome Encouragement from the 
Government ; > bur nothing being done, 
there ſeems at preſent to be a Stop put to 
any farther Proceedings. There is very 
little Progreſs made in any of the other 
Commodities; but ſundry Perſons have 
been writ to in ſeveral Colonies, to en- 
quire into the Probability of producing 
thoſe of Silk, Hemp, and Flax. In- 
ſtructions have alſo been ſent for makin 
of Raw Silk to divers of the Colonies, 
and Anſwers have been returned; which 
ſer forth the vaſt Quantity there 1s of white 
Mulberry Trees for feeding Silk-Worms in 
Carolina, Virgina, Maryland, and Penſil- 
vania ; and Samples of Silk, much of the 
fame Nature with that we have from Pied- 
mont. If we could ſucceed in the raiſing 
of this valuable Commodity, there would 
be this extraordinary Convenience in it, 
that the fame Hands which manage this, 
way alſo be employed in the Cultivation 
I 4 | of 
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of Hemp and Flax, the Silk-Seaſon being 
only at that Time of the Year when the 


others are growing; ſo that the one would 


not interfere with the other. Nothing 1s 
more evident, than that Improvements of 


this Kind will be a great Means of turn- 


ing the Balance of Trade in our Favour, 3 
and indeed it ſeems to be a Work that 
_ ought to be undertaken before any other, 
and very worthy the . Conſideration of the 
Parliament, which would ſave our foreign 
Expence, and greatly contribute to the 
Encreaſe of the Wealth of the Nation: 
But nothing of this kind can be expected 
from the Merchant, who only purſues his 
own Buſineſs, and raiſes an Eſtate by thoſe 
Things which the Government permits the 
Subject to trade in; he may get a great 
deal of Riches by importing Foreign Com- 
modities for Luxury and Exceſs, when at 
the ſame Time the Nation is conſuming 
its Subſtance, and running into Poverty. 
Almoſt all the Princes of Europe have 
made this ſo much their Care, for many 
Years paſt, that I muſt confeſs I have ad- 
mired it has not awaken'd us. The Em- 


peror, and ſundry Princes of Germany, 


Ruſſia, Sweden, Denmark, Savoy, and above 
all France, have ſet forth ſo many Edicts 
or Decrees for regulating their Commerce, 


that if they were collected, and ſome able 
Perſon 


1 
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Perſon was employed to abſtract thoſe 
Things that affect our Manufactures and 
Commerce, it would be of excellent Uſe 


to ſuch as are appointed to negociate our 
Affairs Abroad, 


Trex Care and Thought the French Mi- 
niſters have employed for promoting their 
own Manufacturies, and turning every Ar- 


ticle of their Commerce to the National 
Advantage, is ſo very remarkable, that I 


do not ſee how they could have taken 


more juſt Methods, if they had been bred 


Merchants, and their Hearts wholly ſet 
upon regulating their Commerce; whereas 
with us it hath been rare to find any 


who would allow themſelves the Time to 
think properly on thoſe Subjects, inſomuch 


that when many Things have been pro- 
poſed, which would tend to the Advan- 
rage of our Commerce, they have - been 
laid aſide as Things not worthy of No- 
tice, We might indeed take Example 
from the French in many of their Regula- 
tions: I have ſeen an Arret of the French 
King's Council of State, for permitting 
Cunder certain Reſtrictions) the Exporta- 


tion of the Product of the French Iſlands 
directly to the Ports of Spain. I thought. 


neceſſary to tranſcribe it, and the rather, 
I 5 | ſince 
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ſince the ſame Propoſal has been neglected 


here. 


« THE King being willing to encourage 
% more and more the Commerce of the French 
% Iſlands in America, has cauſed to be laid 
« before him in Council, the Arret of the 
« 20th of June 1698, and the Leiters Pa- 
« tent of the Month of April 1717, made 
« for regulating the Commerce of the French 
«© Colonies; and his Majeſty having judg'd 
« that it would tend to the Advantage of 
* the ſaid Colonies to permit the carrying 
«© of Sugars, and all other Goods of the 
% Product of the French Iſands, directly to 
„ the Ports of Spain; the Report of M. Do- 
« dun, Counſelior in Ordinary of the Royal 
% Council, Comptroller-General of the Fi- 
«© nances, being beard, his Majeſty in Coun- 
* ci has permitted, and permits the French 
Merchants to fend direfily from the French 
% Jſlands in America, to the Ports of Spain, 
« Sugars of all Sorts, except however raw, 
©*< or Muſcovado Sugars; as alſo all other 
*66 Goods of the Product of the ſaid French 
% Iſlands in America; en 7 for ibis 
% Purpoſe from the Second and Twenty- 


% fixth Articles of the Letters Patent of tbo 
« Month of April 1717, in Favour of the, 
„Merchants of this Kingdom only; this pre- 
« /ent Permiſſion being not io be extended 

hs to 


( 203 ) 
| % to, or enjoyed by the Inhabitants of the- 
& French Hands and Colonies, His Ma- 
« jeſty's Will is, that the French Ships 
& which ſhall carry Goods directly from the 
« Tflands to Spain, all be obliged to come 
& back into the Ports of France, from 
&« whence they ſet out, on the Penalties ſpe- 
& cified in the ſecond Article of the Letters 
&« Patent of 1717. I is likewiſe bis Ma- 
« eſty's Will, that the French Merchants, 
« Tho ſhall be concerned in this Commerce, 
« Hall be obliged to produce, at the Re- 
« turn of the Ships to France, an Account of 
& the Goods they took in at the Jſlands, cer- 
tified by the principal Officers of the 
« Farms; and alſo an Account of the Goods 
« landed in Spain, certified by the French 
& Conſul; on the Verification of which Ac- 
« counts ſo certified, the Duties of the Do- 
« main of the Weſt ſhall be acquitted, Done 
« in the King*s Council of State, his Majeſty 
« preſent, at Marly, the 27th of January 
6 2720, 
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Tu Miniſters of that Nation have 
had the Improvement of their Commerce 
ſo much at Heart, that they have even 
ſent skilful and able Men into the princi- 
pal Trading Countries, to inſpect their 
Management, and pry into the Secrets of 
their Trade, one of which (Monſ. 1 

las 
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| 
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has writ a Treatiſe, entituled, 4 View of 
ihe Dutch Trade; wherein he makes this 
remarkable Obſervation, ** That he wrote 


more willingly upon that Subject of Com- 


« merce, becauſe (laid he) there is nothing, 
© in my Judgment, ſeems to be fo little un- 
« derſtood in France, eſpecially by Perſons 
„ of publick Employments and high Poſts, 
c either in the Courts of Fudicature, Ca- 
« binet, or Treaſury, However, it is cer- 
% tain (ſaid he) Commerce is of jo great 
« Importance, that I make no Difficulty to 
* aver, that according to the Conduct of the 
c ſeveral States of Europe, there are very 
« few Things in Government that deſerve 
„% more Altention than this Article of Com- 
*© merce : And to be convinced of the Truth 
« of this, we have nothing elſe to do, but 
« to conſider the Difference there is between 
«© thoſe Countries where trade flouriſhes, and 
«© thoſe Countries which have none: If we 
« will remember that England and Holland, 
« which by reaſon of their Situation make ſo 


great a Figure in the Affairs of Europe, 


« regulate their principal Intereſt always 
« with an Eye to their Commerce.“ But 
if that Gentleman had lived to our Time, 
he would have ſeen much more Reaſon to 
have applauded the Skill and Conduct of 


their own Council of State and Chamber 
of Commerce, than to have equalled us 


with 
I» 


- the Prohibition of French Wines ſoon made 


„ 
with the Dutch in the Regulation of our 
Trade. 


BETORE the Beginning of King Wil- 
liam's War, our great Conſumption of 
Wines were thoſe of France; and the 
higheſt that we annually imported from 
thence, did not exceed Eighteen or Twenty 
Pounds per Ton ; but Florence Wine being 
the deareſt and ſcarceſt, was generally ac- 
counted the higheſt Entertainment; but 


them ſcarce, and conſequently they became 
the moſt faſhionable, and he the fineſt Gen- 
tleman that gave the higheſt Price for 
his Claret. The Gentlemen about Bour- 
deaux that could keep their Wine, ſoon 
found out our Foible ; and inſtead of ſell- 
ing their beſt Wines at the Prices they did 
before the War, got them up to 80 J. per 
Ton, or more; and ſome particular Im- 
porters choſe rather to keep up thoſe 
high Prices, than to have them cheaper. 
I mentioned to one of thoſe Importers the 
great Folly I thought it was to raiſe the 
Price upon ourſelves. He reply*d, The 
greater Prices they gave Abroad, the 
greater Profit they could get by it. Gen- 
tlemen would not think it good, unleſs it 
coſt them Five or Six Shillings a Flask. 
However, I believe this Evil might be 

remedied 
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remedied, and thoſe very Wines bought 
abundantly cheaper; for no other Nation 
pretends to give the one Half of what we 
now give. , 


Sven Extravagancies have often ap- 
peared in this Kingdom, and the Govern- 
ment have taken Care to reſtrain them; 
I do not here only point at the dear- 
bought Wines, but alſo the Wearing of 
gaudy Silks, ſuperfine Cambricks, high 
priced Laces, Velvet Cloathing, and other 
Foreign Manufactures, which is now be- 
come a Faſhion not only among the Ladies, 
but even among our Gentlemen. 


In Edward the Third's Time, Laws 
were made againſt wearing Foreign Manu- 
nufactures, and Queen Elizabeth was ſo 
apprehenſive of the ill Conſequences of 
wearing out-landiſh Silks, Sc. and the 
Danger there was of the Nobility and 
Gentry ſquandring away their Eſtates, 
that ſhe began the Reform herſelf, an 
order'd all her Court to follow her Ex- 
ample. | 


TE Care that Lewis the Fourteenth 
took to engage all his Subjects to wear the 
Manufactures of their own Country, is alfo 
worthy of Imitation; and when the Court 

appeared 
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appeared in the ut: it Splendor, every 
Thing muſt be oi be Manufacture of 
France, or fall under his Diſpleaſure; 
upon which I have made ſome Obſerva- 
tons, 


In the Reign of his late Majeſty, ſome 
Steps were taken towards the better re- 
gulating our Trade; the Time for draw- 
ing back the Duty on ſundry Goods was 
lengthened, the Want of which before, 
occaſioned the ſending over ſeveral of 
the Products of our Plantations to Holland, 
to lie- by for a Market; and inſtead of 
their ſending for our Goods, they had 
the Advantage of long Ware-houſe Rent, 
and Commiſſions paid them for what lay 
there. 


Tu Duty on Timber from our Plan— 
tations was taken off, which has been a 
very great Advantage to our Navigation; 
for when our Ships go to Virginia, or the 
other Colonies, if they cannot meet with a 


fall Loading, they now fill up their Ships 
with Pipe-Staves, Boards, and Timber of 
ſeveral Kinds ; by which Means they often 
make quicker Voyages; whereas before they 
ſometimes lay in the Country fix, eight, or 
ten Months, whilſt the Worms were eating 
out their Bottoms, 


REecv- 
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REOCVULATIONS were made in the Book 
of Rates, and all Commodities were rated, 
which was no {ſmall Encouragement to the 
fair Trader, But there remains much more 
to be done to bring the Balance of Trade 
more in our Favour, ſuch as the giving 
Encouragement for building large bulky 
Ships, in Imitation of the Danes and 
Swedes ;, as allo for providing and laying 
Loads of Timber ready in proper Places, 
that Ships may be loaded in a few Days ; 
and this will promote the bringing of 
Timber from New England, Nova Scotia, 
and Newfoundland ; encouraging the ma- 
king of of Pig Iron, the railing of Hemp, 
and. Flax, making of Pot-aſh in the Co- 
lonies, the raiſing of Silk in Carolina, Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, and Penſilvania, ſupport- 
ing and enlarging our Sugar Plantations ; 
and, as much as poſlible, to encreaſe our 
Exportations, not only to Holland, am- 
Bourg, and the Baltick, but to open new 
Channels of Trade for all. our Plantation 
Commodities into Portugal, Spain, and the 
Mediterranean, by the ſame Methods che 
French are going upon. | 


We ſhould likewiſe encourage the Plant- 
ing of Tea, Coffee, Cocoa Nuts, Indigo, 
Cochineal, and many other Things in ſuch 

of 
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of our Plantations as may be capable of 
producing them. And I doubt not if 
thoſe were once begun, other Perſons would 
make large Improvements in carrying 
them on. So that if the Government 
would purſue thoſe Methods with Reſo- 


lution, and the Exceſs and Luxury we are 


running into, were in ſome Meaſure re- 
ſtrained, I am of the Opinion, that what 
we might ſpare out of the exceſſive Quan- 
tities of Goods we have from Abroad, 
and ſave by raiſing Naval Stores in the 
Colonies, (for which we now pay our 
ready Money to the Baltick, &c. provi- 
ding Materials for carrying on the Silk and 
Linnen Manufacturies for employing our 


Poor at home) would exceed two Millions 


a Lear. 


As private Perſons are always cautious 


of adventuring their Fortunes in new At- 
tempts, without ſome Aſſurance of the 
Countenance and Aſſiſtance of the Publick, 
we are not to expect that ſuch Under- 
takings will be carried on to Effect, till 
we take the ſame Methods which we ſee 
practiſed by the French, who give all Man- 
ner of Encouragement and diſtinguiſhing 
Favours to all ſuch as attempt new Im- 


provements in their Plantations, aſſigning 


them Land, furniſhing them with Seeds, 
Plants, 
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Plants, and other Requiſites, at the Charge 
of the Government. 


IT is ſaid, that thirty or forty Years 
paſt, our Plantations yielded us yearly 
about Forty thouſand Hogſheads of Sugar, 
and that two Thirds of it was then re- 
exported ; but now the Caſe is fo much 
alter*d, that it is doubted whether we ex- 
port one ſixth Part of what we import. 
The French, by peopling their Colonies 
from France with poor induſtrious Perſons, 
and having Land granted them at St. Do- 
mingo for little or nothing, and ſupply'd, 
as *tis ſaid, by the Government wich Ne- 
groes, to pay for them when they are 
able, have beat us already out of great 
Part of the Sugar Trade; and it is to be 
feared, if ſome Care is not taken to repleniſh 
our Sugar Plantations, by encouraging ſome 
induſtrious Perſons to enlarge them, we ſhall 
have no other Advantage of our Sugar Trade 
left us, bur ſupplying ourſelves with what 
we want. 


THERE is alſo ſome Reaſon to ſup- 
poſe they will bring their Tobacco Settle- 
ments on the Mifjiſippi to Perfection, which 
may alſo diminiſh our Exportation of that 
Commodity. However, I hope Eugliſb 
Induſtry nd Frugality will be rouzed Pe 
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and the ſame Spirit appear to increafe our 
Plantations, Navigation and Trade, as in 
the Days of Queen Elizabeth ; towards 
which, the granting out the ſpare Lands be- 
longing to the Crown in the Colonies, to 
ſuch as ſhall undertake to ſettle upon them 
at eaſy Quit-Rents, payable in ſome compe- 
tent Time after ſettled, would be a great 
Encouragement : Nor can I apprehend that 
thoſe Lands can be made fo profitable to 
the Crown in any other Way; and it 
would be many Ways more advantageous 
to the Nation that the Property ſhould 
be kept in the Crown; for we ſee that 
noble Colony of Carolina, the moſt im- 
- proveable, in my Apprehenſion, of any 
of our Colonies ; yet becauſe it is the Pro- 
party of particular Perſons, ſupplys us with 
ittle more than one Commodity of Rice, 
(tho? it is capable of many other valuable 
ones) and is liable to be over-run by the 
French, Spaniards, and Indians, for want of 
a ſufficient Protection, 


Tux Buſineſs is to regulate all thoſe 
Undertakings, and to ſend proper Perſons 
to direct them, and Money to ſupport 
them, which I think needs not be a great 
deal: However, what is expended upon 
this Occaſion, would be only a little raiſed 
by the Nation, which would, I believe, 

in 


i 
in a ſhort time be abundantly repaid, and 
be the beſt Harveſt that ever the Nation 
reaped ; and I doubt not but ſome Fund 
might be found out for that Purpoſe, 
which would be to the Satisfaction of al- 
moſt every body ; and I hope all thoſe 
good Things will be effected by our preſent 
moſt gracious King and his Parliament, and 
that ſucceeding Ages will have Occaſion to 
bleſs the Memory of a Prince, ſo benificent 
and zealouſly inclined to promote the Wel- 
fare of all his People. 


AFTER all, it will hardly be poflible 
to bring any of thoſe Improvements to the 
defired Perfection, without a ſteady Reſo- 
lution in the Government to ſuſtain and 
ſupport them, and as it were to carry 
them in their Arms; for new Enterprizes 
will al way be ſubject to Accidents and Diſ- 
couragements too difficult for private Per- 
ſons to ſurmount, without the Aſſiſtance of 
the Publick, as Occaſion may require; of 
which we have a plain Inſtance in our At- 
tempt upon Pitch and Tar; for the En- 
couragement whereof, a large Bounty was 
given for ſeveral Years, till it came to be 
imported in ſuch vaſt Quantities, that we 
had not only enough tor our own Con- 
ſumption, but even to export to our 
Neighbours ; from which great Plenty, we 

were 
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were ready to perſuade ourſelves, that this 
Buſineſs was ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, and 
therefore neglected the Continuance of the 
Bounty. Since which, the Importation of 
thoſe Commodities from RNRuſſia, Sweden, 
and Norway, is re-aſſumed ; for as they are 
- furniſhed with large bulky Ships on Pur- 
poſe for carrying Lumber Goods, they fail 
their Ships ſo much cheaper than we can 
ours, that they can afford the Freight three 
or four Shillings per Barrel cheaper than 
we; ſo that we are likely to be ſoon beaten 
out of that Trade again, unleſs we ſhall 
better ſecure it to ourſelves, either by re- 
newing the Bounty, or advancing the Duty 
upon Foreign Pitch and Tar. This Bounty 
was given to Pitch and Tar a great many 
Years before any Thing was done in it; 
but at laſt the Diſappointment and Ne- 
ceſſity the Government found themſelves 
under, ſtirr*d them up to perſuade. ſome 
publick-ſpirited Men in the Plantations to 
begin upon it; and ſome Perſons were 
ſent over, who underſtood the making of 
it, to inſtruct them; and when they once 
found out the Art, the Want of Employ- 
ment in the Plantations made great Numbers 


of People put themſelves upon that Manu- 
facture, 


AN 
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Ax Act of Parliament was granted in 
g and 4 of Queen Anne, for nine Years, 
giving a Bounty on Hemp, and was re- 
new'd in the 12th of her Reign for eleven 
Years longer, and to the End of next Seſ- 
ſion of Parliament; but for want of ſome 
great Men to countenance the raiſing it, 
nothing has been done; and as that Act 
is near expiring, if any Progreſs is made 
in raiſing Hemp and Flax, the Bounty muſt 
be renew'd upon Hemp, and alſo the ſame. 
upon Flax; and ſome Men in Power muſt 


ſtretch forth their Hands to help it forward, 
as was done in the Caſe of Pitch and Tar. 


As this isa Matter which deeply concerns 
the Welfare of the Nation, and as their 
whole Dependance is upon the King and 
Parliament, the Neceſſity of providing Na- 
val Stores and other Materials for employ- 
ing our Poor at Home, is humbly offer'd 
to their Conſideration, And as Bounties 
and other Encouragements have been a 
mighty Happineſs to this Nation, unfore- 
ſeen Advanteges would ſoon accrue to us, 
if ſufficient Encouragement for providing 
and raiſing Naval Stores was given. 


IT is worth Obſeryation to reflect upon 
the'Riches that have been brought in to us 


upon 
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upon the Bounties given upon Corn. For- 
merly when Corn happen'd to be very low, 
the Farmers forbore ſowing, and that Neg- 
le& frequently ended in a Scarcity once in 
three or four Years, which put us often 
under the Neceſſity of ſending Abroad for 
Corn ; but this Bounty has encouraged the 
Farmers to keep on their Tillage ; by 
which, when any of our neighbouring Na- 
tions want, we have been capable of ſup- 
plying them ; and we ſeldom want a De- 
mand once in three or four Years, which 
indeed proceeds from the ill Oeconomy of 
thoſe Nations we ſupply ; for they will not 
let their Corn go out of one Pariſh or Di- 
ſtrict into another; and therefore their Far- 
mers do not ſow more than they expect a 
Market for; and if their Crops fail, they 
are under a Neceſſity of being ſupplied from 
Abroad. I mention this to ſhew the Bene- 
fits that have accrued to this Nation by the 
aforeſaid Bounties. 


Tre Trade of a Nation is a mighty 
Conſequence, and a Thing that ought to 
be ſeriouſly weighed, becauſe the Happi- 
neſs or Misfortunes of ſo many Millions 
depend upon it. . A little Miſtake in the 

Beginning of an Undertaking may ſwell 
to a very great one, A Nation may gain 
vaſt Riches by Trade and Commerce, or 


for 
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for want of due Regard and Attention, 
may be drained of them, I am the more 
willing to mention this, becauſe I am afraid 
the preſent Circumſtance of ours carries 
out more Riches than it brings Home. As 
there is Cauſe to apprehend this, ſurely it 
ought to be look'd into; and the more, 
ſince if there be a Wound, there are Re- 
medies propoſed, which, if rightly applied, 
will make our Commerce flouriſh, and the 
Nation happy. = 
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SUPPLEMENT. 


THE foregoing Treatiſe having met 
with ſo favourable a Reception, as 
that a Fourth Edition is deſired ; it hath 
been thought fit to add, by way of Sup- 
plement, ſome further Arguments and Ob- 
ſervations made by the late Mr. Gee, upon 
a Subject which he had ſo much at Heart, 
as that when any Thing came into his 
Mind, which he judg'd might in any 
Meaſure conduce to the further illuſtrating 
the Advantages of Trade, and to ſhew of 
how great Importance it is to this Nation 
to promote and encourage it by all the 
Methods we are capable of, he committed 
the ſame to Writing; and theſe Memoirs 
coming to hand ſince his Deceaſe, are here 
communicated, that his Labour and good 
Intentions therein might not be loſt to the 
Publick. 


SEVERAL ingenious Treatiſes have been 
written upon Trade by Mun, Smith, Sir 
William Temple, Sir Joſiah Child, that which 

| =— 
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is entitled, Britannia Languens, Sc. all 
which are well worth the Peruſal of all 
Gentlemen, who deſire to inform them- 
ſelves groundedly in that Subject; in the 
laſt mentioned of which, there are ſeveral 
Obſervations which deſerve to be remark*d. 
He tells us, That in Edward the Third's 
Time, ſuch Care was taken for the Im- 
provement of our Trade, as that in his 
28th Year, the Value of our Exports 
amounted to 291,484 /. and our Imports to 
no more than 38,970 l. ſo that the Balance 
was then 254,214 J. in our Favour; a vaſt 
Sum, if we conſider the Difference of the 


Value of Money in thoſe Days, to what 


it is now. But the moſt effectual Mea- 
ſares for the general Promotion of our 
Trade were never enter*d into till Queen 
Elizabeth's Time. She made Laws for em- 
ploying the Poor, and gave all poſſible 
Encouragement for foreign Manufacturers 
to come and ſettle among us. She ſent 
Ambaſſadours to Turkey, Perſia, India, 
Muſcovy, and other Nations, to find out 
Markets for our Manufactures, and to ſet- 
tle Treaties of Commerce; and ſhe ſent 
Abroad her Ships to make Diſcoveries in 
America, and began the Eſtabliſhment of 
our Colonies there; and we ſoon found the 


good Effect of this prudent Economy; 
our Coin increaſed 3 our Merchants built 
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Ships of Force ; our Seamen multiplied, 
and the Royal Navy grew up to a formi- 
dable Strength; ſo that we were enabled 
not only to defend ourſelves againſt the 
ambitious Enterprizes of the King of Spain, 
the moſt powerful Prince of that Time, 
but even to defeat his (as they boaſted) in- 
vincible Armado. And this Scheme, ſo well 
form*d by that glorious Queen, gave ſuch 
a Spring to the Genius of the Nation, that 
che Merchants vaſtly enlarged their Expor- 
tations, and carried on their Buſineſs b 

the meer Dint of their own Induſtry, with- 
out almoſt any Care taken by the Govern- 
ment to promote our Commerce in the two 
ſucceeding Reigns : And hence came in 
ſuch a Flow of Wealth upon us, that the 
National Stock of Silver and Gold con- 
tinued to increaſe prodigiouſly for many 
Years: To prove which, and to ſhew alſo 
when it began to decreaſe, he gives us the 
following Account of the Coinage at the 
Mint, for a Tract of 76 Years, which was 
printed and laid before the Parliament in 
the Year 1673, beginning the 41ſt of Eli- 
 zabeth, which was Anno 1599, and divided 
into four Periods, ending at 1675. 
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From Oc. 1399, to 


March 1619, Nd, 4,779,313 J. 
20 Years Coinage - 1 


From Mar. 1519, to 
Mar. 1638, being 6, 9oo, og 2/.-encreaſed2,1 20,7294 
19 Years, coin'd - 


May 1657, being 


From Mar. 163 12 
19 Years, coin d- 


7,3 33,5211 enereaſedo, 433,479]. 


From May 165 5, to 
New. 1675, being + 2, 238, 9760. decreaſed 5, og4, 5450. 


185 Year, coin'd- 


Wr1cn ſudden and large Decreaſe ſhews 
evidently, that after the Reſtoration, our 
former frugal Way of living was ſoon 
changed into Extravagance and Excels ; 
and that inſtead of bringing back Gold 
and Silver from the Markets where we ſold 
our Merchandize, we made our Returns in 
ſuch Commodities as ſerved to feed our 
Laxury ; for as we encreaſe the Expence 
of foreign Manufactures, Wines, and other 
needleſs Commodities, the Balance of our 
Trade muſt needs decreaſe accordingly. 
The ſame Author mentions a Treatiſe writ- 
ten by a Gentleman bred under Monſ. Col- 
bert, which he gave to the King in Manu- 
ſcript; which coming afterwards to be 
printed about the Year 1664, the Gentle- 

man 
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man fell into Diſgrace, and was ſent to the 
Baſtile, and afterwards baniſh'd ; out of 
which he quotes ſeveral. Paſſages, Part of 
which will be worth tranſcribing, to ſhew 
the Projects entertain'd by the French in 
order to eltabliſh Manufacturies, and raiſe 
a Naval Power, and plain the Way to an 
Univerſal Monarchy 3 ſuch as: The 
« State is no further powerful than in Pro- 
«« portion to its publick Treaſure, — The 
« Foundation of the Wealth of a State 
« conſiſts in the Multitude of its Subjects; 
ce for *tis Men that till the Ground; that 
« produce Manufactures; that manage + 
& Trade; that go to War; that people 
« Colonies ; and, in a Word, that bring 
« in Money. There cannot be too great 
« Number of Husbandmen in Fance, 
C by Reaſon of the Fertility of the Coun- 
ce try to produce Corn, which may be 
& tranſported, and therefore we ought to 
„ make great Stores of it, and have it as 
„ much as. may be in Readineſs. — Handi- 
« crafts Men and Artificers are no leſs uſe- 
© ful; for, beſides that Manufactures do 
& keep Men at Work, they are the Cauſe 
% that the Silk, Wool, Skins, Flax, Tim- 
e ber, and other Commodities that grow 
„in France, are made Uſe of; which be- 
ing wrought up. into Wares not made in 
foreign Parts, the County People find a 
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Vent for them. And we may grow fur- 
ther into the making of more valuable 
Manufactures, as we now do of Hats 
for Spain, and Stuffs for all Europe; a 
Matter of great Conſequence : For this 
quickens Trade, and makes Money paſs 
to and fro, which, promotes the Pub- 
lick, and therefore every one's private 
Advantage, There muſt be Merchants 
alſo, for without their Induſtry our Com- 
modities might be lock'd up in Ware- 
houſes, All Things conſpire to give 
France Hopes of Succeſs ; the Work 
however 1s ſuch as muſt be leiſurely Care 
ried on, and perfected by little and lit- 
tle ; ſo great a Deſign continually alarm- 
ing Europe, Aſia, Africa, and America, 
Friends and Foes, the Precipitation of it 
would be its Ruin: Six or ten Years 
Time ought to be allowed for-it, — The 
King may Keep 100 Gallies and 100 
Ships in the Mediterranean, and 200 Sail 
upon the Ocean: The more Veſſels he 
Mall have, the more able he muſt be to 
recover the Expences made about them: 
The Sea will yield Maintenance for the Sea 
by Commerce or War: There is Timber 
in France; there is Cordage; there are 
Sails; there is Iron and Braſs, Sc. 
When Things have taken their Courſe, 
Seamen will be had in Time, and the 
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Profit that will increaſe will afford Store, 
and bring them in from” all the Parts 
of the World. The Fleets which the 
King needs keep upon the Ocean will 
make him Maſter oft all the Powers and 
Trade of the North ; yea, tho* Holland 
and England ſhould unite againſt France, 
they could not avoid their Ruin in the 
End; for how could the one or the 
other make good their Commerce, 
(which is all they have to truſt to) it 
they were forced to keep great Armads”s 
to continue it. The Point of Bretain 
is the Gate to enter into and go out of 
the Channel, fifty Ships of War at Bre/# 
would keep thoſe Gates faſt ſhut, and 
they would not open them bur by the 
King's Command. Thus there would 
need no War to be made almoſt for all 
theſe Things, nor his Majeſty's Forces 
hazarded : It will be ſufficient to give 
his Orders to Foreigners ; nor will it be 
difficult to cut them out Work in their 
own Countries, and by that Means ſtay 
their Arms at Home, and make them 
ſpend their Strength there. His Ma- 


jeſty's Power being thus ſtrongly ſettled 


in each Sea, it will be eaſy to ſecure the 
Commerce of France, and even draw 


« Merchants thither from all Parts; I ſay 
« ſecure, for till this be done, it will al- 
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Vent for them. And we may grow fur- 
ther into the making of more valuable 
Manufactures, as we now do of Hats 
for Spain, and Stuffs for all Europe ; a 
Matter of great Conſequence : For this 
quickens Trade, and makes Money paſs 
to and fro, which promotes the Pub- 
lick, and therefore every one's private 
Advantage. There muſt be Merchants 
alſo, for without their Induſtry our Com- 
modities might be lock'd up in Ware- 
houſes. All Things conſpire to give 
France Hopes of Succeſs; the Work 
however 1s ſuch as muſt be leiſurely Care 
ried on, and perfected by little and lit- 
tle ; ſo great a Deſign continually alarm- 
ing Europe, Aſia, Africa, and America, 
Friends and Foes, the Precipitation of it 
would be its Ruin: Six or ten Years 
Time ought to be allowed for- it. The 
King may Keep 100 Gallies and 100 
Ships in the Mediterranean, and 200 Sail 
upon the Ocean: The more Veſſels he 
ſhall have, the more able he muſt be to 
recover the Expences made about them : 

T he Sea will yieid Maintenance for the Sea 
by Commerce or War : There is Timber 
in France; there is Cordage ; there are 
Sails; there is Iron and Braſs, Sc. 
When Things have taken their Courſe, 
Seamen will be had in Time, and the 
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Profit that will increaſe will afford Store, 
and bring them in fron all the Parts 
of the World, The Fleets which the 
King needs keep upon the Ocean will 
make him Maſter of all the Powers and 
Trade of the North; yea, tho* Holland 
and England ſhould unite againſt France, 
they could not avoid their Ruin in the 
End; for how could the one or the 
other make good their Commerce, 
(which is all they have to truſt to) if 
they were forced to keep great Armads”s 
to continue it, The Point of Bretain 
is the Gate to enter into and go out of 


the Channel, fifty Ships of War at Breſt 


would keep thoſe Gates faſt ſhut, and 
they would not open them but by the 
King's Command. Thus there would 
need no War to be made almoſt for all 
theſe Things, nor his Majeſty's Forces 
hazarded : It will be ſufficient to give 
his Orders to Foreigners; nor will it be 
difficult to cut them out Work in their 
own Countries, and by that Means ſtay 
their Arms at Home, and make them 
ſpend their Strength there. His Ma- 


4 jefty's Power being thus ſtrongly ſettled 


in each Sea, it will be eaſy to ſecure the 
Commerce of France, and even draw 
Merchants thither from all Parts; I ſay 


6 ſecure, for till this be done, it will al- 
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ways be uncertain and dangerous.—LIt 
muſt ſtudiouſly be prevented, that Com- 
merce introduce not into the State Su- 
perfluity, Exceſs and. Luxury, which are 
often followed with Ambition, Avarice, 
and a dangerous Corruption of Manners. 
It were to be wiſh'd the King did 
add to his Kingdom all the Low 
Countries to the Rhine, which would 
make him Maſter of the North Seas. It 

would be convenient that he had Straſ- 
burg to keep all Germany quiet. He 
had need to have Franche Comte to lay a 
Reſtraint upon the Switzers. Milan is 
neceſſary in reſpect of Jtaly. Genoa 
would make the King Maſter of the Me-. 
diterranean Sea. Sicily might eaſily make 
an Inſurrection. Portugal is a perpetual 
Inftrument for weakening Spain. The 
Fenetians and People of Taly are wile, 
to reduce them to our Intention, we 


* muſt work by down-right Force. The 


Pope will ever reſpect France, becauſe 
of the County of Avignon. Holland will 
keep themſelves to our Alliance as much 
as poſſibly they may: They are rich, it 
is expedient the King did interpoſe in 
their Affairs, and that ſome Diviſions 
were ſown among them. The Switzers 


are mercenary, who will always ſerve 


the King for his Money, The King of. 
«© Denmark 


(225) 
& Denmark is a Prince whoſe State is but 
“ ſmall. The Swedes will never break off 
< from. the Intereſt of France. We ought 
4 to. conſider all the Inſtruments. which 
& for our Money we may make Ule of to 
« divert the Forces of England and Hol- 
« land, when his. Majeſty makes any En- 
« terprize which pleaſes them not. The 
« Friendſhip of Turkey 1s very good for 
«. France. Loſily, He ſpeaks of the Engliſh 
& as ealy to be conquered, having no 
& Friends, and is poſitive chat a War with 
&© France would ruin them in three or four 
« Years, and that no Peace ſhould be 
% made with them, but upon Conditions 
« of the greateſt Advantage to France, un- 
6 lefs the King thinks fit to defer the Ex- 
e ecution of his. Projects for another Time. 
« But that the League with Holland ſhould 
„ be renewed,. and they put into. a Belief, 
e that France ſhould give them all the 
6 Trade ſtill, becauſe they have the Know- 
« ledge of it, and are proper for it; but 
that the Freuch (as it is to be ſuggeſted) 
* has no Inclination that Way, and Na- 
ce ture cannot be forced: They muſt be 
e told they are come to. the happy Time 
« for advancing, their Affairs, and ruining 


their Competitors in the Sovereignty, of 
„ the Northern Seas. 
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Now if we confider how much of this 
polite Scheme has been put in Practice ſince 
the Year 1664, and that the prodigious 
Improvement of Trade in that Kingdom 
was the principal Means which raiſed 
Lewis XIV. to that exorbitant Power, by 

which the Liberties of Europe were brought 
into extreme Danger, we may be convinced 
of how great Importance it is to us to put 
in Ure all the Means that Nature has given 
us for the advancing our Commerce ; un- 
leſs we will ſubmit to ſee ourſelves worked 
out of what we now have by our wiſer 
Neighbours, to their Enriching and our Im- 
poveriſhment. 


And if we ſhould make a Compariſon 
between the natural Advantages of both 
Countries, the Balance ſeems to lie on our 
Side: For Inſtance, France yields great 
Quantities of Corn, but the Harveſts in 
England are generally more certain, and do 
not ſo often fail as theirs. They raiſe great 
Quantities of Hemp and Flax for their 
Manufactures: We raiſe ſome in Britain 
and Ireland; but we might raiſe as much as 
we pleaſe in our American Colonies, where 
we have Land as good as any, and for a 
twentieth Part of what it is worth in 
France; lo that if our People were aſſiſted 

at 
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at the publick Expence in the Beginning, 
they would ſoon be able to furniſh us with 
thoſe Materials much cheaper than they 
can raiſe them in France. The French have 
Plantations of Mulberry Trees, and pro- 
duce great Quantities of Silk; our Colo— 
nies abound with thoſe Trees, and we want 
nothing but Induftry to ſupply ourſelves 
with Silk cheaper than they have it in 
France. They have Iron and Copper Oar ; 
we have it in much greater Quantity both 
at Home and in our Colonies, and can raiſe 
it to greater Profit, They have Wines 
and Brandy, which yield them vaſt Sums 
yearly ; and as the Woods in our Colonies 
abound with wild Vines, there is no Doubt 
but that with due Cultivation, ſome of 
thoſe Climates (eſpecially Carolina, which 
lies the moſt Southerly) would produce as 
good Wines as any in Europe: nor are they 
leſs proper for the Production of Oy], 
Raiſins, Figs, Currans, Sc. The French 
have Salt, and we have Salt Springs ſuffi- 
cient to ſerve not only ourſelves, but even 
to export, if the Publick would be at the 
Expence of improving the Water-Carriay, 
as far as it is capable. France has inde. 
Wooll of its own, but of ſuch a Q1alit1 
that it will not ſerve to make their Mar: 
factures without a Mixture of ours, «|: 
it is in our Power to hinder them or, 


feen 
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ſecure the Manufacturing to ourfelves. Be- 
ſides, England abounds in Tin, Lead, 
Coals, and Leather for Exportation, which 
France has not, but buys from us: We 
have alſo great Quantities of excellent Oak 
for Ship- building, wherein they are deficient ; 
nor have they a ſufficient Store of Fleſh for 
victualling their Ships, in which we and 
Ireland abound, ſo as to ſell to them and 
other Countries. We had formerly a pro- 
fitable Trade by re-exporting our Sugars ;. 
but the French, by enlarging their Sugar 
Plantations, and their better Management,, 
have ſo much underſold us of late, that 
they have, in a Manner, beaten us out of 
that Trade; which yet we might recover, 
if proper Meaſures were taken. Thus it 
is apparent, that we may at leaſt equal our- 
ſelves with the French in all the natural 
Privileges that contribute to a flouriſhing 
Trade, and the acquiring of Nationat 
Wealth ; and that *cis only owing to the 
great Care and Application of their Mini- 
ſters to aſſiſt and encourage their Subjects 
in every Branch of Trade, that has enabled 
them to out ſtrip us ſo much of late Years 
in the Improvement of it ; and if they 
ſhould continue to exert their Policy in 
that Way, whilſt we remain careleſs and 
negligent, the Conſequence muſt needs be, 
that they will encreaſe in Riches and Power, 


and 
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and we ſhall decreaſe in both: For, if our 
Trade falls off, and our Artificers ſhould 
be. forced to ſeek Employment Abroad, 
the Price of Proviſions, and conſequently 
the Value of our Lands muſt fall, and our 
Houſes, in Cities and Towns, ſtand empty, 
as they do in Antwerp, Piſa, and many 


other Places where Trade has forſaken. 


them : And as *tis evident that the Nation 


grew rich in the laſt Century, ſo *tis as. 
viſible that we have ſpent more than our 
Income, and that the Balance of Trade has. 
been againſt us for. ſeveral Years paſt; ſo 
that if due Care be not taken to give our 
Poor a full Employment, and to ſtop the. 


Inundation of Manufactures and unneceſſary 


Commodities from being, poured in upon. 
us from ſo many Parts of Europe, (and: 
which. daily encreaſe) we may well expect 


to be much poorer at the End of this Cen- 


tury than we were at the Beginning, The. 


proper Means to. diſcourage the Importa- 
tion of Foreign Manufatures, and to pro- 
mote the Encreaſe of our own, is to lay 
ſuch Duties on the Foreign, as may en- 


courage our People to vie with them ; and. 


this we have formerly practiſed in ſome 


Inſtances to our Advantage; but we ſhould 
o on further, and advance the Duties on 


all ſuch. Foreign Manufactures, which we 
might well ſupply ourſelves. with, in ſuch 
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a Proportion, as that our Manufacturers 
might be enabled to afford what they make 
cheaper than they could be imported: 
And if the Impoſt upon Timber from 
Norway and the Ballick were doubled, that 
would probably give Encouragement for 
the Building of bulky cheap-ſailing Ships, 
whereby we might be able to ſerve our- 
ſelves with great Part of the Timber Trade 
from our own Colonies, which might in 
Time become a very profitable Article to 
us. It may here alſo be proper to note an 
11] Cuſtom practiſed by the People in our 
Colonies, which is their ſetting on Fire, in 
the Spring, the Leaves that fall in the 
Woods, whereby the young Sapplings that 
are ſpringing up are deſtroyed, infomuch 
that the Oaks they cut are ſuppoſed to be 
of ſome hundred Years ſtanding ; ſo that 
the Timber we have from thence has not 
the Spirit and Strength which is found in 
young Timber of a competent Growth ; 
and I think that it might become the Care 
of the Government to put a Stop to this 
Enormity, for *tis a Pity that we ſhould 
be deprived of having ſo uſeful a Commo- 
dity in its greateſt Perfection. It is {aid that 
Logwood has been raiſcd from Seed in the 
moiſt Lands of the Bahama Iſlands, and 
that it might eaſily be propagated there, 
(and probably in ſome other of our =D) 
nies 


(231) 
nies) ſo as to raiſe ſufficient Quantities to 
ſerve ourſelves, and to export as we now 
do; and certainly ſuch an Attempt were well 
worth Encouragement, whereby the Lives 
and Liberties of many of our People might 
be ſaved from the Danger to which they 
are now expoſed to get it in the Bays of 
Campeacbhy and Honduras: And as ſuch 
bulky Commodities conduce much to the 
Encreaſe of our Navigation, we ought to 
quicken the Genius of our People by giv- 
ing them all proper Encouragement and 
Aſſiſtance for the attempting all ſuch Ex- 
periments which ſeem rational and practi- 
cable, and do manifeſtly tend to the Im- 
provement of our Commerce; and though 
the Government ſhould put themſelves to 
a conſiderable Expence in this Way, it 
would be but like the Husbandman's ſow- 
ing his Seed plentifully upon Land, from 
whence he might reaſonably expect to reap 
a more plentiful Crop; and *tis very pro- 
bable that for every 1000 /. diſpenſed by 
Monſ. Colbert for the improving the Trade, 
Manufactures, and Plantations of France, 
he lived to ſfee*100,000 J. returned for it. 
But ſome perhaps may object, that whilſt 
the Nations Debts lie ſo heavy upon us, 
we have no Fund out of which Money can 
be ſpared for ſuch Purpoſes z but then 
they ſhould conſider, that the readieſt Way 


tb 
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to enable us to pay our Debts, would. be 
to purſue ſuch prudent Meaſures, as would 
apparently encreaſe the Riches. of the Na- 
tion, and that. whatſoever Sums were ne- 
ceſſary for that End, ought to be looked 
upon to be as well beſtowed, as upon any 
other Services; nor ſhould. we bethink the 
ſparing it even out of the Land Tax; for 
as the Poor's Rates are raiſed in the ſame 
Manner, the Succeſs which might reaſon- 
ably be expected from ſo many Improve- 
ments which we are capable of, would ſoon 
enable us to leſſen the Poor's Rates abun- 
dantly mo:e than ſo moderate a Sum as would 
be requiſite for this Purpoſe ;. for leſs than 
One Penny in the Pound upon Land, annu- 
ally appropriated to it, might be ſufficient to 
fer all the Wheels in Motion; beſides, as. 
ſoon as any. of theſe Undertakings were tol- 
lerably ſettled, the Charge would ceaſe. 


IRox is a Commodity of which we uſe- 
great Quantities, and wherewith we for- 
merly ſupplied ourſelves in good Part, when. 
the Swedes were forced to carry, theirs to. 
Dantzick and other. Places to- be made fit 
for. Uſe, from whence. it was again re- 
fhipped for Eugland and other Countries; 
but when they got Workmen from Ger- 
many, and found the Way to perfect it 
within themſelves, they imported it directly 

hither 
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hither, and underſold ours ſo much, that 
many of our Forges in ſeveral Parts of the 
Kingdom were laid down, inſomuch that 
when I was lately at Haſlemere in Surrey, 
they told me, that within theſe ſixty Years 
there had been nine or ten Forges within 
a few Miles of that Place, whereof there 
were only two now remaining, ; the Reaſon 
for which is evident, for with us Wood will 
yield ten. Shillings per Cord, (and in ſome 
Places much more) where there are Forges; 
at which Price, what will make a Ton from 
the Oar into Bar Iron, will coſt eight or 
nine Pounds, whereas in Sweden they have 
it for cutting, which is ſo large an Advan- 
tage in that one Article, that we muſt not 
Jo to hold the making of Bar Iron 

rom the Oar in. England : But as our Peo- 
ple in America have alſo their Wood for 
the Cutting, a reaſonable Encouragement 
being given to them to, ſend us Pig Iron 
from thence, we might convert it into Bar 
Iron, and afford it cheaper than what can 
be brought in from any Part of Europe, 
which would ſave us a large Article in the 
Balance of our Trade : But we ought not 
to expect that private Perſons will adven- 
ture their Eſtates in ſuch Undertakings, 
unleſs our Government will imitate the 
Practice of France, to nurſe up and en- 


courage an infant Trade of this Nature by 
3 pablick 
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publick Largeſſes; and a ſufficient Provi- 
ſion might eaſily be made for this, by a 
ſmall Advance of the Duty on all Bar Iron 
imported; out of which, a competent 
Bounty might be allowed on Pig Iron im- 
ported from the Colonies, till our People 
were well eſtabliſhed in that Buſineſs : (Te 
fame Method might alſo be taken for en- 
couraging them in the Production of 
Hemp.) And ' tis demonſtrable, that if the 
Pig Iron were brought us from America, it 
would turn to as much Advantage as if 
the Oar were raiſed in England ; nor have 
Gentlemen any Cauſe to fear the Lowering 
the Price of their Wood Lands; for, on 
the contrary, this would rather be a Means 
to raiſe them, becauſe of the great Quan- 
tities of Wood that would be uſed to con- 
vert the Pig into Bar Iron. And thus we 
might ſave the large Sums we pay for what 
is now brought from Sweden, and other 
foreign Countries, which is greater than I 
could have imagined, till I had lately ſeen 
an Account of the whole Quantity of Iron 
exported from Stockholm and Gottenburg to 
the ſeveral Parts of Europe, in the Year 
1729; whereby it appears, that there was 
ſhip'd for Great Britain and Ireland, from 
thoſe two Ports only, (beſides what we had 
from Spain, Norway, and Ru{/ia) above 
19,000 Tons, and but little above ty uns 

ONS 
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Tons to all the other Ports of Europe, and 
to France particularly not 200 Tons; ſo 
careful is that Government not to buy from 
other Countries what they can poſſibly ſup- 
ply themſelves wit: at Home; a Policy 
which naturally tends to make them grow 
rich, whilſt we are conſuming our Wealth 
thro? our Negligence and Luxury. 


GREAT-BRITAIN, with its De- 
pendencies, is doubtleſs as well able to ſub- 
ſiſt within itſelf, as any Nation in Europe: 
We have an induſtrious enterprizing Peo- 

le, fit for all the Arts of War or Peace: 

e have Proviſions in Abundance, and 
thoſe of the beſt Sort, and are able to raiſe 
ſufficient for double the Number of Inha- 
bitants: We have the very beſt Materials 
for Cloathing, and want nothing either for 
Uſe, or even for Luxury, but what we 
have at Home, or might have from our 
Colonies ; ſo that we might create ſuch 
an Intercourſe of Trade among ourſelves, 
and between us and them, as would main- 
tain a vaſt Navigation, even tho? we traded 
to no other Parts: And as Linnen is the 
Manufactury wherein we have been the 
molt defacient, Ireland has of late Years 
made a very great Improvement therein: 
For a while indeed they were not able to 
give their Cloth the Perfect ion of CO ; 

ut 
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but when. ſuch a Buſineſs is once ſet om 
Foot, and Men are heartily engaged in it, 
Time and Induſtry will overcome Difficul- 
ties, which ſeemed at firſt to be unſurmount- 


able; and they have now found out the: 
Art of managing their Flax ſo well, as 
that I have lately ſeen of their Cloth as 


white as any Gulick Holland'; and for its 


Service in the wearing, it is ſaid to exceed 
it much. At Glaſgow and St. Zobnſtown in 


Scotland, they ſpin the fineſt Thread in Bri- 
tain, and ſuch as might well ſerve to make 


Cambricks; and if the Publick would be 
at the Expence of ſetting up and main- 


| taining Schools in proper Places in Ireland, 
Scotland, and the North of England, where 
Proviſtons are cheap, to inſtruct the Chil- 
dren of the Poor in the Spinning of Lin- 
nen to the higheſt Perfection, *tis very 
probable, that as our People did improve 
in their Experience and Knowledge, we 


might be able, in a few Years, to furniſh. 
ourſelves and our Colonies entirely with. 


that Commodity, from the coarſeſt to the 
fineſt Sorts, and thereby ſave thoſe vaſt 
Sums we now pay for it to Holland, Flan- 
ders, Germany, Ruſſia, &c. The ſame Care 
might alſo be taken to improve the Wool- 


len and Silk Manufactures in the South and 


Weſt Parts of England : And. thus the 
People of all our Dominions might be moſt 
profitably 
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profitably employed, and ſettled in a ma- 
tual Dependance upon each other ; thoſe 


in America to raiſe Iron, Hemp, Flax, 


Silk, Sc. and ours to manufacture them 
at Home : But we ought always to keep 
a watchful Eye over our Colonies, to re- 
ſtrain them from ſetting up any of the 
Manufactures which are carried on in Bri- 
tain, whereby they would do us much 
Hurt, and themſelves no Good, becauſe 
their Labour might be more profitably em- 
ploy*d in raiſing the Product of the Coun- 
try; and any ſuch Attempts ſhould be 
cruſhed in the Beginning; for if they are 
ſuffered to grow up to any Maturity, it 
will become difficult to ſuppreſs them, and 
ſeem a greater Hardſhip to the People. 


To conclude, if what has been ſaid in 


the foregoing Papers ſhall convince Gentle- 


men, that the Trade, and conſequently the 
Wealth and Power of the Nation hath 
been for ſeveral Years paſt, and yer is in a 
declining State; but that if we will exert 
ourſelves, we have {till Reſources in our 
Power to retrieve it; *tis to be hoped that 


all ſuch who are in Stations which render 


them capable of performing ſo beneficial a 
Service to their Country, will apply their 
Thoughts, their Care, and their Intereſt, 
to procure the ſpeedy Execution of ſome at 


leaſt 
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but when. ſuch a Buſineſs is once ſet on 
Foot, and Men are heartily engaged in it, 
Time and Induſtry will overcome Difficul- 
ties, which ſeemed at firſt to be unſurmount- 


able; and they have now found out the: 
Art of managing their Flax ſo well, as 
that I have lately ſeen of their Cloth as 


white as any Gulick Holland; and for its 


Service in the wearing, it is ſaid to exceed 
it much. At Glaſgow and St. Johnſtown in 


Scotland, they ſpin the fineſt Thread in Bri- 


tain, and ſuch as might well ſerve to make 


taining Schools in proper Places in Ireland, 
Scotland, and the North of England, where 
Proviſions are cheap, to inſtruct the Chil- 
dren of the Poor in the Spinning of Lin- 
nen to the higheſt Perfection, *tis very 


probable, that as our People did improve 


in their Experience and Knowledge, we 


might be able, in a few Years, to furniſh. 
ourſelves and our Colonies entirely with. 


that Commodity, from the coarſeſt to the 
fineſt Sorts, and thereby ſave thoſe vaſt 
Sums we now pay for it to Holland, Han- 
ders, Germany, Ruſſia, &c. The ſame Care 
might alſo be taken to improve the Wool- 


len and Silk Manufactures in the South and: 


Weſt Parts of England : And. thus the 
People of all our Dominions might be moſt 
profitably 


Cambricks; and if the Publick would be 
at the Expence of ſetting up and main- 
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profitably employed, and ſettled in a ma- 
tual Dependance upon each other ; thoſe 

in America to raiſe Iron, Hemp, Flax, 
Silk, Sc. and ours to manufacture them 
| at Home : But we ought always to keep 


a watchful Eye over our Colonies, to re- 
ſtrain them from ſetting up any of the 
Manufactures which are carried on in Bri- 
tain, whereby they would do us much 
Hurt, and themſelves no Good, becauſe 
their Labour might be more profitably em- 
ploy*d in raiſing the Product of the Coun- 
try; and any ſuch Attempts ſhould be 
cruſhed in the Beginning; for if they are 
ſuffered to grow up to any Maturity, it 
will become difficult to ſuppreſs them, and 
ſeem a greater Hardſhip to the People. 


To conclude, if what has been ſaid in 
the foregoing Papers ſhall convince Gentle- 
men, that the Trade, and conſequently the 
Wealth and Power of the Nation hath 
1 been for ſeveral Years paſt, and yer is in a 
h declining State; but that if we will exert 
ourſelves, we have ſtill Reſources in our 
Power to retrieve it; *tis to be hoped that 
; all ſuch who are in Stations which render | 
them capable of performing ſo beneficial a | 
Service to their Country, will apply their | 

| Thoughts, their Care, and their Intereſt, 

to procure the ſpeedy Execution of ä 5 

ca 
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leaſt of thoſe valuable Improvements which 
have been humbly offered to their Conſi- 
deration; always remembring, that the 
Loſing of Time often proves to be the Loſs. 
of Opportunities that can never be re- 
trieved. And as I have obſerved, that at 
the Opening of every Parliament, four 
Grand Committees are always a pointed, 
viz. for Religion, for Courts af Judica- 
ture, for Grievances, and for Tad of 
which I have never known either to ſit; 
if that Honourable Houſe would be pleaſed 
to take theſe Matters into their Conſidera- 
tion, nothing ſeems to me to be a more 
efficacious Way to induce them to take 
the moſt proper Meaſures to repair our 
former Neglects, than the ordering the 
Committee for Trade to fit conſtantly to 
receive and examine ſuch Propoſals and In- 
formations as might be offered to them, 
and to hear and judge of ſuch Matters as 
might come to be debated before them by 
which Means, Gentlemen might come gra 
dually to be ſo well inſtructed in Commercial 
Affairs, that they would not be ſo ſubject 
to be miſlead by the plauſible eee 
of partial Men; and might grow up to be 
as it were a genuine Repreſentative of Trade 
in the Houſe of Commons, Tis true in- 
deed, that a conſiderable Number of Mer- 
Chants are always choſen into that Houle ; 

but 
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but then it has been obſerved, that by the 
mutual Oppoſition of thoſe who are engaged 
in different Intereſts, chey rather puzzle 
than give Light to the Argument in De- 

1 bate; and I muſt confeſs, that I have uſu- 
4 ally found Gentlemen more ready to enter- 
1} tain right Notions of Commerce, as it re- 
ſpects the Advantage or Diſadvantage of 
the Publick, than moſt Men in Trade ; 
few of whom, though otherwiſe knowing 
and well skilled in their own Way, give 
themſelves the Trouble to laok further than 


what concerns their own particular In- 
tereſt, 
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